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02  My Dear People, My Dear People,

     At the end of the September many Catholic Churches in larger dioceses      At the end of the September many Catholic Churches in larger dioceses 
remain closed. They maintain that due to the pandemic they will stay remain closed. They maintain that due to the pandemic they will stay 
closed to in-person worship services through the end of the year! Their closed to in-person worship services through the end of the year! Their 
conviction is that current safety measures would compromise the wor-conviction is that current safety measures would compromise the wor-
ship experience. They would continue to rely on online broadcasts. Some ship experience. They would continue to rely on online broadcasts. Some 
were also encouraging small group gatherings in homes similar to the early were also encouraging small group gatherings in homes similar to the early 
church experience.church experience.

     This idea begs many questions. What happens if we are hit with a second      This idea begs many questions. What happens if we are hit with a second 
wave? Does staying shuttered risk the severing of the bonds parishioners wave? Does staying shuttered risk the severing of the bonds parishioners 
have with our church? Does it not aggravate the possibility that online will have with our church? Does it not aggravate the possibility that online will 
eventually replace brick and mortar gatherings? And does it change the eventually replace brick and mortar gatherings? And does it change the 
meaning of what it means to be church? It is all a balancing act for the pas-meaning of what it means to be church? It is all a balancing act for the pas-
tor, employees, and parishioners.tor, employees, and parishioners.

      We are grateful to be a part of an Archdiocese who is willing to encour-      We are grateful to be a part of an Archdiocese who is willing to encour-
age in person worship. We, as a staff, have implemented safety precau-age in person worship. We, as a staff, have implemented safety precau-
tions over and above what the Archdiocese requires ensuring facilities are tions over and above what the Archdiocese requires ensuring facilities are 
sanitized in between Masses, hand sanitizing is made available, masks are sanitized in between Masses, hand sanitizing is made available, masks are 
worn, and social distancing is enforced. Our chapels are sanitized through-worn, and social distancing is enforced. Our chapels are sanitized through-
out the day for those who come to pray.out the day for those who come to pray.

     We are made as humans to worship together. To sit and stand and kneel,      We are made as humans to worship together. To sit and stand and kneel, 
and even quietly reflect together. This coming together is the outward and even quietly reflect together. This coming together is the outward 
manifestation of what it means to be the Church. Your presence also brings manifestation of what it means to be the Church. Your presence also brings 
energy and vibrancy to the presider. Come back to the Eucharist. As an act energy and vibrancy to the presider. Come back to the Eucharist. As an act 
of stewardship, encourage friends and families to join you.of stewardship, encourage friends and families to join you.

     All this to say, we miss you. If you are not in the at risk category, come      All this to say, we miss you. If you are not in the at risk category, come 
back to the celebration of the Eucharist. The real presence of Christ re-back to the celebration of the Eucharist. The real presence of Christ re-
quires it. He really comes to us to feed us, and to be fed requires presence.quires it. He really comes to us to feed us, and to be fed requires presence.

     In Christ,     In Christ,
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What Can Be Done to Increase Youth What Can Be Done to Increase Youth 
Participation in the St. Mark Community?Participation in the St. Mark Community?

Some presidential candidates are espousing socialism Some presidential candidates are espousing socialism 
for the United States. Should this form of government for the United States. Should this form of government 
be adopted for the United States? Why or Why not?be adopted for the United States? Why or Why not?

Teenagers are dis-Teenagers are dis-
tracted, busy, axious, tracted, busy, axious, 
and stressed out. I and stressed out. I 
know this because I know this because I 
too am all of those too am all of those 
things. Luckily I grew things. Luckily I grew 
up with an amazing up with an amazing 

family that taught me to always save family that taught me to always save 
time for the important things such as time for the important things such as 
Mass and LifeTeen. However, not ev-Mass and LifeTeen. However, not ev-
ery teen has people in their lives that ery teen has people in their lives that 
wil hold them accountable. Most wil hold them accountable. Most 
high schoolers stop showing up to high schoolers stop showing up to 
church right after they get Con-church right after they get Con-
firmed. We learned in confirmation firmed. We learned in confirmation 
workshop classes that Confirmation workshop classes that Confirmation 
is the very opposite of the end of our is the very opposite of the end of our 
faith journey, in fact it is the very be-faith journey, in fact it is the very be-
ginning. With teens giving up right ginning. With teens giving up right 
at the beginning of their adult faith at the beginning of their adult faith 
lives, St. Mark is losing participation lives, St. Mark is losing participation 
and interest from the older high and interest from the older high 
school grade levels.school grade levels.

     Youth today are addicted to their      Youth today are addicted to their 
phones. We are always on them phones. We are always on them 
checking our social media or texting checking our social media or texting 
friends, what we don’t usually use friends, what we don’t usually use 
them for is church related activities. them for is church related activities. 
There are so many apps out there There are so many apps out there 
today that can lead us close to today that can lead us close to 
Christ, including an amazing one Christ, including an amazing one 
called “Laudate”. In this app you can called “Laudate”. In this app you can 
complete a guided Rosary, digest the complete a guided Rosary, digest the 
dialy readings, and learn new prayers dialy readings, and learn new prayers 
to say for every occasion. If we use  to say for every occasion. If we use  
Laudate and others like it during Life Laudate and others like it during Life 
Night and make our phones a posi-Night and make our phones a posi-
tive attribution to the lesson, teens tive attribution to the lesson, teens 
will most likely enjoy the connection will most likely enjoy the connection 
to their “world” and want to come to their “world” and want to come 
back every week.back every week.
     Another way to increase participa-     Another way to increase participa-
tion is to spread the word. Too many tion is to spread the word. Too many 
times I have found myself texting times I have found myself texting 
my friends asking for information my friends asking for information 
about upcoming events for the teens about upcoming events for the teens 
because I forgot what they told us because I forgot what they told us 
the previous Sunday. Since 90% of the previous Sunday. Since 90% of 

the youth that come to LifeTeen and the youth that come to LifeTeen and 
Edge has some form of social media, Edge has some form of social media, 
we should use that to our advantage we should use that to our advantage 
an expand the use of St. Mark Life-an expand the use of St. Mark Life-
Teen on Instagram. Yes, we already Teen on Instagram. Yes, we already 
have an Instagram that someone have an Instagram that someone 
posts on for the youth but it doesn’t posts on for the youth but it doesn’t 
have that many followers and rarely have that many followers and rarely 
are reminders and announcements are reminders and announcements 
posted onto the page. If we show the posted onto the page. If we show the 
page to the teens every Sunday and page to the teens every Sunday and 
make time for them to follow the make time for them to follow the 
page during Life Nights, so many page during Life Nights, so many 
more high schoolers can follow more high schoolers can follow 
along with the updates and posts of along with the updates and posts of 
fun things in which to participate. fun things in which to participate. 
Feeling invited and wanted by seeing Feeling invited and wanted by seeing 
every upcoming activity on their every upcoming activity on their 
phones will boost attendance for the phones will boost attendance for the 
St. Mark Youth.St. Mark Youth.

          Kaitlyn Byers is one of the Women’s Kaitlyn Byers is one of the Women’s 
Guild Scholarship recipients.Guild Scholarship recipients.

By Kaitlyn ByersBy Kaitlyn Byers

In my opinion, social-In my opinion, social-
ism should not be ism should not be 
adopted for the United adopted for the United 
States. Socialism is a States. Socialism is a 
political and economic political and economic 
theory of social orga-theory of social orga-
nization, which advo-nization, which advo-

cates that the means of production, cates that the means of production, 
distribution, and exchange should distribution, and exchange should 
be owned or regulated by the com-be owned or regulated by the com-
munity as a whole. This is wrong be-munity as a whole. This is wrong be-
cause it suppresses the desire to work cause it suppresses the desire to work 
hard, gives those who do not work hard, gives those who do not work 
the same as someone who works the same as someone who works 
hard, and it clashes with the natural hard, and it clashes with the natural 
law of private property.law of private property.
Socialism is based off of redistribut-Socialism is based off of redistribut-
ing wealth. This means that a person ing wealth. This means that a person 
who works hard would have their who works hard would have their 

earnings taken away by the govern-earnings taken away by the govern-
ment, then the government would ment, then the government would 
redistribute their hard-earned mon-redistribute their hard-earned mon-
ey to others who may not be hard-ey to others who may not be hard-
working or work at all. This would working or work at all. This would 
cause the desire for people to work cause the desire for people to work 
hard to be completely suppressed, hard to be completely suppressed, 
because no matter how hard they because no matter how hard they 
work, they will never get a “raise” or work, they will never get a “raise” or 
any kind of compensation or reward any kind of compensation or reward 
for their hard work.for their hard work.
     This brings me to my next point,      This brings me to my next point, 
which is that by redistributing the which is that by redistributing the 
money earned by hard working money earned by hard working 
people, those who don’t contribute to people, those who don’t contribute to 
society will receive the same amount society will receive the same amount 
that the hard working people do. that the hard working people do. 
This would only increase the lack This would only increase the lack 
of productivity in Americans today, of productivity in Americans today, 
because if everyone receives the because if everyone receives the 
same amount of money, there would same amount of money, there would 

be no motivation for the jobless to be no motivation for the jobless to 
find work.find work.
     Lastly, socialism conflicts with      Lastly, socialism conflicts with 
the natural law to private property. the natural law to private property. 
Though it does not technically take Though it does not technically take 
away all of one’s private property, it away all of one’s private property, it 
does limit how one can use their pri-does limit how one can use their pri-
vate property. Trent Horne gives the vate property. Trent Horne gives the 
example “I own a store and a starv-example “I own a store and a starv-
ing person breaks in to steal food, ing person breaks in to steal food, 
my right to property hasn’t been vio-my right to property hasn’t been vio-
lated because God gave the goods of lated because God gave the goods of 
the earth to all people.” Horne, 2019) the earth to all people.” Horne, 2019) 
I believe this is wrong because in the I believe this is wrong because in the 
world of socialism, the store owner world of socialism, the store owner 
would not have the right to protect would not have the right to protect 
their private property, and the stealer their private property, and the stealer 
would not be punished for stealing.would not be punished for stealing.

          Anabelle Perry is one of the Wom-Anabelle Perry is one of the Wom-
en’s Guild Scholarship recipients.en’s Guild Scholarship recipients.

By Anabelle PerryBy Anabelle Perry
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     I gave a talk on prayer in college      I gave a talk on prayer in college 
and it was the most challenging and and it was the most challenging and 
humbling task. Who has the author-humbling task. Who has the author-
ity to speak about prayer? Jesus. ity to speak about prayer? Jesus. 
Priests. Certainly not a young wom-Priests. Certainly not a young wom-
an in her twenties! And yet, the Lord an in her twenties! And yet, the Lord 
chose me then and He is choosing chose me then and He is choosing 
me to write about prayer now.me to write about prayer now.
     Probably the most transformative      Probably the most transformative 
thing we can learn about prayer is thing we can learn about prayer is 
this: prayer is a relationship. St Teresa this: prayer is a relationship. St Teresa 
of Avila describes prayer as “being of Avila describes prayer as “being 
on terms of friendship with God,on terms of friendship with God,
frequently conversing in secret with frequently conversing in secret with 
Him whom, we know, loves us.”Him whom, we know, loves us.”
Prayer is how we communicate Prayer is how we communicate 
with God. Specifically, it is placing with God. Specifically, it is placing 
ourselves in a posture of receptiv-ourselves in a posture of receptiv-
ity so that God can speak to us, His ity so that God can speak to us, His 
beloved children. Prayer requires beloved children. Prayer requires 
silence, humility, patience, and silence, humility, patience, and 
practice. Prayer requires our pres-practice. Prayer requires our pres-
ence and attention and a willingness ence and attention and a willingness 
to grow.to grow.
     Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has      Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has 
been instrumental in my under-been instrumental in my under-
standing and approach to prayer. standing and approach to prayer. 
In reading a collection of his works, In reading a collection of his works, 
Behold the Pierced One, I learned Behold the Pierced One, I learned 
that Jesus models prayer for us in that Jesus models prayer for us in 
scripture. Jesus teaches us to pray!! scripture. Jesus teaches us to pray!! 
This seems like something IThis seems like something I
shouldn’t have to learn or feel the shouldn’t have to learn or feel the 
need to tell other people, but it’s need to tell other people, but it’s 
something I need to be reminded of something I need to be reminded of 
constantly, and maybe you do too.constantly, and maybe you do too.
     Jesus models prayer. He models      Jesus models prayer. He models 
what a relationship with The Father what a relationship with The Father 
should look like. We are not left should look like. We are not left 
alone to figure it out, He tells us what alone to figure it out, He tells us what 
to do. This is good news!!to do. This is good news!!
     So, if we have forgotten how to      So, if we have forgotten how to 
pray or we never learned… What pray or we never learned… What 
are some of the ways He teaches us are some of the ways He teaches us 
how to pray? I want to talk about how to pray? I want to talk about 
four of them.four of them.
     Let’s start with the most obvious,      Let’s start with the most obvious, 
the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15). the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15). 
“Our Father, who art in heaven, “Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name…” One of the hallowed be thy name…” One of the 
first prayers we learn as children is first prayers we learn as children is 
the Our Father, and the words came the Our Father, and the words came 
from Jesus himself! I often forget the from Jesus himself! I often forget the 

power in this prayer, but it ispower in this prayer, but it is
the perfect summation of our faith. the perfect summation of our faith. 
We are proclaiming that God is who We are proclaiming that God is who 
He says He is, that we are in need of He says He is, that we are in need of 
His grace to do His will, that we are His grace to do His will, that we are 
sinful and need His forgiveness, and sinful and need His forgiveness, and 
that we have faith that we will one that we have faith that we will one 
day be reunited with Him.day be reunited with Him.
     In the same passage that Jesus      In the same passage that Jesus 
gives us the Lord’s Prayer, he teaches gives us the Lord’s Prayer, he teaches 
us how to pray in secret. “Go into us how to pray in secret. “Go into 
your room and shut the door and your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret; pray to your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.” (Matthew 6:6) Jesus will reward you.” (Matthew 6:6) Jesus 
models this form of prayer by going models this form of prayer by going 
off to quiet and lonely places to pray. off to quiet and lonely places to pray. 
This is found numerous times in the This is found numerous times in the 
gospels. He went to places without gospels. He went to places without 
distraction to converse with His distraction to converse with His 
Father in secret. Praying in secret is Father in secret. Praying in secret is 
what transforms us and deepens our what transforms us and deepens our 
relationship with the Lord.relationship with the Lord.
     Jesus, in his humanity and divin-     Jesus, in his humanity and divin-
ity, needed to pray in solitude and ity, needed to pray in solitude and 
silence during his ministry,silence during his ministry,
and we need to pray in solitude and and we need to pray in solitude and 
silence, in order to hear God’s voice! silence, in order to hear God’s voice! 
God speaks in the silence, in a still God speaks in the silence, in a still 
small voice.small voice.
     God also speaks through proph-     God also speaks through proph-
ets; in scripture. The gospels show ets; in scripture. The gospels show 
Jesus reading from the Psalms and Jesus reading from the Psalms and 
teaching in the temples, modeling teaching in the temples, modeling 
prayer with scripture. Today people prayer with scripture. Today people 
attend Bible Studies and use Lectio attend Bible Studies and use Lectio 
Divina or Ignatian Meditation to Divina or Ignatian Meditation to 
pray with scripture. Jesus went to thepray with scripture. Jesus went to the
Temple and proclaimed fulfillment!! Temple and proclaimed fulfillment!! 
Jesus quoted scripture in the face of Jesus quoted scripture in the face of 
temptation, persecution, question-temptation, persecution, question-
ing, suffering, and DEATH!ing, suffering, and DEATH!
     Catholics get a bad rap for “not      Catholics get a bad rap for “not 
knowing scripture,” let’s change that! knowing scripture,” let’s change that! 
Let’s follow Jesus and return to The Let’s follow Jesus and return to The 

Word. Let’s pray with and learn our Word. Let’s pray with and learn our 
favorite Bible verses, let’s have them favorite Bible verses, let’s have them 
written into our hearts. Let’s be written into our hearts. Let’s be 
transformed by what God has to say! transformed by what God has to say! 
What better way to grow in relation-What better way to grow in relation-
ship with someone than to listen to ship with someone than to listen to 
His Word?!His Word?!
     Last, but most definitely NOT      Last, but most definitely NOT 
LEAST, Jesus broke bread. He gave LEAST, Jesus broke bread. He gave 
it to His disciples and said “take and it to His disciples and said “take and 
eat.” Jesus died and gave us himself eat.” Jesus died and gave us himself 
in the Eucharist. Jesus died so that in the Eucharist. Jesus died so that 
we could celebrate and enter into the we could celebrate and enter into the 
highest form of prayer, the Mass. The highest form of prayer, the Mass. The 
Heavenly Banquet on Earth!Heavenly Banquet on Earth!
When Jesus visited the disciples after When Jesus visited the disciples after 
his Resurrection, their eyes were his Resurrection, their eyes were 
opened as He broke bread.opened as He broke bread.
    I personally didn’t think of Mass     I personally didn’t think of Mass 
as a form of prayer until I went to as a form of prayer until I went to 
college and learned the reality of college and learned the reality of 
what happens during the Liturgy of what happens during the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist. Words I heard priests the Eucharist. Words I heard priests 
say thousands of times came to life. say thousands of times came to life. 
On the outside I looked the same, I On the outside I looked the same, I 
stood and sat and kneeled like usual, stood and sat and kneeled like usual, 
but interiorly, there was a change. but interiorly, there was a change. 
Mass was no longer something I at-Mass was no longer something I at-
tended because of an obligation, but tended because of an obligation, but 
as a response to the Lord’s invitation, as a response to the Lord’s invitation, 
a decision made out of love and de-a decision made out of love and de-
sire to be united with The One I love!sire to be united with The One I love!
     No one can see my relationship      No one can see my relationship 
with Jesus, but I hope the fruits are with Jesus, but I hope the fruits are 
visible. No one knows the entirety visible. No one knows the entirety 
of my prayer. No one can tell if I’m of my prayer. No one can tell if I’m 
praying the “Our Father” with inten-praying the “Our Father” with inten-
tionality.    No one knows what piece tionality.    No one knows what piece 
of scripture I’m praying with at any of scripture I’m praying with at any 
given moment. No one knows if I’m given moment. No one knows if I’m 
fully entering into Mass except God! fully entering into Mass except God! 
God knows. God sees in secret!God knows. God sees in secret!
     God delights in us when we pray      God delights in us when we pray 
the Lord’s Prayer. God delights in us the Lord’s Prayer. God delights in us 
when we go off to a quiet and lonely when we go off to a quiet and lonely 
place to pray. God delights when we place to pray. God delights when we 
read His Word. God delights when read His Word. God delights when 
we receive Him in the Eucharist. we receive Him in the Eucharist. 
God delights because He sees in God delights because He sees in 
secret. He knows our hearts and Hesecret. He knows our hearts and He
hears our prayers.hears our prayers.

     Megan Byers is a young adult at St.      Megan Byers is a young adult at St. 
Mark the Evangelist.Mark the Evangelist.

PrayerPrayer
By Megan ByersBy Megan Byers
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     The Liturgy Department at St.      The Liturgy Department at St. 
Mark the Evangelist is pleased to an-Mark the Evangelist is pleased to an-
nounce that they have been assigned nounce that they have been assigned 
two new Seminarians, Nathan Ash-two new Seminarians, Nathan Ash-
burn and Jose Jaime Nieto- Bautista. burn and Jose Jaime Nieto- Bautista. 
Lets give them a warm welcome Lets give them a warm welcome 
when you see them on campus.  The when you see them on campus.  The 
following are their bios:following are their bios:

Nathan AshburnNathan Ashburn

Hello everyone at St, Mark the Hello everyone at St, Mark the 
Evangelist. I am Nathan Ashburn. Evangelist. I am Nathan Ashburn. 
I am a Seminarian at Assumption I am a Seminarian at Assumption 
Seminary in my third year of the-Seminary in my third year of the-
ology. I am a Seminarian for the ology. I am a Seminarian for the 
Diocese of Little Rock. My parents Diocese of Little Rock. My parents 
are Dcn Chuck Ashburn and Ju-are Dcn Chuck Ashburn and Ju-
liann Ashburn. I am the oldest of liann Ashburn. I am the oldest of 
four siblings. I have one brother four siblings. I have one brother 
and two sisters. My brother is 27 and two sisters. My brother is 27 
years old and is married to his wife years old and is married to his wife 
Nicole. My brother is a Captain in Nicole. My brother is a Captain in 
the United States Army. I have sister the United States Army. I have sister 
named Lauren who is 26 years old. named Lauren who is 26 years old. 
My youngest sister is Mary Kather-My youngest sister is Mary Kather-
ine, she is 17 years old. She is looking ine, she is 17 years old. She is looking 
forward to playing college sand vol-forward to playing college sand vol-
leyball and is aspiring to be a nurse leyball and is aspiring to be a nurse 
in the medical field.in the medical field.
     Now for myself, I am 31 years old.      Now for myself, I am 31 years old. 
I grew up going to Catholic Schools I grew up going to Catholic Schools 
my entire life. When I graduated my entire life. When I graduated 
high school, I joined the United high school, I joined the United 
States Army. I was in the Army for States Army. I was in the Army for 
six and a half years. I did two deploy-six and a half years. I did two deploy-
ments to Afghanistan. During my ments to Afghanistan. During my 

first deployment, I received a purple first deployment, I received a purple 
heart for being wounded during a heart for being wounded during a 
company operation. I got out of the company operation. I got out of the 
Army in 2015 and went to school. Army in 2015 and went to school. 
I initially wanted to be a chef. So, I I initially wanted to be a chef. So, I 
joined a culinary program for a year. joined a culinary program for a year. 
Throughout the year, I found my Throughout the year, I found my 
call to the priesthood. Once I ac-call to the priesthood. Once I ac-
cepted my call to the priesthood, I cepted my call to the priesthood, I 
joined the seminary and started my joined the seminary and started my 
journey to become a priest. I have journey to become a priest. I have 
several hobbies that I enjoy. I like to several hobbies that I enjoy. I like to 
hunt ducks and deer. I love to hunt. I hunt ducks and deer. I love to hunt. I 
also like to play golf and fish. I am a also like to play golf and fish. I am a 
decent golf player, and I love salt-decent golf player, and I love salt-
water fishing and fresh-water fishing.    water fishing and fresh-water fishing.    
I hope this short bio of myself has I hope this short bio of myself has 
helped you all get to know me better.  helped you all get to know me better.  
God Bless you all and thank you for God Bless you all and thank you for 
allowing me to serve you all this year.allowing me to serve you all this year.

A fellow brother in Christ,A fellow brother in Christ,
Nathan AshburnNathan Ashburn

New Seminarians Assigned to St. MarkNew Seminarians Assigned to St. Mark
By Robert MartinezBy Robert Martinez

                  

My name is Jose Jaime Nieto Bau-My name is Jose Jaime Nieto Bau-
tista, and I am 31 years old. I was tista, and I am 31 years old. I was 
born and raised in the city of San born and raised in the city of San 
Juan del Rio Queretaro, Mexico, by Juan del Rio Queretaro, Mexico, by 
my mother, Maria Del Carmen Ni-my mother, Maria Del Carmen Ni-
eto Bautista. I have one stepbrother eto Bautista. I have one stepbrother 
that lives with my father in Mexico. that lives with my father in Mexico. 
My mother and I live in Springdale, My mother and I live in Springdale, 
Arkansas, which is also commonly Arkansas, which is also commonly 
known by the residents as “chick-known by the residents as “chick-
endale.” The reason is that there are endale.” The reason is that there are 
many chicken factories in the city. I many chicken factories in the city. I 
have lived in Arkansas for the past 16 have lived in Arkansas for the past 16 

years. My home parish is St. Raphael years. My home parish is St. Raphael 
Catholic Church. I completed my Catholic Church. I completed my 
Bachelor of Arts through Newman’s Bachelor of Arts through Newman’s 
University in Wichita, Kansas. I also University in Wichita, Kansas. I also 
attended three other schools, where attended three other schools, where 
I spent a couple of years to complete I spent a couple of years to complete 
my first four years of formation.my first four years of formation.
     This fall semester of 2020, I started      This fall semester of 2020, I started 
my third year of theological stud-my third year of theological stud-
ies at Assumption Seminary and ies at Assumption Seminary and 
Oblate School of Theology. I have Oblate School of Theology. I have 
just a couple of months until my just a couple of months until my 
Diaconate ordination in May 2021, Diaconate ordination in May 2021, 
God willing, and a year after I will God willing, and a year after I will 
be ordained a Priest. Some of my be ordained a Priest. Some of my 
hobbies are playing disc golf, watch-hobbies are playing disc golf, watch-
ing Netflix, and painting. I also like ing Netflix, and painting. I also like 
watching sports like soccer, football, watching sports like soccer, football, 
hockey (Go Blues), and the Olym-hockey (Go Blues), and the Olym-
pics. The only two sports that I ever pics. The only two sports that I ever 
practiced were soccer and swim-practiced were soccer and swim-
ming, but I am no longer in shape ming, but I am no longer in shape 
to continue practicing them. The to continue practicing them. The 
seminary life has made me grow not seminary life has made me grow not 
only spiritually but also physically to only spiritually but also physically to 
the sides because of my passion for the sides because of my passion for 

food. Painting for me had a signifi-food. Painting for me had a signifi-
cant impact on my life because it was cant impact on my life because it was 
a source of expressing myself. I am a source of expressing myself. I am 
currently taking an Iconography currently taking an Iconography 
class, and I love it. This will be the class, and I love it. This will be the 
second Icon that I have ever written. second Icon that I have ever written. 
My first one I wrote it last year well My first one I wrote it last year well 
is still in the process of completion. is still in the process of completion. 
Hopefully, I will be able to share the Hopefully, I will be able to share the 
one I am working on right now with one I am working on right now with 
you all once I finish with it.you all once I finish with it.
     I look forward to starting my      I look forward to starting my 
ministry this year with all of you here ministry this year with all of you here 
at St. Mark the Evangelist. I cannot at St. Mark the Evangelist. I cannot 
wait to meet each one of you and wait to meet each one of you and 
to see the adventures that God has to see the adventures that God has 
prepared for me among yourselves. I prepared for me among yourselves. I 
will ask you for your prayers to God will ask you for your prayers to God 
that he will lead me and use me as that he will lead me and use me as 
his instrument to serve you all. May his instrument to serve you all. May 
God bless each one of you and keep God bless each one of you and keep 
you safe during these times we are you safe during these times we are 
living in. See you soon!living in. See you soon!

Sincerely;Sincerely;
Seminarian José Jaime Nieto Bautista,Seminarian José Jaime Nieto Bautista,

Diocese of Little Rock, ArkansasDiocese of Little Rock, Arkansas

Jose Jaime Nieto-BautistaJose Jaime Nieto-Bautista
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First Communion at St. Mark the EvangelistFirst Communion at St. Mark the Evangelist

     Since March, the buildings here at      Since March, the buildings here at 
St. Mark have been shockingly silent. St. Mark have been shockingly silent. 
Youth ministry without the youth Youth ministry without the youth 
has been quite the challenge, but we has been quite the challenge, but we 
have tried to stay connected with have tried to stay connected with 
these young teens and their fami-these young teens and their fami-
lies as we navigated through major lies as we navigated through major 
changes, stressors, and fear. In July, changes, stressors, and fear. In July, 
we reached out to the middle school we reached out to the middle school 
students offering an Edge Digital students offering an Edge Digital 
Check-in series released by Life Teen Check-in series released by Life Teen 
International. Over the following 6 International. Over the following 6 
weeks, middle students, adult core weeks, middle students, adult core 
members, and high schoolers who members, and high schoolers who 
are part of the life teen leadership, are part of the life teen leadership, 
gathered together via zoom to dis-gathered together via zoom to dis-
cuss 6 themes that are haunting all of cuss 6 themes that are haunting all of 
us today.  us today.  

Edge Digital Check- in SeriesEdge Digital Check- in Series
     The topics discussed were frus-     The topics discussed were frus-
tration, uncertainty, boredom, tration, uncertainty, boredom, 
disappointment, loneliness, and disappointment, loneliness, and 
restlessness. We spent time empa-restlessness. We spent time empa-
thizing with the teens who are going thizing with the teens who are going 
through these emotions and letting through these emotions and letting 
them know that it is ok to have these them know that it is ok to have these 
feelings. The main point that we feelings. The main point that we 
wanted the youth to understand, was wanted the youth to understand, was 
that even in all of the muck, God that even in all of the muck, God 
is still there with us. Each week we is still there with us. Each week we 
reminded them that Jesus was fully reminded them that Jesus was fully 
human and fully divine, so every human and fully divine, so every 
emotion that we experience has been emotion that we experience has been 
experienced by him. Our God is not experienced by him. Our God is not 
impersonal, he is empathetic to our impersonal, he is empathetic to our 
struggles and always there to take struggles and always there to take 
our hand as we go through them.  our hand as we go through them.  
     At the end of each session we      At the end of each session we 
encouraged the teens to journal on encouraged the teens to journal on 

questions we provided and to talk questions we provided and to talk 
to their parents about what they are to their parents about what they are 
experiencing. We want our kids to experiencing. We want our kids to 
have an open dialogue with their have an open dialogue with their 
parents about how COVID-19 is parents about how COVID-19 is 
affecting them. We even gave them affecting them. We even gave them 
a weekly challenge that was geared a weekly challenge that was geared 
toward alleviating some of the emo-toward alleviating some of the emo-
tions we discussed over the series. tions we discussed over the series. 
Hopefully this weekly check in Hopefully this weekly check in 
helped our middle school students helped our middle school students 
feel connected to a community that feel connected to a community that 
cares for them.  cares for them.  
     If you are a parent of a middle      If you are a parent of a middle 
school student and would like your school student and would like your 
children involved in activities like children involved in activities like 
this, please contact Madonna Gil at this, please contact Madonna Gil at 
210-494-1959 x346 or mgil@st-210-494-1959 x346 or mgil@st-
markevangelist.com. markevangelist.com. 

By Madonna GilBy Madonna Gil
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     Celebrate the Rosary and Our      Celebrate the Rosary and Our 
Lady for the 103th anniversary of Lady for the 103th anniversary of 
Her miracle of the sun. Her miracle of the sun. 
     The Fatima movie now playing      The Fatima movie now playing 
in theatres dramatizes our needs, as in theatres dramatizes our needs, as 
does the COVID-19 pandemic. This does the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
annual St. Mark’s event needs your annual St. Mark’s event needs your 
participation to promote peace in participation to promote peace in 
our community and our nation. our community and our nation. 

     The Rosary Event takes place at 12      The Rosary Event takes place at 12 
noon on Saturday October 10, next noon on Saturday October 10, next 
to Bradley Middle School. to Bradley Middle School. 
     Last year we joined as one of      Last year we joined as one of 
24,000 Rosary rallies around the 24,000 Rosary rallies around the 
world. Please join us at noon atworld. Please join us at noon at

Blossom Park, Blossom Park, 
Heimer and Brook HollowHeimer and Brook Hollow

     Social distancing is no problem.      Social distancing is no problem. 
Bring your ownchairs for the elderly. Bring your ownchairs for the elderly. 
Rosary starts precisely at 12 noon, Rosary starts precisely at 12 noon, 
so we may pray together with the so we may pray together with the 
world! world! 
     For more information contact      For more information contact 
Stan Harmen @ (210) 495-4144 or Stan Harmen @ (210) 495-4144 or 
Secrets of the Rosary group mem-Secrets of the Rosary group mem-
bers. bers. 

Rosary in the ParkRosary in the Park
Photo of 1917 Miracle of the Sun at Photo of 1917 Miracle of the Sun at 

FatimaFatima

St. Mark Knights of Columbus InvitationSt. Mark Knights of Columbus Invitation
  The St. Mark the Evangelist   The St. Mark the Evangelist 
Council 7613 invites you to Council 7613 invites you to 
join the Knights of Columbus join the Knights of Columbus 
today!today!
     Since 1882, membership in      Since 1882, membership in 
the Knights of Columbus has the Knights of Columbus has 
been open to men 18 years of age been open to men 18 years of age 
or older who are “practical” (that is, or older who are “practical” (that is, 

practicing) Catholics in union practicing) Catholics in union 
with the Holy See. Since that with the Holy See. Since that 
time, the Knights of Columbus time, the Knights of Columbus 
has understood “practical catho-has understood “practical catho-
lic” to mean a Catholic who ac-lic” to mean a Catholic who ac-
cepts the teaching authoity of the cepts the teaching authoity of the 

Catholic Church on matters of faith Catholic Church on matters of faith 
and morals, aspires to live in accord and morals, aspires to live in accord 

with the precepts of the Catholic with the precepts of the Catholic 
Church and is in good standing in Church and is in good standing in 
the Catholic Church.the Catholic Church.

          To join please go to:To join please go to:
 https://bit.ly/2RpXXXb  https://bit.ly/2RpXXXb 
The fee to join has been The fee to join has been 

waived for this year.waived for this year.
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     Jesus invited his first disciples to      Jesus invited his first disciples to 
"Come and see!" and "Come and see!" and 
their lives were changed their lives were changed 
forever as they jour-forever as they jour-
neyed with Jesus, our neyed with Jesus, our 
Savior.Savior.
     We invite you,      We invite you, 
likewise, to come and likewise, to come and 
see our faith formation see our faith formation 
program for individuals program for individuals 
who have special needs who have special needs 
that have not been addressed by that have not been addressed by 
our regular faith formation classes.  our regular faith formation classes.  
Wonderful as our regular program Wonderful as our regular program 
is, there are those students who need is, there are those students who need 
a more hands on and individualized a more hands on and individualized 
approach to faith formation that ad-approach to faith formation that ad-
dresses their unique needs.dresses their unique needs.
     Our students range in age from      Our students range in age from 
preschool to adults, and we have preschool to adults, and we have 
two classes which both meet dur-two classes which both meet dur-
ing the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass in ing the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass in 
the Community Center.  We meet the Community Center.  We meet 
each Sunday to provide a consistent each Sunday to provide a consistent 
routine and presence and to allow routine and presence and to allow 
families to attend Mass whiile their families to attend Mass whiile their 

family member is receiving instruc-family member is receiving instruc-
tion using the Sunday Gospel and tion using the Sunday Gospel and 
following the liturgical year.following the liturgical year.

     Begun in September,      Begun in September, 
2002, our program is now 2002, our program is now 
entering its 19th year!   We entering its 19th year!   We 
look with pride at our look with pride at our 
students who have received students who have received 
Penance, Holy Eucharist and Penance, Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation and are now Confirmation and are now 
participating more actively participating more actively 
in parish life along with their in parish life along with their 
family.family.

     We are always looking for people      We are always looking for people 
who would like to serve as "Com-who would like to serve as "Com-
panions" for our students since we panions" for our students since we 
provide one -on- one instruction.    provide one -on- one instruction.    
We welcome all inquiries and our We welcome all inquiries and our 
doors are always open to anyone doors are always open to anyone 
who would like to "Come and see!"who would like to "Come and see!"

For more information please call :For more information please call :
Barbara Thabet  (210) 842-2946Barbara Thabet  (210) 842-2946

Kay Parker  (210) 410-7105Kay Parker  (210) 410-7105

        Kay Parker is one of the Leads of Kay Parker is one of the Leads of 
St. Mark the Evangelist Special Needs St. Mark the Evangelist Special Needs 
Faith Formation.Faith Formation.

Special Needs Faith FormationSpecial Needs Faith Formation
By Kay ParkerBy Kay Parker
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