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     Despite the implications of the pandemic for the celebration of the 50th An-
niversary of my ordination to the priesthood, June 14 was a day of celebration 
for me. The celebration brought together the people of St. Mark the Evangelist 
parish and my family and friends back in Ireland. My gratitude to all who made 
this possible through livestreaming. The drive by parade of well wishes was a 
great surprise to me. I enjoyed it very much. Thank you for the many expres-
sions of congratulations I received from you, and thank you for the gifts you 
gave me as well as your thoughtful words of encouragement.
     My father Patrick was the one least enthused by my decision to join the 
priesthood; unwittingly he was the one that planted the seed. It was his commit-
ment to and participation in the activities of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
that influenced me more than anything else did. My mother Anne sustained 
me by her prayers, in formation and later on as a young priest. To both of them 
I am grateful for this support and love. Many more people have supported and 
sustained me in my priesthood, priests and lay people in the United States and 
Ireland. To all of them I owe a deep sense of gratitude and appreciation for their 
prayers and support.
     You, the people of St. Mark the Evangelist, have been my family for almost 
thirty years. I hope I am the servant to you that Christ the Good Shepherd 
called me to be.  The people in our parish are an example of faith in action 
through their participation in the ministries of our parish.  Your faith and your 
witness are a rich blessing in my life.
					   
							       God Bless,

A Message from A Message from Msgr. Kevin RyanMsgr. Kevin Ryan
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RCIA/CFC News Report 2019-2020RCIA/CFC News Report 2019-2020
     The Saint Mark community and the RCIA/ CFC Team 
would like to thank the following sponsors who walked with 
the Elect and Candidates on their spiritual journey through-
out their initiation experience and especially for adjusting to 
the necessary changes due to the pandemic:
Anabel Farrell, Tom Pardue, John Farrell, Jaynie Gomez,
Daniel Alderete, Diane McConnell, Rosemary Bailey, Martha 
Mundy, Rose Danielson, Chris Schott +,Ron Hallenberger, 
Ann Swihart, John Handrahan, Brenda Szalwinski, Anne 
Hayes, Everlyn Teague, John Lorenzo Emily Tovar, Samuel 
Marsh Ruth Moore (prayer partner) Arturo Sosa.
     A very special thank you to the parents of the young  people 
who stepped right into their God-given role as the “first and 
best catechists of their children” after the shut-down by imple-
menting the “Breaking Open of the Word” in each week’s 
Sunday Gospel at home 
and then using the catechetical materials sent to them each 
week to further their children’s conversion process. conversion process.
Sammy Monreal, Manuel and Jamie Kidney, Virgie Sammy Monreal, Manuel and Jamie Kidney, Virgie 
Gaddis, Patricia Quiroga, Brenda Gutierrez, Benjamin Gaddis, Patricia Quiroga, Brenda Gutierrez, Benjamin 
Quintana, Jose and Angela Tovar.Quintana, Jose and Angela Tovar.
       Thanks also to all the others in the community who    Thanks also to all the others in the community who 
stepped in to help when called upon to substitute on stepped in to help when called upon to substitute on 
short notice when the regular sponsor could not be pres-short notice when the regular sponsor could not be pres-
ent. We are deeply grateful for your generosity. Your ent. We are deeply grateful for your generosity. Your 
dedication as representatives of the Saint Mark commu-dedication as representatives of the Saint Mark commu-
nity in being companions and guides to those seeking to nity in being companions and guides to those seeking to 
become Catholics is deeply appreciated. become Catholics is deeply appreciated. 
      “You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 15:16)      “You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 15:16)
     With thanks and praise to God our latest year of      With thanks and praise to God our latest year of 
adventures and full initiations into our beloved Catholic adventures and full initiations into our beloved Catholic 
Faith is now a completed reality. We celebrated a nor-Faith is now a completed reality. We celebrated a nor-
mal Rite of Full Communion for four fully-initiated mal Rite of Full Communion for four fully-initiated 

By Anne KemperBy Anne Kemper new Catholics right around Thanksgiving last Novem-new Catholics right around Thanksgiving last Novem-
ber. Three of the four came to us from other Christian ber. Three of the four came to us from other Christian 
churches. Congratulations to Bethany Elise Evans Luis, churches. Congratulations to Bethany Elise Evans Luis, 
Michael Dodge, Drerek James Hernandez and one Michael Dodge, Drerek James Hernandez and one 
young Catholic gentelman completed his full initiation, young Catholic gentelman completed his full initiation, 
Brando Thomas McCarty.  Brando Thomas McCarty.  
     We had just begun Lent and the time of Purification      We had just begun Lent and the time of Purification 
and Enlightenment, the proxmate preparation for the and Enlightenment, the proxmate preparation for the 
Easter Vigil when our entire world was engulfed in the Easter Vigil when our entire world was engulfed in the 
Covid Pandemic. We did celebrate the Easter Vigil, but Covid Pandemic. We did celebrate the Easter Vigil, but 
with the heavy restrictions in place, so we could only with the heavy restrictions in place, so we could only 
Baptize, Confirm and celebrate First Eucharist that night Baptize, Confirm and celebrate First Eucharist that night 
with two Elect, Michael Scott Hornsby and John An-with two Elect, Michael Scott Hornsby and John An-
thony McDonald.thony McDonald.
     It took us until around Pentecost to finish initiating      It took us until around Pentecost to finish initiating 
our other Elect becasue we had to do ony three people our other Elect becasue we had to do ony three people 
at a time. Now all our catechumens-the Elect- are one at a time. Now all our catechumens-the Elect- are one 
with us; Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist celebrated with us; Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist celebrated 
during one Liturgry! Welcome to Robert Olivas, Adam during one Liturgry! Welcome to Robert Olivas, Adam 
Stirling, Maddox Kidney, Cameron David Charles Stirling, Maddox Kidney, Cameron David Charles 
Monreal, Erick Kenneth Nerio Monreal. And then came Monreal, Erick Kenneth Nerio Monreal. And then came 
the long wait until we could find the way to celebrate the the long wait until we could find the way to celebrate the 
rite of Reception and Full Communion into the Catho-rite of Reception and Full Communion into the Catho-
lic Church for two of our beautiful alaready Christian lic Church for two of our beautiful alaready Christian 
people, Brandon Paul DuBose, roslyn Ann Lamborn people, Brandon Paul DuBose, roslyn Ann Lamborn 
and the Full Initiation of our young Catholics, Annette and the Full Initiation of our young Catholics, Annette 
Ontiveros, Jose Juan Varela, Katherine Gaddis, Gorge Ontiveros, Jose Juan Varela, Katherine Gaddis, Gorge 
Luis Padilla, Benjamin quintana, Jr. Bernardo Quintana Luis Padilla, Benjamin quintana, Jr. Bernardo Quintana 
and Brooke Katie Jo Tovarand Brooke Katie Jo Tovar

     Anne Kember is the RCIA/CFC Coordinator at  St.      Anne Kember is the RCIA/CFC Coordinator at  St. 
Mark the Evangelist.Mark the Evangelist.
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School Blessing for the Children in our CommunitySchool Blessing for the Children in our Community

     With summer behind us, Coronavirus amongst our      With summer behind us, Coronavirus amongst our 
lives, and the routine of school ahead, we are grateful to lives, and the routine of school ahead, we are grateful to 
God as we take another step in the direction of who we God as we take another step in the direction of who we 
are becoming and we ask God and all the saints to guide are becoming and we ask God and all the saints to guide 
all the children in our community through this school all the children in our community through this school 
year, the new challenges ahead and all the new experi-year, the new challenges ahead and all the new experi-
ences this school year  will bring. We are looking forward ences this school year  will bring. We are looking forward 
to hopefuly seeing you again very soon.to hopefuly seeing you again very soon.

     Jesus, lift our spirits to welcome a new school year. Let      Jesus, lift our spirits to welcome a new school year. Let 
us anticipate and not dread. Let us learn, challenge and us anticipate and not dread. Let us learn, challenge and 
trust. With your grace, we are building tomorrow’s world trust. With your grace, we are building tomorrow’s world 
with what we learn today.with what we learn today.

Bless what we are about to begin.Bless what we are about to begin.
Open our eyes to discover.Open our eyes to discover.

Open our ears to listen.Open our ears to listen.
Open our hearts to care.Open our hearts to care.

Guide us to make our best efforts.Guide us to make our best efforts.
Encourage us.Encourage us.

Bless all who will help us.Bless all who will help us.
Bless those who will teach us.Bless those who will teach us.
Bless those who will serve us.Bless those who will serve us.
Bless those who will guide us.Bless those who will guide us.

Bless those who will encourage us.Bless those who will encourage us.
Bless especially our parents, Bless especially our parents, 

grandparents, families, and friends. grandparents, families, and friends. 
                                                                                                      

				      Amen.	    				      Amen.	    

By: Children’s Ministry DeptartmentBy: Children’s Ministry Deptartment

Youth Confirmation 2020Youth Confirmation 2020

     We are proud to share with our St. Mark the Evange-     We are proud to share with our St. Mark the Evange-
list faith community that those preparing to be sealed list faith community that those preparing to be sealed 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit this faith formation year with the gift of the Holy Spirit this faith formation year 
have now received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Due have now received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Due 
to our Covid-19 health and safety guidelines, we created to our Covid-19 health and safety guidelines, we created 
three different evenings where a selected amount of can-three different evenings where a selected amount of can-
didates were allowed to invite up to 10 people each and didates were allowed to invite up to 10 people each and 
share this wonderful event with their family. For those share this wonderful event with their family. For those 
who could not attend, we had each Confirmation Mass who could not attend, we had each Confirmation Mass 
live streamed on Facebook. Even though the corona live streamed on Facebook. Even though the corona 
virus has taken a lot from us, these candidates continued virus has taken a lot from us, these candidates continued 
to work hard and prepare. They never lost sight of what to work hard and prepare. They never lost sight of what 
was important,  their Catholic faith. As they continue was important,  their Catholic faith. As they continue 

to move forward in their faith journey, I pray that each to move forward in their faith journey, I pray that each 
one will continue to seek and grow in their relationship one will continue to seek and grow in their relationship 
with God. I would like to thank all the catechists/core with God. I would like to thank all the catechists/core 
team that helped prepare these individuals. It is your team that helped prepare these individuals. It is your 
example that inspires others. I would also like to thank example that inspires others. I would also like to thank 
those who helped make these Confirmation Masses go those who helped make these Confirmation Masses go 
smoothly and provided a safe and memorable moment smoothly and provided a safe and memorable moment 
for our community. I feel very blessed to know those for our community. I feel very blessed to know those 
who provided their time as an usher, as well as the music who provided their time as an usher, as well as the music 
ministry, and liturgy department. The Mass would not ministry, and liturgy department. The Mass would not 
have been as wonderful without them involved.have been as wonderful without them involved.

          Elizabeth Herring is the Director of Youth Ministry at St. Elizabeth Herring is the Director of Youth Ministry at St. 
Mark the Evangelist.Mark the Evangelist.

By Elizabeth HerringBy Elizabeth Herring
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