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       The feast of All Saints and the Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time will be celebrated    The feast of All Saints and the Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time will be celebrated 

on the same day this year. In many ways, the month of November is a time to remember on the same day this year. In many ways, the month of November is a time to remember 

and to recall. We remember the people of faith that have made this journey of faith and and to recall. We remember the people of faith that have made this journey of faith and 

that have reached their Heavenly home. Recalling and sharing our stories of the lives of that have reached their Heavenly home. Recalling and sharing our stories of the lives of 

faith they lived gives us hope and courage. Let us remember not only in prayer but also in faith they lived gives us hope and courage. Let us remember not only in prayer but also in 

stories and recollections. Our time changes on November 1, which means more time to stories and recollections. Our time changes on November 1, which means more time to 

gather in our homes, time to share old memories and create new ones.gather in our homes, time to share old memories and create new ones.

 We also celebrate the lives and deaths of All Souls; this is when we pray for the  We also celebrate the lives and deaths of All Souls; this is when we pray for the 

faithful departed. November is a time when we can show our gratitude for the blessings faithful departed. November is a time when we can show our gratitude for the blessings 

and the gift of faith from all who have preceded us.and the gift of faith from all who have preceded us.

 At the end of November, we celebrate Thanksgiving once again, as we gather as  At the end of November, we celebrate Thanksgiving once again, as we gather as 

family and friends to thank God for our country and all it provides. November is also a family and friends to thank God for our country and all it provides. November is also a 

time to draw on the gift of graciousness and gratitude God has given us, to give thanks for time to draw on the gift of graciousness and gratitude God has given us, to give thanks for 

all we have.all we have.

 Though we have encountered many challenges during these day,s at the end of  Though we have encountered many challenges during these day,s at the end of 

2020, we cannot fail to be grateful for all we have.2020, we cannot fail to be grateful for all we have.

 I am looking forward to celebrating the Season of Advent and Christmas with  I am looking forward to celebrating the Season of Advent and Christmas with 

all of you. It is my hope and prayer that we can celebrate and give thanks to God together all of you. It is my hope and prayer that we can celebrate and give thanks to God together 

during this upcoming Holy Season. My wish is that you will be safe and remain healthy.during this upcoming Holy Season. My wish is that you will be safe and remain healthy.

                              God Bless,                              God Bless,
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What Can Be Done to Increase Youth What Can Be Done to Increase Youth 
Participation in the St. Mark Community?Participation in the St. Mark Community?

Some presidential candidates are espousing socialism Some presidential candidates are espousing socialism 
for the United States. Should this form of government for the United States. Should this form of government 
be adopted for the United States? Why or Why not?be adopted for the United States? Why or Why not?

I have been very I have been very 
involved with involved with 
St. Mark’s youth St. Mark’s youth 
programming programming 
since my faith for-since my faith for-
mation classes in mation classes in 
elementary school. elementary school. 
St. Mark has given St. Mark has given 
me a foundation me a foundation 
for a faith-filled for a faith-filled 

life. Most of what I have learned has life. Most of what I have learned has 
happened specifically through the happened specifically through the 
Life Teen and Edge programs. All of Life Teen and Edge programs. All of 
the opportunities they have given me the opportunities they have given me 
has helped me develop a personal has helped me develop a personal 
relationship with the Church and relationship with the Church and 
with God.with God.
     I am “cradle Catholic”. I was raised      I am “cradle Catholic”. I was raised 
in a family that is very active in the in a family that is very active in the 
faith, so it is natural that I would be faith, so it is natural that I would be 
one to reach out to learn more about one to reach out to learn more about 

it. Most people of my age, however, it. Most people of my age, however, 
are not as in touch with God or the are not as in touch with God or the 
Church. The best way to get youth to Church. The best way to get youth to 
be open to growing their faith is by be open to growing their faith is by 
helping them build relationships that helping them build relationships that 
give them motivation to do so. The give them motivation to do so. The 
best way to make those connections best way to make those connections 
is through their youth ministers.is through their youth ministers.
     St. Mark’s biggest barrier to your      St. Mark’s biggest barrier to your 
involvement has been the constant involvement has been the constant 
turnover in this role. In the last four turnover in this role. In the last four 
years, I have had three different years, I have had three different 
youth ministers. Often, the change youth ministers. Often, the change 
happens at the end of the summer. happens at the end of the summer. 
This is right after the current youth This is right after the current youth 
minister has made stronger connec-minister has made stronger connec-
tions with teens during the summer tions with teens during the summer 
activities. All those connections that activities. All those connections that 
the former minister had created are the former minister had created are 
lost. Each time the role has changed, lost. Each time the role has changed, 
the number of kids participating in the number of kids participating in 
Life Teen has decreased. I have also Life Teen has decreased. I have also 
seen good adult volunteers get dis-seen good adult volunteers get dis-

couraged by the constant change and couraged by the constant change and 
become less involved. Along with become less involved. Along with 
the youth minister, these relation-the youth minister, these relation-
ships keep teens engaged too, and it’s ships keep teens engaged too, and it’s 
upsetting to lose them. upsetting to lose them. 
     So, the answer to the question,      So, the answer to the question, 
“what can be done to increase youth “what can be done to increase youth 
participation in the community of St. participation in the community of St. 
Mark the Evangelist?”, is we need to Mark the Evangelist?”, is we need to 
get a dynamic and well trained youth get a dynamic and well trained youth 
minister who can stay in place for a minister who can stay in place for a 
long time to create stability and have long time to create stability and have 
close relationships with the teens. close relationships with the teens. 
Without a consistent leader, how Without a consistent leader, how 
can anyone build a sense of commu-can anyone build a sense of commu-
nity that makes them want to come nity that makes them want to come 
back? St. Mark is a great place for back? St. Mark is a great place for 
youth to gather to learn about their youth to gather to learn about their 
faith, but it can’t get better if none of faith, but it can’t get better if none of 
those kids are active.those kids are active.

          Keith Van Winkle is a recipient of Keith Van Winkle is a recipient of 
the Knights of Columbus Scholarship.the Knights of Columbus Scholarship.

By Keith Van WinkleBy Keith Van Winkle

In an address In an address 
to the New to the New 
Ambassador of Ambassador of 
New Zealand New Zealand 
in May 2005, in May 2005, 
St. John Paul II St. John Paul II 
said, “A society said, “A society 
will be judged will be judged 
on the basis of on the basis of 
how it treats its how it treats its 
weakest mem-weakest mem-

bers; and among the most vulnerable bers; and among the most vulnerable 
are surely the unborn and the dying.” are surely the unborn and the dying.” 
For the United States to be successful For the United States to be successful 
in protecting the unborn and dy-in protecting the unborn and dy-
ing, it would be in its best interest to ing, it would be in its best interest to 
adopt some aspects of socialism.adopt some aspects of socialism.
   In simple terms, socialism is the    In simple terms, socialism is the 
economic and political theory that economic and political theory that 
the social organization belongs not the social organization belongs not 
to one person, to each individual, to one person, to each individual, 

or even to a group of well-educated or even to a group of well-educated 
people. Instead, it belongs to a com-people. Instead, it belongs to a com-
munity, united as one team, rooting munity, united as one team, rooting 
for the success and respecting the for the success and respecting the 
worth of each life of the rest of the worth of each life of the rest of the 
community.community.
     According to Catholic Social      According to Catholic Social 
Teaching, each member of our Teaching, each member of our 
society has the responsibility of society has the responsibility of 
upholding the dignity of others. The upholding the dignity of others. The 
United States’ current social system United States’ current social system 
still suffers from its 1800’s behavior. still suffers from its 1800’s behavior. 
Racism continues to stifle minorities. Racism continues to stifle minorities. 
Poverty is abundant and influenced Poverty is abundant and influenced 
by racism (the poverty rate for the by racism (the poverty rate for the 
African-American and Hispanic African-American and Hispanic 
communities is more than double communities is more than double 
the rate of Non-Hispanic whites). the rate of Non-Hispanic whites). 
According to the Public Broadcast-According to the Public Broadcast-
ing System (PBS), 82 million Ameri-ing System (PBS), 82 million Ameri-
cans have inadequate health insur-cans have inadequate health insur-
ance or none at all.ance or none at all.

     The United States should not      The United States should not 
completely throw out democracy completely throw out democracy 
and assume a communist state. and assume a communist state. 
However, integrating some aspects However, integrating some aspects 
of socialism into the current govern-of socialism into the current govern-
mental system, such as economic mental system, such as economic 
planning for equity among races, planning for equity among races, 
work and wages according to ability work and wages according to ability 
and need, and universal healthcare, and need, and universal healthcare, 
could remedy or even completely could remedy or even completely 
repair issues that continue to divide repair issues that continue to divide 
Americans into more alienated Americans into more alienated 
social and economic classes.social and economic classes.
     The United States needs to be      The United States needs to be 
reminded that “If [one] part suffers, reminded that “If [one] part suffers, 
all the parts suffer with it; if one part all the parts suffer with it; if one part 
is honored, all the parts share its joy,” is honored, all the parts share its joy,” 
(1Corinthians 12:26)(1Corinthians 12:26)

     Delaney Rayner is a recipient of the      Delaney Rayner is a recipient of the 
Knights of Columbus Scholarship.Knights of Columbus Scholarship.

By Delaney RaynerBy Delaney Rayner
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By Maria RodriguezBy Maria Rodriguez

Sisters and Brothers in Christ and Sisters and Brothers in Christ and 
Beloved Community of St. Mark,Beloved Community of St. Mark,
     I want to take this opportunity to      I want to take this opportunity to 
inform  you that quietly, the Ministry inform  you that quietly, the Ministry 
of St. Vincent de Paul has continued of St. Vincent de Paul has continued 
to faithfully serve our neighbors to faithfully serve our neighbors 
in need, in spite of the pandemic. in need, in spite of the pandemic. 
We have not closed our office. We We have not closed our office. We 
continue to share all the donations continue to share all the donations 
that you, by the Grace of God, have that you, by the Grace of God, have 
been contributing for the needy each been contributing for the needy each 
week.week.
     Given the current pandemic, only      Given the current pandemic, only 
three of our volunteers have been three of our volunteers have been 
able to continue serving, but it is im-able to continue serving, but it is im-
portant for you to know that we are portant for you to know that we are 
here, and continue to be here with here, and continue to be here with 
the help of God. We thank you for the help of God. We thank you for 
your support and the help of Msgr. your support and the help of Msgr. 
Kevin Ryan, who has given us his full Kevin Ryan, who has given us his full 
support and protection, not only to support and protection, not only to 
the members of the ministry, but to the members of the ministry, but to 
the neighbors we serve.the neighbors we serve.
     We are open Monday to Friday      We are open Monday to Friday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and offer from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and offer 
one or more of the following ser-one or more of the following ser-
vices depending on the needs of our vices depending on the needs of our 
neighbors:neighbors:
•Assistance with partial payments of •Assistance with partial payments of 
RENT, so they will not be homeless.RENT, so they will not be homeless.
•Assistance with payment of UTILI-•Assistance with payment of UTILI-
TIES.TIES.
•Provide FOOD and HEB CARDS, •Provide FOOD and HEB CARDS, 
for their needs of fresh food and for their needs of fresh food and 
dairy products.dairy products.

     We also have a new procedure in      We also have a new procedure in 
place to better protect the neighbors place to better protect the neighbors 
we serve and ourselves. The new we serve and ourselves. The new 
procedure is as follows:procedure is as follows:
1. MAKE AN APPOINTMENT. 1. MAKE AN APPOINTMENT. 
The neighbors in need call our office The neighbors in need call our office 
to make an appointment. If we are to make an appointment. If we are 
in we will take the call. We LISTEN in we will take the call. We LISTEN 
to their needs, physical and spiritual, to their needs, physical and spiritual, 
and TALK to them to give them and TALK to them to give them 
courage and HOPE, and we share courage and HOPE, and we share 
the Word of God with them. During the Word of God with them. During 
this time, we pray for wisdom and this time, we pray for wisdom and 
discernment to better understand discernment to better understand 
their real needs, and we ask them if their real needs, and we ask them if 
they want to be included in our peti-they want to be included in our peti-
tions in Daily Mass.tions in Daily Mass.
     During the call, we also encourage      During the call, we also encourage 
them to follow the safety protocols them to follow the safety protocols 
for the pandemic for their own for the pandemic for their own 
health and that of society, wearing health and that of society, wearing 
masks, and any other protective masks, and any other protective 
equipment, as well askeeping a safe equipment, as well askeeping a safe 
distance.distance.
2. DAYS OF SERVICE. The distribu-2. DAYS OF SERVICE. The distribu-
tion of food and HEB cards takes tion of food and HEB cards takes 
place on TUESDAY AND THURS-place on TUESDAY AND THURS-
DAY at 11:00 a.m. Our neighbors DAY at 11:00 a.m. Our neighbors 
in need are asked to come in at that in need are asked to come in at that 
time and to park at San Francis time and to park at San Francis 
of Assisi Circle. They are asked to of Assisi Circle. They are asked to 
display their names on the passenger display their names on the passenger 
side window of their cars for identifi-side window of their cars for identifi-
cation from inside the building, and cation from inside the building, and 
to remain in the car until their turn to remain in the car until their turn 
comes up. Copies of unpaid bills comes up. Copies of unpaid bills 
and other documents needed can and other documents needed can 

be dropped off at that time or sent be dropped off at that time or sent 
by email to our office. NOBODY by email to our office. NOBODY 
OTHER THAN OUR VOLUN-OTHER THAN OUR VOLUN-
TEERS ARE ALLOWED INTO TEERS ARE ALLOWED INTO 
THE OFFICE.THE OFFICE.
     We want to assure the St. Mark      We want to assure the St. Mark 
community that the ministry of community that the ministry of 
St. Vincent de Paul fairly and justly St. Vincent de Paul fairly and justly 
administers your contributions to administers your contributions to 
better serve the needy, and that we better serve the needy, and that we 
ask GOD for WISDOM and DIS-ask GOD for WISDOM and DIS-
CERNING in doing this. We are CERNING in doing this. We are 
very thankful for all your support very thankful for all your support 
and that you have not forgotten us.  and that you have not forgotten us.  
For our part, the pandemic will not For our part, the pandemic will not 
stop us from serving our brothers in stop us from serving our brothers in 
need.need.
3. NOVENA. On September 27, 3. NOVENA. On September 27, 
the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, we the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, we 
placed a wooden box at the entrance placed a wooden box at the entrance 
of the main sanctuary where you can of the main sanctuary where you can 
deposit your written petitions for deposit your written petitions for 
prayers of intercession. We encour-prayers of intercession. We encour-
age you to bring the petitions already age you to bring the petitions already 
written, for your safety and protec-written, for your safety and protec-
tion. The petitions will be offered tion. The petitions will be offered 
in the form of a NOVENA dur-in the form of a NOVENA dur-
ing Daily Mass. At the end of each ing Daily Mass. At the end of each 
Novena, another will immediately Novena, another will immediately 
start with new petitions. The box will start with new petitions. The box will 
remain in the Sanctuary.remain in the Sanctuary.
May God Bless You all. Please pray May God Bless You all. Please pray 
for us.for us.

          Maria G. Rodriguez is the Presi-Maria G. Rodriguez is the Presi-
dent of St. Vincent de Paul Ministry at dent of St. Vincent de Paul Ministry at 
St. Mark the Evangelist.St. Mark the Evangelist.

St. Vincent de Paul Continues ServiceSt. Vincent de Paul Continues Service
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     The Music Department at St.      The Music Department at St. 
Mark the Evangelist is pleased to Mark the Evangelist is pleased to 
announce  that our Concert Series is announce  that our Concert Series is 
back on Friday, November 13 at 7:00 back on Friday, November 13 at 7:00 
p.m. Samuel Gaskin, former organist p.m. Samuel Gaskin, former organist 
here at St. Mark, will be featuring his here at St. Mark, will be featuring his 
own composition, “Chants.” Along-own composition, “Chants.” Along-
side him will be Saxophonist Joshua side him will be Saxophonist Joshua 
Brant. The concert will FREE with Brant. The concert will FREE with 
donations accepted by the artists for donations accepted by the artists for 
the next step in their work.the next step in their work.

Samuel Gas-Samuel Gas-
kin completed kin completed 
graduate stud-graduate stud-
ies in organ ies in organ 
performance performance 
from the from the 
University University 

of North Texas (MM, 2018) with of North Texas (MM, 2018) with 
Dr. Jesse Eschbach. He has played Dr. Jesse Eschbach. He has played 
with the San Antonio Symphony with the San Antonio Symphony 
under the baton of Jeannette Sorell under the baton of Jeannette Sorell 
(Apollo’s Fire) as well as with the San (Apollo’s Fire) as well as with the San 
Antonio-based early music group Antonio-based early music group 
Sonido Barroco. Gaskin has traveled Sonido Barroco. Gaskin has traveled 
to Europe to study improvisation to Europe to study improvisation 
with Thierry Escaich, Baptiste-with Thierry Escaich, Baptiste-
Florian Marle-Ouvrard, and Franz Florian Marle-Ouvrard, and Franz 
Danksagmüller, among others. In Danksagmüller, among others. In 
2013, he was a finalist in the Mikael 2013, he was a finalist in the Mikael 
Tariverdiev International Organ Tariverdiev International Organ 
Competition held in Kaliningrad, Competition held in Kaliningrad, 

Russia and in 2016 won 1st prize in Russia and in 2016 won 1st prize in 
the University of Michigan Interna-the University of Michigan Interna-
tional Organ Improvisation Com-tional Organ Improvisation Com-
petition. Interested in improvisation petition. Interested in improvisation 
of all kinds, Gaskin has studied jazz of all kinds, Gaskin has studied jazz 
piano with Hank Hehmsoth, Pat piano with Hank Hehmsoth, Pat 
Coil, and Henry Dickhoff. Cur-Coil, and Henry Dickhoff. Cur-
rently, Gaskin is transcribing tracks rently, Gaskin is transcribing tracks 
from the album “Equilibrium” by from the album “Equilibrium” by 
Ben Monder (guitar) and Kristjan Ben Monder (guitar) and Kristjan 
Randalu (piano) for publication by Randalu (piano) for publication by 
the Estonian-based Terentyev Music the Estonian-based Terentyev Music 
Publishing Company in December Publishing Company in December 
2020. In recent years, Gaskin has 2020. In recent years, Gaskin has 
studied composition with William studied composition with William 
James Ross, S. Andrew Lloyd, and James Ross, S. Andrew Lloyd, and 
Ethan Wickman. Mr. Gaskin is ac-Ethan Wickman. Mr. Gaskin is ac-
tive as a collaborative musician and tive as a collaborative musician and 
recently performed at the biennial recently performed at the biennial 
North American Saxophone Alli-North American Saxophone Alli-
ance Convention with the Aruna ance Convention with the Aruna 
Quartet and Joshua Bryant. He cur-Quartet and Joshua Bryant. He cur-
rently serves as Assistant Organist & rently serves as Assistant Organist & 
Choirmaster at the historic St. Mark’s Choirmaster at the historic St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in downtown San Episcopal Church in downtown San 
Antonio, Texas.Antonio, Texas.

Joshua Bryant is a Joshua Bryant is a 
saxophonist based saxophonist based 
out of San Antonio, out of San Antonio, 
Texas, where he Texas, where he 
serves as adjunct serves as adjunct 
professor of saxo-professor of saxo-
phone at Trinity phone at Trinity 
University and San University and San 

Antonio College, along with teach-Antonio College, along with teach-
ing at national award winning pri-ing at national award winning pri-
vate studio that reaches the greater vate studio that reaches the greater 
San Antonio area. As an educator, San Antonio area. As an educator, 
Joshua’s students have won many Joshua’s students have won many 
competitions including The Fischoff competitions including The Fischoff 
National Chamber Music Competi-National Chamber Music Competi-
tion, The M Prize Chamber Arts tion, The M Prize Chamber Arts 
Competition, national finalist in the Competition, national finalist in the 
Music Teachers National Association Music Teachers National Association 
competition, and national finalists in competition, and national finalists in 
the North American Saxophone Al-the North American Saxophone Al-
liance Competition. As a performer, liance Competition. As a performer, 
Joshua shares his passion for the ten-Joshua shares his passion for the ten-
or saxophone by engaging audiences or saxophone by engaging audiences 
around the world and advancing the around the world and advancing the 
repertoire of his instrument through repertoire of his instrument through 
his own transcriptions, showcasing his own transcriptions, showcasing 
the capabilities of the tenor voice. the capabilities of the tenor voice. 
Joshua Bryant received his bachelor’s Joshua Bryant received his bachelor’s 
degree in music education from degree in music education from 
the University of Oklahoma, and the University of Oklahoma, and 
his master’s in saxophone perfor-his master’s in saxophone perfor-
mance at Duquesne University with mance at Duquesne University with 
his great mentor and leader of his his great mentor and leader of his 
instrument, James Houlik.instrument, James Houlik.
     Save the Date and plan to be      Save the Date and plan to be 
entertained by these talented musi-entertained by these talented musi-
cians on November 13. Covid 19 cians on November 13. Covid 19 
protocols will be striclty followed for protocols will be striclty followed for 
this concert.this concert.

     Joshua Frilling is the Music      Joshua Frilling is the Music 
Director at St. Mark the Evangelist.Director at St. Mark the Evangelist.

Save the Date! Concert Series is Back!Save the Date! Concert Series is Back!
By Joshua FrillingBy Joshua Frilling
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We are Called to ShareWe are Called to Share
By Melanie RutkoskiBy Melanie Rutkoski

     We are called to share His good      We are called to share His good 
news with others through our words news with others through our words 
and actions and as our preschool and actions and as our preschool 
celebrates 41 years of service, we find celebrates 41 years of service, we find 
inspiration in our history and in the inspiration in our history and in the 
blessings of today.  As director of the blessings of today.  As director of the 
preschool, I am encouraged by our preschool, I am encouraged by our 
families, their children, our church, families, their children, our church, 
and those I get to serve with on a and those I get to serve with on a 
daily basis.  In the same way that daily basis.  In the same way that 
sounds of giggles, singing, praying, sounds of giggles, singing, praying, 
plus the actions of hands on learning plus the actions of hands on learning 
fill the classrooms; I hope that these fill the classrooms; I hope that these 
following words fill your heart, as following words fill your heart, as 
they have mine.they have mine.
    “My journey with St. Mark’s Cath-    “My journey with St. Mark’s Cath-
olic Preschool began 29 years ago olic Preschool began 29 years ago 
as a student. Not only did all of my as a student. Not only did all of my 
family exclusively attend St. Mark’s family exclusively attend St. Mark’s 
Preschool, but my mother and aunt Preschool, but my mother and aunt 
were teachers for the program. My were teachers for the program. My 
memories of preschool are vivid and memories of preschool are vivid and 
joyful. I even am still in touch with joyful. I even am still in touch with 
one of my preschool friends after one of my preschool friends after 
nearly 30 years. Once I had children nearly 30 years. Once I had children 
of my own, there was really no ques-of my own, there was really no ques-
tion as to where I wanted to send tion as to where I wanted to send 
them for early childhood educa-them for early childhood educa-
tion. My experience as a parent has tion. My experience as a parent has 
been an overwhelming joy. In her been an overwhelming joy. In her 
years at St. Mark’s, my daughter has years at St. Mark’s, my daughter has 
developed such a genuine love for developed such a genuine love for 
God and has experienced a strong God and has experienced a strong 
sense of belonging to our parish as sense of belonging to our parish as 
a result. She said it best when she a result. She said it best when she 

said, ‘St. Mark’s is my home sweet said, ‘St. Mark’s is my home sweet 
home.’ I could not agree more. St. home.’ I could not agree more. St. 
Mark’s is our parish home, our Faith Mark’s is our parish home, our Faith 
Community, and where my children Community, and where my children 
will begin their quest for knowledge will begin their quest for knowledge 
and Faith. Our daughter will be and Faith. Our daughter will be 
‘graduating’ from preschool this year, ‘graduating’ from preschool this year, 
but I am thankful that our family’s but I am thankful that our family’s 
journey with St. Mark’s Preschool journey with St. Mark’s Preschool 
will continue with our next child. I will continue with our next child. I 
am also grateful to Fr. Kevin for his am also grateful to Fr. Kevin for his 
support of the preschool for over 40 support of the preschool for over 40 
years, and for Melanie Rutkoski who years, and for Melanie Rutkoski who 
has made the vision for this program has made the vision for this program 
beyond what a Faith-filled family beyond what a Faith-filled family 
could ever ask for. The Holy Spirit could ever ask for. The Holy Spirit 
is active and at work within the St. is active and at work within the St. 
Mark’s Community and I consider Mark’s Community and I consider 
our family supremely blessed to call our family supremely blessed to call 
this Community our “home sweet this Community our “home sweet 
home”.  - Angela Mauer, mother of home”.  - Angela Mauer, mother of 
Madeleine Mauer (4 yrs)Madeleine Mauer (4 yrs)
     “Both of my kids have gone to      “Both of my kids have gone to 
St. Mark Catholic Preschool. My St. Mark Catholic Preschool. My 
daughter started here when she daughter started here when she 
was 4 when we first moved to San was 4 when we first moved to San 
Antonio. Being a military family, it Antonio. Being a military family, it 
was hard to make the transition. My was hard to make the transition. My 
daughter loved it and her teachers daughter loved it and her teachers 
made her feel at home. Next, we had made her feel at home. Next, we had 
my son come here. It was an easy de-my son come here. It was an easy de-
cision because we saw how much we cision because we saw how much we 
loved the school! All of the teachers loved the school! All of the teachers 
have made a significant impact on have made a significant impact on 
our lives. We still keep in touch with our lives. We still keep in touch with 
themthem..”  -Johanna M. Welsh, mother ”  -Johanna M. Welsh, mother 
of Landon (4yrs)of Landon (4yrs)

     “Our time at St. Mark Catholic      “Our time at St. Mark Catholic 
Preschool was filled with joy and Preschool was filled with joy and 
faith. From the moment Samantha faith. From the moment Samantha 
began, to the time we had to leave, began, to the time we had to leave, 
she was happy, well cared for, and she was happy, well cared for, and 
learned so much. Not only were learned so much. Not only were 
her academics enriched, but the her academics enriched, but the 
foundation of her faith was guided. foundation of her faith was guided. 
She loved her St. Mark Catholic She loved her St. Mark Catholic 
Preschool family and still speaks of Preschool family and still speaks of 
her time there. We are blessed to her time there. We are blessed to 
be a member of the SMCP family.”   be a member of the SMCP family.”   
-Valerie Cervantes, SMCP Admin. -Valerie Cervantes, SMCP Admin. 
Assistant and mother of Samantha Assistant and mother of Samantha 
(9 yrs)(9 yrs)
           “My girls were fortunate enough  “My girls were fortunate enough 
to be a part of St. Mark Catholic to be a part of St. Mark Catholic 
Preschool from 2005-2007. This Preschool from 2005-2007. This 
preschool provided a fun environ-preschool provided a fun environ-
ment to learn and play while encour-ment to learn and play while encour-
aging growth in faith and academics. aging growth in faith and academics. 
Their teachers fostered their love of Their teachers fostered their love of 
learning and helped them to be seen learning and helped them to be seen 
as individuals. We are so proud to as individuals. We are so proud to 
be a part of a long lasting ministry be a part of a long lasting ministry 
that has continued to foster the same that has continued to foster the same 
warm and loving care decade after warm and loving care decade after 
decade.”   -Andrea Caro Pizaña, decade.”   -Andrea Caro Pizaña, 
SMCP Teacher and mother of Sydni SMCP Teacher and mother of Sydni 
and Kennedi (18 yrs)and Kennedi (18 yrs)
      “I love seeing the smiles and       “I love seeing the smiles and 
enthusiasm of our young students, enthusiasm of our young students, 
learning and being kind and loving learning and being kind and loving 
as they learn to socialize with peers.” as they learn to socialize with peers.” 
– Mrs. Portillo, SMCP Teacher– Mrs. Portillo, SMCP Teacher
     Melanie Rutkoski is the Director of      Melanie Rutkoski is the Director of 
the St. Mark Catholic Preschool.the St. Mark Catholic Preschool.
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     Pandemic or not, the mission of      Pandemic or not, the mission of 
our parish to form young disciples our parish to form young disciples 
of Jesus must of Jesus must 
go on! God has go on! God has 
blessed us with blessed us with 
the resources to the resources to 
keep in touch keep in touch 
with our young with our young 
church and to church and to 
propose Jesus as propose Jesus as 
the source of our the source of our 
joy and meaning joy and meaning 
in this turbulent in this turbulent 
time. Over the past several weeks, time. Over the past several weeks, 
high school teens and adult Core high school teens and adult Core 
Members have been meeting via Members have been meeting via 
Zoom and discussing the meaning Zoom and discussing the meaning 
of vocation (from Latin vocare “to of vocation (from Latin vocare “to 
call”) through a series of Life Nights call”) through a series of Life Nights 
titled “Downside-Up”. Our focus has titled “Downside-Up”. Our focus has 
been Jesus’ call for each of us to par-been Jesus’ call for each of us to par-
ticipate in the Kingdom of God that ticipate in the Kingdom of God that 
he established, a kingdom where he established, a kingdom where 
Christ is King, the Spirit is our guide, Christ is King, the Spirit is our guide, 
law is founded on love, and the lowly law is founded on love, and the lowly 
are lifted up. This seemingly topsy-are lifted up. This seemingly topsy-
turvy worldview challenged our turvy worldview challenged our 
community to seek out life’s mean-community to seek out life’s mean-
ing and our personal calling through ing and our personal calling through 

love of God’s will rather than con-love of God’s will rather than con-
cern for the standards of our passing cern for the standards of our passing 
age. Teens were also introduced to age. Teens were also introduced to 
the personal vocations of marriage, the personal vocations of marriage, 

priesthood, and the religious life as priesthood, and the religious life as 
expressions of personal vocations expressions of personal vocations 
within our shared, universal voca-within our shared, universal voca-
tion to holiness and abundant life in tion to holiness and abundant life in 
Christ. The questions and insights Christ. The questions and insights 
of our young church, the wisdom of our young church, the wisdom 
of our catechists, and the courage of of our catechists, and the courage of 
our teen leaders made every gather-our teen leaders made every gather-
ing an encouraging witness to the ing an encouraging witness to the 
Spirit’s vitality in our parish commu-Spirit’s vitality in our parish commu-
nity. The series wrapped up with a nity. The series wrapped up with a 
rare and blessed experience to gather rare and blessed experience to gather 
together in-person for an evening of together in-person for an evening of 
competitive games, pumpkin deco-competitive games, pumpkin deco-
rating, music, and prayer. rating, music, and prayer. 
     The task of forming young dis-     The task of forming young dis-

A Teen’s Place in the KingdomA Teen’s Place in the Kingdom
By Blake TamezBy Blake Tamez ciples is accomplished only through ciples is accomplished only through 

a parish-wide, intergenerational, a parish-wide, intergenerational, 
prayer-powered, love-inspired effort, prayer-powered, love-inspired effort, 
and we are immensely grateful to all and we are immensely grateful to all 

of the par-of the par-
ents, grand-ents, grand-
parents, parents, 
extended extended 
family, family, 
friends, and friends, and 
other com-other com-
munity munity 
members members 
who support who support 
the young the young 

people of our church. It’s through people of our church. It’s through 
your sacrifice of time and resources your sacrifice of time and resources 
that we are able to create a space for that we are able to create a space for 
the teens of our parish to recognize the teens of our parish to recognize 
their place in the Kingdom of God. If their place in the Kingdom of God. If 
you or the children you love are not you or the children you love are not 
yet connected to our youth ministry yet connected to our youth ministry 
community, you can visit our web-community, you can visit our web-
site at www.stmarkym.com for ways site at www.stmarkym.com for ways 
to contact us and learn more about to contact us and learn more about 
weekly meetings and other opportu-weekly meetings and other opportu-
nities. nities. 

          Blake Tamez is the Coodinator of Blake Tamez is the Coodinator of 
Discipleship Ministries at St. Mark the Discipleship Ministries at St. Mark the 
Evangelist Catholic Church.Evangelist Catholic Church.
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     My oldest two children took piano      My oldest two children took piano 
lessons when then were younger. In lessons when then were younger. In 
fact, it was because my oldest wanted fact, it was because my oldest wanted 
to learn to play so badly that we to learn to play so badly that we 
purchased a piano. He would use it purchased a piano. He would use it 
for practice during his few years of for practice during his few years of 
lessons, and then my daughter took lessons, and then my daughter took 
up the instrument. After a few years up the instrument. After a few years 
of lessons for each, restlessness set in of lessons for each, restlessness set in 
and a type of indifference took over. and a type of indifference took over. 
The lessons and the practicing came The lessons and the practicing came 
to an end.to an end.
     My youngest had not expressed      My youngest had not expressed 
much interest in piano when he was much interest in piano when he was 
younger. Then when he was a teen-younger. Then when he was a teen-
ager, he asked for lessons. He began ager, he asked for lessons. He began 
to play and now he plays even for to play and now he plays even for 

fun and to relax. When his siblings fun and to relax. When his siblings 
try to play, they are stuck with the try to play, they are stuck with the 
truth that those days are gone and truth that those days are gone and 
since they gave it up years ago, they since they gave it up years ago, they 
can no longer really play. In many can no longer really play. In many 
ways, they were given a gift, but ways, they were given a gift, but 
since they did not use and cultivate since they did not use and cultivate 
it, they lost it.it, they lost it.
God gives us gifts every day and God gives us gifts every day and 
we too often act like those gifts will we too often act like those gifts will 
simply always be there. The truth is, simply always be there. The truth is, 
unlike God Himself, many of those unlike God Himself, many of those 
gifts are not eternal. If we fail to gifts are not eternal. If we fail to 
acknowledge them and put them to acknowledge them and put them to 
use, we risk losing them in the end. use, we risk losing them in the end. 
What a shame. What gifts might be What a shame. What gifts might be 
slowly slipping away from each of us slowly slipping away from each of us 
due to our lack of interest and indif-due to our lack of interest and indif-
ference? They might not be there if ference? They might not be there if 
and when we change our minds.and when we change our minds.

     Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/gifts-
given-to-share/

By Tracy Earl Weliver, MTSBy Tracy Earl Weliver, MTS

By Cathy GalleBy Cathy Galle
     This is a long-standing tradi-     This is a long-standing tradi-
tion in the Catholic Church; Votive tion in the Catholic Church; Votive 
Masses are Masses with specific in-Masses are Masses with specific in-
tercessions for a particular concern. tercessions for a particular concern. 
They are specific to the concerns They are specific to the concerns 
and demands that worry the Chris-and demands that worry the Chris-
tian world. Each day of the week, as tian world. Each day of the week, as 
long as it does not interfere with an long as it does not interfere with an 
obligatory feast, a particular theme obligatory feast, a particular theme 
is recognized at the Holy Sacrifice of is recognized at the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. These Masses are intended the Mass. These Masses are intended 
to promote the devotion toward the to promote the devotion toward the 
central mysteries, the Trinity, the central mysteries, the Trinity, the 
Mercy of God, Christ, the Cross, the Mercy of God, Christ, the Cross, the 
Eucharist, the Holy Spirit, Mary, the Eucharist, the Holy Spirit, Mary, the 
Angels and the Saints.Angels and the Saints.

     Do you know what day is set aside for each particular theme? Try solving      Do you know what day is set aside for each particular theme? Try solving 
the puzzle below:the puzzle below:

                                        SUNDAY                                             ST. JOSHEPH SUNDAY                                             ST. JOSHEPH 
                     MONDAY                                          EUCHARIST                     MONDAY                                          EUCHARIST
                     TUESDAY                                      RESURRECTION OF JESUS                     TUESDAY                                      RESURRECTION OF JESUS
                     WEDNESDAY                                OUR LADY                     WEDNESDAY                                OUR LADY
                     THURSDAY                                     HOLY ANGELS                     THURSDAY                                     HOLY ANGELS
                     FRIDAY                                               SOULS IN PURGATORY                     FRIDAY                                               SOULS IN PURGATORY
                     SATURDAY                       SATURDAY                                                                      PASSION OF JESUSPASSION OF JESUS

What are Votive Masses?What are Votive Masses?

Answers; Sunday-Resurrection; Monday-Souls in Purgatory; Tuesday – Holy Angels; Wednesday – St. Joseph; Answers; Sunday-Resurrection; Monday-Souls in Purgatory; Tuesday – Holy Angels; Wednesday – St. Joseph; 
Thursday-Eucharist; Friday- Passion of Jesus; Saturday – Our Lady. Thursday-Eucharist; Friday- Passion of Jesus; Saturday – Our Lady.

Its not too late!
Please bring your Stewardship card to Mass on Sunday.
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