
TheWinged Lion
MAY 2021

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church

1602 Thousand Oaks Dr.  |  San Antonio, TX 78232  |  210.494.1606  |  www.stmarkevangelist.com

SPRING RETREAT
INSIDE THIS ISSUEINSIDE THIS ISSUE

03 ESSAYS

Our 
mission  

is to  
spread the  
Good News  
of Jesus 

Christ  
to all God’s  
people by

word 
and 

action.

07

A NEW DAYA NEW DAY

A MESSAGE from A MESSAGE from Msgr. Kevin RyanMsgr. Kevin Ryan
02

05

SMCPSMCP

My Dear People,My Dear People,

          The COVID-19 crisis has been devastating for millions of people around the world, The COVID-19 crisis has been devastating for millions of people around the world, 
and its impact goes far beyond the physical effects of the disease. Everyone has experi-and its impact goes far beyond the physical effects of the disease. Everyone has experi-
enced the pandemic differently, depending on their unique circumstances. But recent enced the pandemic differently, depending on their unique circumstances. But recent 
research from Bath University in England suggests that the pandemic can have posi-research from Bath University in England suggests that the pandemic can have posi-
tive effects on mental health, and even lead to post-traumatic growth. This also applies tive effects on mental health, and even lead to post-traumatic growth. This also applies 
to our faith lives. The removal of daily distractions (travel, commuting to work, unnec-to our faith lives. The removal of daily distractions (travel, commuting to work, unnec-
essary meetings, etc.) has allowed you and me an opportunity to focus on strengthen-essary meetings, etc.) has allowed you and me an opportunity to focus on strengthen-
ing our faith lives. ing our faith lives. 

     How have you grown your faith life during this pandemic? In the May issue of      How have you grown your faith life during this pandemic? In the May issue of 
The Winged Lion The Winged Lion parishioners and the staff at St. Mark the Evangelist share growth parishioners and the staff at St. Mark the Evangelist share growth 
opportunities during this past year. We have adapted how we instruct our students to opportunities during this past year. We have adapted how we instruct our students to 
stretch themselves in their faith in St. Mark Catholic Preschool, Elementary, Youth and stretch themselves in their faith in St. Mark Catholic Preschool, Elementary, Youth and 
Adult Faith Formation. Our communications team has provided daily reflections for Adult Faith Formation. Our communications team has provided daily reflections for 
growth on social media, and weekly emails with resources for prayer. Our liturgy team growth on social media, and weekly emails with resources for prayer. Our liturgy team 
has gone above and beyond to provide impactful and meaningful worship opportuni-has gone above and beyond to provide impactful and meaningful worship opportuni-
ties to all who attend, and those who attend virtually.ties to all who attend, and those who attend virtually.

     That all said, we are ready to welcome you back to in-person church. We are grate-     That all said, we are ready to welcome you back to in-person church. We are grate-
ful to be a part of an Archdiocese that is willing to encourage in person worship. We, ful to be a part of an Archdiocese that is willing to encourage in person worship. We, 
as a staff, have implemented safety precautions over and above what the Archdiocese as a staff, have implemented safety precautions over and above what the Archdiocese 
requires ensuring facilities are sanitized in between Masses, hand sanitizing is made requires ensuring facilities are sanitized in between Masses, hand sanitizing is made 
available, masks are worn, and social distancing is enforced. Our chapels are sanitized available, masks are worn, and social distancing is enforced. Our chapels are sanitized 
throughout the day for those who come to pray.throughout the day for those who come to pray.

     We miss you. If you are not in the at-risk category, come back to the celebration of      We miss you. If you are not in the at-risk category, come back to the celebration of 
the Eucharist. The real presence of Christ requires it. He really comes to us to feed us, the Eucharist. The real presence of Christ requires it. He really comes to us to feed us, 
and to be fed requires presence.and to be fed requires presence.

                                                                              Peace,                                                                              Peace,

RCIARCIA0606
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By Blake TamezBy Blake Tamez

     In the midst of Lent, dozens of      In the midst of Lent, dozens of 
our parish’s young people gathered our parish’s young people gathered 
at the Oblate Renewal Center for the at the Oblate Renewal Center for the 
annual Spring Retreat. Retreatants annual Spring Retreat. Retreatants 
participated in a series of sessions participated in a series of sessions 
including games, presentations, small including games, presentations, small 
group conversation, and sacramental group conversation, and sacramental 
encounters like Reconciliation and encounters like Reconciliation and 
Eucharistic adoration.  Eucharistic adoration.  
     The sessions revolved around the      The sessions revolved around the 
theme of fruitful discipleship and un-theme of fruitful discipleship and un-
packed topics including: What does packed topics including: What does 
it mean to be a disciple? What are it mean to be a disciple? What are 
the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit? the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit? 
How do the saints of the Church How do the saints of the Church 
teach us what it means to be a witness teach us what it means to be a witness 
for Christ? What does participation for Christ? What does participation 
in social justice look like for a Chris-in social justice look like for a Chris-
tian? And how does understanding tian? And how does understanding 
my story enable me to recognize my story enable me to recognize 
God’s action in my life and share that God’s action in my life and share that 
good news with others? good news with others? 
As we explored these questions re-As we explored these questions re-

Youth Reconnecting in Christ: Spring Youth Reconnecting in Christ: Spring 
Retreat 2021Retreat 2021

treatants were guided by their peers treatants were guided by their peers 
who served as teen leaders; these who served as teen leaders; these 
active members of our young church active members of our young church 
were incredible examples to every-were incredible examples to every-
one present of the pursuit of holi-one present of the pursuit of holi-
ness through service and Christian ness through service and Christian 
friendship. friendship. 
     We are very grateful to all of the      We are very grateful to all of the 
members of our parish community members of our parish community 
who supported our young people who supported our young people 
through donations of food and the through donations of food and the 
offering of prayers. Youth ministry offering of prayers. Youth ministry 
takes a whole parish, and we are takes a whole parish, and we are 
consistently overwhelmed by the consistently overwhelmed by the 
generosity of our church family. generosity of our church family. 
     Now that we have entered into the      Now that we have entered into the 
Easter season, we glory in the Resur-Easter season, we glory in the Resur-
rection of our Lord and seek to walk rection of our Lord and seek to walk 

in newness of life as his disciples. in newness of life as his disciples. 
May the fruits of our retreat experi-May the fruits of our retreat experi-
ence carry us forward as we pro-ence carry us forward as we pro-
claim the good news of life in Christ! claim the good news of life in Christ! 
     As our semester draws to a close,      As our semester draws to a close, 
we are looking forward to a full we are looking forward to a full 
summer of youth ministry events.   summer of youth ministry events.   
We would especially like to invite all We would especially like to invite all 
high school students to join us for high school students to join us for 
the annual Steubenville Lone Star the annual Steubenville Lone Star 
conference taking place in Irving, conference taking place in Irving, 
TX the weekend of June 25th-27th. TX the weekend of June 25th-27th. 
This conference features live mu-This conference features live mu-
sic, nationally renowned speakers, sic, nationally renowned speakers, 
rejuvenation through prayer and rejuvenation through prayer and 
the sacraments, and ample time the sacraments, and ample time 
for bonding with old friends and for bonding with old friends and 
making new ones. If you are ready to making new ones. If you are ready to 
register or have any questions about register or have any questions about 
safety precautions, please contact us safety precautions, please contact us 
at 210.494.1959. We hope you can at 210.494.1959. We hope you can 
join us! join us! 

     Blake Tamez is the Middle School      Blake Tamez is the Middle School 
Coordinator at St. Mark the Evange-Coordinator at St. Mark the Evange-
list.list.

For my faith For my faith 
life, the big-life, the big-
gest challenge gest challenge 
was caused by was caused by 
the fact that the fact that 
the COV-the COV-
ID-19 restric-ID-19 restric-
tions made tions made 
everything everything 

feel disconnected. Watching the feel disconnected. Watching the 
Mass through the computer screen Mass through the computer screen 
just could not achieve the same level just could not achieve the same level 
of engagement and retention that of engagement and retention that 
physical attendance could, and that physical attendance could, and that 
led to me trying to make up for it led to me trying to make up for it 
in ways that were not always pro-in ways that were not always pro-
ductive. I ended up trying to force ductive. I ended up trying to force 
myself into prayer, but it achieved myself into prayer, but it achieved 
the opposite effect. I began to ques-the opposite effect. I began to ques-
tion if what I was doing was actual tion if what I was doing was actual 
prayer with meaning, or a selfish act prayer with meaning, or a selfish act 
to make myself feel better about the to make myself feel better about the 

outside situation. I wondered what outside situation. I wondered what 
was the point of such strict praying was the point of such strict praying 
policies if they just made my pray-policies if they just made my pray-
ing feel impersonal and like a chore. ing feel impersonal and like a chore. 
And, thanks to the nationwide quar-And, thanks to the nationwide quar-
antine, I did not have many options I antine, I did not have many options I 
could turn to for answers, at least not could turn to for answers, at least not 
without feeling guilty with confess-without feeling guilty with confess-
ing such doubts. That in turn led to ing such doubts. That in turn led to 
even more questions. Why would even more questions. Why would 
God let the pandemic happen at all? God let the pandemic happen at all? 
Did these questions signify that I had Did these questions signify that I had 
some subconscious doubt of God’s some subconscious doubt of God’s 
existence? Did they mean I was do-existence? Did they mean I was do-
ing something wrong or taboo? I just ing something wrong or taboo? I just 
did not know, and I could not come did not know, and I could not come 
up with answers no matter how up with answers no matter how 
much I pondered. When the worst much I pondered. When the worst 
of the restrictions finally lifted and I of the restrictions finally lifted and I 
could go to confession, I did my best could go to confession, I did my best 
to voice these concerns, and finally I to voice these concerns, and finally I 
received the beginning of the an-received the beginning of the an-
swers. While I was initially ashamed, swers. While I was initially ashamed, 
it was then explained to me that it was then explained to me that 

questions could strengthen my faith, questions could strengthen my faith, 
and make it change from a childish and make it change from a childish 
understanding to a more mature understanding to a more mature 
one. I was told I was not supposed to one. I was told I was not supposed to 
just blindly accept everything I read just blindly accept everything I read 
or was told, but I had to question or was told, but I had to question 
and decide for myself what I should and decide for myself what I should 
do about the instructions that God do about the instructions that God 
left for us. I still have not found all left for us. I still have not found all 
the answers to all my questions, but I the answers to all my questions, but I 
have found a new approach to them have found a new approach to them 
and to my faith. I have been listening and to my faith. I have been listening 
more and thinking more, trying to more and thinking more, trying to 
come to my own conclusions and come to my own conclusions and 
forge my own understanding of my forge my own understanding of my 
faith. Despite all the setbacks and faith. Despite all the setbacks and 
doubt, I do think the restrictions ac-doubt, I do think the restrictions ac-
tually made my faith stronger in the tually made my faith stronger in the 
end, and they helped me grow and end, and they helped me grow and 
form a stronger ideal for myself and form a stronger ideal for myself and 
where I want my faith to go.where I want my faith to go.

     Andrea Blackburn is one of the      Andrea Blackburn is one of the 
Women’s Guild Scholarship Recipients.Women’s Guild Scholarship Recipients.

How Have the Pandemic Restrictions How Have the Pandemic Restrictions 
Affected Your Faith Life?Affected Your Faith Life?
By Andrea BlackburnBy Andrea Blackburn
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The 2020 The 2020 
presidential presidential 
election is election is 
probably one probably one 
of the most of the most 
controversial controversial 
events in the events in the 
21st century. 21st century. 
Political cor-Political cor-
rectness and rectness and 

ignorance consumed the American ignorance consumed the American 
people. Families and friends turned people. Families and friends turned 
against each other as opinions mat-against each other as opinions mat-
tered more than relationships. The tered more than relationships. The 
country had divided itself into two country had divided itself into two 
distinct factions with the goal of ter-distinct factions with the goal of ter-
rorizing each other.rorizing each other.
     Amidst the chaos a victor was      Amidst the chaos a victor was 
declared President. Joe Biden is now declared President. Joe Biden is now 
the 46th President of the United the 46th President of the United 
States. As Commander in Chief the States. As Commander in Chief the 
American people have to congratu-American people have to congratu-
late him on his accomplishment and late him on his accomplishment and 
support him in his endeavors. One support him in his endeavors. One 
of his greatest challenges ahead is to of his greatest challenges ahead is to 
unite the American people despite unite the American people despite 

their views. As technology becomes their views. As technology becomes 
more advanced and information is more advanced and information is 
easier to access, people become more easier to access, people become more 
ignorant and inconsiderate. They ignorant and inconsiderate. They 
base their political beliefs based off of base their political beliefs based off of 
family tradition or trends and won’t family tradition or trends and won’t 
consider other viewpoints. Before consider other viewpoints. Before 
the 2020 election people refused to the 2020 election people refused to 
accept Donald Trump as their Presi-accept Donald Trump as their Presi-
dent because they accused him of dent because they accused him of 
racism. In 2017 he set up Opportu-racism. In 2017 he set up Opportu-
nity Zones as part of the Federal Tax nity Zones as part of the Federal Tax 
cuts and Jobs Act. The Opportunity cuts and Jobs Act. The Opportunity 
Zones allowed people to invest in Zones allowed people to invest in 
distressed areas of the United States distressed areas of the United States 
causing economic growth and job causing economic growth and job 
opportunities. Opportunity Zones opportunities. Opportunity Zones 
helped Donald Trump achieve helped Donald Trump achieve 
the lowest unemployment rate for the lowest unemployment rate for 
people of African American descent people of African American descent 
in August 2019.in August 2019.
     Technology has infested the      Technology has infested the 
minds of the youth and convinced minds of the youth and convinced 
them what’s right and wrong based them what’s right and wrong based 
on trends and headlines. Media stars on trends and headlines. Media stars 
have more influence on kids more have more influence on kids more 
than ever as they are glued to the than ever as they are glued to the 
television screen and various appli-television screen and various appli-

cations. These media stars leave an cations. These media stars leave an 
imprint on their followers causing imprint on their followers causing 
blind trust. Towards the end of 2020 blind trust. Towards the end of 2020 
with the election coming around, with the election coming around, 
the social media influence began the social media influence began 
voicing their political views. Their voicing their political views. Their 
followers began to believe the same followers began to believe the same 
things that they would talk about things that they would talk about 
without doing their own research. without doing their own research. 
They thought that since these social They thought that since these social 
media influencers are so successful media influencers are so successful 
they know everything. On TikTok they know everything. On TikTok 
and Instagram you could see kids and Instagram you could see kids 
from 10 to 12 speaking about their from 10 to 12 speaking about their 
political beliefs without giving valid political beliefs without giving valid 
reasons or facts. reasons or facts. 
     With Joe Biden becoming Presi-     With Joe Biden becoming Presi-
dent, he will have to find a way to dent, he will have to find a way to 
reunite our greatly divided country. reunite our greatly divided country. 
In order for Mr. Biden to become In order for Mr. Biden to become 
a great President he needs to seek a great President he needs to seek 
the truth, defend the rights given by the truth, defend the rights given by 
God, and have the best interests of God, and have the best interests of 
the American people at heart.the American people at heart.

          Garrison Mangan is one of the Garrison Mangan is one of the 
Knights of Columbus Scholarship Knights of Columbus Scholarship 
Recipients.Recipients.

What Do You Believe Is The Most Critical What Do You Believe Is The Most Critical 
Challenge Facing our President and Why?Challenge Facing our President and Why?
By Garrison ManganBy Garrison Mangan

Children’s Ministry During CovidChildren’s Ministry During Covid
By Rita CabelloBy Rita Cabello

     Our church community along      Our church community along 
with Children’s Ministry were faced with Children’s Ministry were faced 
with the effects of the COVID-19 with the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic this year. As a result of the pandemic this year. As a result of the 
pandemic, we’ve had to revamp our pandemic, we’ve had to revamp our 
faith learning to an on-line program.   faith learning to an on-line program.   

    This online program has allowed     This online program has allowed 
us to continue our ministry of us to continue our ministry of 
serving the children in our com-serving the children in our com-
munity and continuing our efforts munity and continuing our efforts 
to bring them closer to God.  We to bring them closer to God.  We 
have over 100 children involved in have over 100 children involved in 

the program who are working hard the program who are working hard 
on every assignment presented to on every assignment presented to 
them. They have learned so much them. They have learned so much 
and are eager to continue learning. and are eager to continue learning. 
We encourage all to inquire about We encourage all to inquire about 
our Children’s Ministry if you have our Children’s Ministry if you have 
elementary school children that will elementary school children that will 
benefit from our program.benefit from our program.
      Children as well as their parents       Children as well as their parents 
have been working diligently with have been working diligently with 
their assignments and projects on-their assignments and projects on-
line.  As you can see, the children line.  As you can see, the children 
have designed prayer boxes, prayer have designed prayer boxes, prayer 
jars, videos, drawings, prayer dedica-jars, videos, drawings, prayer dedica-
tions for a loved one, etc.  Congratu-tions for a loved one, etc.  Congratu-
lations to all our Faith Formation lations to all our Faith Formation 
Children and Families for a great Children and Families for a great 
job!job!      

     Rita Cabello is the Children’s      Rita Cabello is the Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator at St. Mark the Ministry Coordinator at St. Mark the 
Evangelist.Evangelist.
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“If your hand causes out to sin, cut it “If your hand causes out to sin, cut it 
off. It is better for you to enter into life off. It is better for you to enter into life 
maimed than with two hands to go maimed than with two hands to go 
into Gehenna, into the unquenchable into Gehenna, into the unquenchable 
fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
into life crippled than with two feet to into life crippled than with two feet to 
be thrown into Gehenna. And if your be thrown into Gehenna. And if your 
eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. 
Better for you to enter into the king-Better for you to enter into the king-
dom of God with one eye than with dom of God with one eye than with 
two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, 
where their worm does not die, and where their worm does not die, and 
the fire is not quenched.”    Mark 9:43-the fire is not quenched.”    Mark 9:43-
4848

     You can’t guess how many times      You can’t guess how many times 
the phrase has been heard in my the phrase has been heard in my 
family, “It’s time to start eating family, “It’s time to start eating 
healthy.” You can’t guess because I healthy.” You can’t guess because I 
can’t even guess, and it’s my family! can’t even guess, and it’s my family! 
When that intense awareness arrives When that intense awareness arrives 
that we have as a collective unit all that we have as a collective unit all 
fallen too far off the bandwagon, fallen too far off the bandwagon, 
we begin to devise a plan. Exercise, we begin to devise a plan. Exercise, 
more water, lower carbs, more water, more water, lower carbs, more water, 
leafy greens, and more water: You leafy greens, and more water: You 
get the picture. Also, every time we get the picture. Also, every time we 
must remove all bad foods from must remove all bad foods from 
the house and make a commit-the house and make a commit-
ment never to buy such items again. ment never to buy such items again. 
These delicious snacks will lead us These delicious snacks will lead us 
down the path to ruin. They must be down the path to ruin. They must be 
eliminated.eliminated.
     Of course, no cookie ever made      Of course, no cookie ever made 
me eat it. But I have chosen to eat me eat it. But I have chosen to eat 
many cookies. My will at times is many cookies. My will at times is 

just too weak to resist eating it. So, it just too weak to resist eating it. So, it 
actually is a good move not to have actually is a good move not to have 
it in the pantry. There is no reason it in the pantry. There is no reason 
to unnecessarily tempt oneself.to unnecessarily tempt oneself.
     In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus goes to      In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus goes to 
extremes to make this very point. extremes to make this very point. 
He suggests that even if a body part He suggests that even if a body part 
causes us to sin, cut it off. Of course, causes us to sin, cut it off. Of course, 
my hand, eye or foot has never my hand, eye or foot has never 
forced me to do anything. However, forced me to do anything. However, 
the point is well taken that we can-the point is well taken that we can-
not allow ourselves to fall back into not allow ourselves to fall back into 
the same patterns of sin, again and the same patterns of sin, again and 
again.again.
     When applying this theme      When applying this theme 
to stewardship, we cannot allow to stewardship, we cannot allow 
ourselves to come up against the ourselves to come up against the 
same obstacles to mature disciple-same obstacles to mature disciple-
ship, again and again. If something ship, again and again. If something 
tempts us to spend our money tempts us to spend our money 
unwisely, or waste our time, or unwisely, or waste our time, or 
squander our talents and gifts, squander our talents and gifts, 
changes need to be made. Since we changes need to be made. Since we 
are not perfect, we will always find are not perfect, we will always find 
new obstacles along the way. When new obstacles along the way. When 
we realize we have fallen again, we we realize we have fallen again, we 
need to make a change, and empty need to make a change, and empty 
our spiritual pantries of all those bad our spiritual pantries of all those bad 
cookies. Then we will be on the path cookies. Then we will be on the path 
again to good stewardship health.again to good stewardship health.
Remove one thing from your life Remove one thing from your life 
that hinders you from having a bet-that hinders you from having a bet-
ter relationship with Jesus.ter relationship with Jesus.

      Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, is the       Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, is the 
author of Everyday Stewardship. author of Everyday Stewardship. 
Reflections for the Journey.Reflections for the Journey.
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     Hang onto your hats, St. Mark,      Hang onto your hats, St. Mark, 
because here’s the news:because here’s the news:  10 BA-  10 BA-
BIES WERE SAVED ON THE BIES WERE SAVED ON THE 
SIDEWALKSIDEWALK during the recent 40  during the recent 40 
Days for Life Lenten Campaign!!!   Days for Life Lenten Campaign!!!   
Were you there?  We had several Were you there?  We had several 
St. Mark’s parishioners out on the St. Mark’s parishioners out on the 
sidewalk praying for an end to abor-sidewalk praying for an end to abor-
tion.    Success only happens through tion.    Success only happens through 
the grace of God, but we all share in the grace of God, but we all share in 
this gift by doing our part:   prayer, this gift by doing our part:   prayer, 
fasting, and peaceful presence on fasting, and peaceful presence on 
the sidewalk in front of the abortion the sidewalk in front of the abortion 
facilities.facilities.
     Here is more good news!!       Here is more good news!!  
San Antonio is now one of the 40 San Antonio is now one of the 40 
Days for Life 365 locations.  This Days for Life 365 locations.  This 
means that we are filling the side-means that we are filling the side-

walk walk EVERY HOUREVERY HOUR that Planned  that Planned 
Parenthood is open.  All week long.  Parenthood is open.  All week long.  
All year.  This means you can come All year.  This means you can come 
out to pray between 40 DFL cam-out to pray between 40 DFL cam-
paigns.  Sign up for an hour to pray, paigns.  Sign up for an hour to pray, 
and there will be someone out there and there will be someone out there 
with you.  Our Sidewalk Interns with you.  Our Sidewalk Interns 
need your support and prayer!need your support and prayer!
     Here is the signup link with avail-     Here is the signup link with avail-
able hours:  able hours:  
40daysforlife.com/SanAntonio40daysforlife.com/SanAntonio
     You can get more info at      You can get more info at 
SACFL.org.  If you have any ques-SACFL.org.  If you have any ques-
tions please email cathy@sacfl.org.tions please email cathy@sacfl.org.
     Pray for an end to abortion!  I’ll      Pray for an end to abortion!  I’ll 
see you on the sidewalk!see you on the sidewalk!

  
        Cathy Nix, Respect Life Chairper-Cathy Nix, Respect Life Chairper-
son at St. Mark the Evangelist.son at St. Mark the Evangelist.

Pro life News:  Say What???  Pro life News:  Say What???  
How many babies???How many babies???
By Cathy NixBy Cathy Nix

      The Easter season is a time of       The Easter season is a time of 
renewal – a passage through the renewal – a passage through the 
somber time of Lent into the light somber time of Lent into the light 
of the risen Christ.  The of the risen Christ.  The 
season has a special season has a special 
meaning this year as the meaning this year as the 
COVID epidemic ap-COVID epidemic ap-
pears to be on the wane pears to be on the wane 
and we begin to move and we begin to move 
ourselves out into the ourselves out into the 
world again.    It seems world again.    It seems 
to be a good time to take to be a good time to take 
a deep breath of fresh air, a deep breath of fresh air, 
smile, and do what we smile, and do what we 
do – serve our brothers do – serve our brothers 
and sisters in need with and sisters in need with 
dignity and compassionate interac-dignity and compassionate interac-
tion.tion.
     Traveling Loaves & Fishes was for-     Traveling Loaves & Fishes was for-
tunate enough to be able to continue tunate enough to be able to continue 
its work of providing food during the its work of providing food during the 
worst of the pandemic.  Although worst of the pandemic.  Although 
things had to be scaled down in things had to be scaled down in 
compliance with the CDC guide-compliance with the CDC guide-
lines, volunteers were able to keep lines, volunteers were able to keep 
making and delivering breakfast making and delivering breakfast 

items, sandwiches and sack dinners. items, sandwiches and sack dinners. 
The truck stayed on the road!  It was The truck stayed on the road!  It was 
a wonderful example of adapting to a wonderful example of adapting to 
the situation and being community-the situation and being community-
centered.  centered.  

     As it becomes safer to      As it becomes safer to 
be out and about, TLF is be out and about, TLF is 
now looking for people now looking for people 
– men, women, couples – men, women, couples 
-- who would like to join -- who would like to join 
our merry band.  Please our merry band.  Please 
consider helping TLF to consider helping TLF to 
revitalize our commit-revitalize our commit-
ment to helping those less ment to helping those less 
fortunate in the San Anto-fortunate in the San Anto-
nio area.  There are some nio area.  There are some 
empty volunteer slots empty volunteer slots 
in our current schedule in our current schedule 

which we would like to fill.  Please which we would like to fill.  Please 
take a look and give the contact per-take a look and give the contact per-
son a buzz:son a buzz:
LaVerne Dysart  (210)488-3514 orLaVerne Dysart  (210)488-3514 or
email her at tlf.dysart@gmail.comemail her at tlf.dysart@gmail.com
Prepare sandwiches in TLF Kitchen Prepare sandwiches in TLF Kitchen 
9:30 AM 2nd Monday of the Month9:30 AM 2nd Monday of the Month
Deliver Sandwiches to downtown Deliver Sandwiches to downtown 
site 10:50 AM 2nd Monday and 1st site 10:50 AM 2nd Monday and 1st 
Tuesday.Tuesday.

HEB Banana Pickup (2 cases) & HEB Banana Pickup (2 cases) & 
delivery to TLF Kitchen – 9:00 AM delivery to TLF Kitchen – 9:00 AM 
1st,2nd,3rd,4th,5th Monday1st,2nd,3rd,4th,5th Monday
Sam’s Club Pickup of pre-ordered Sam’s Club Pickup of pre-ordered 
supplies & delivery to TLF Kitchensupplies & delivery to TLF Kitchen
Jochelle Demmer email her at Jochelle Demmer email her at 
jochelledemmer@gmail.comjochelledemmer@gmail.com
Deliver & distribute evening meal to Deliver & distribute evening meal to 
the downtown location.the downtown location.
Ed Bakunas  @ ebakunas@att.netEd Bakunas  @ ebakunas@att.net
HEB Brook Hollow donated food HEB Brook Hollow donated food 
pickup & delivery to TLF Kitchenpickup & delivery to TLF Kitchen
Saturday once a month before 11:00 Saturday once a month before 11:00 
AM.AM.
HEB Brook Hollow & Thousand HEB Brook Hollow & Thousand 
Oaks pickup & delivery to Kitchen.Oaks pickup & delivery to Kitchen.
Sunday every 6th week before Sunday every 6th week before 
11:00 AM11:00 AM
Our Pumpkin Patch scarecrow is Our Pumpkin Patch scarecrow is 
hoping to be back in business in hoping to be back in business in 
October with all safety precautions October with all safety precautions 
in place!  Be watching for updates in place!  Be watching for updates 
– LOTS of helping hands will be – LOTS of helping hands will be 
needed.needed.

          Katheleen Meade is the Commu-Katheleen Meade is the Commu-
nications Coordinator forTraveling nications Coordinator forTraveling 
Loaves and Fishes.Loaves and Fishes.

A New Day is Dawning!A New Day is Dawning!
By Kathleen MeadeBy Kathleen Meade
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     After a long preparation time      After a long preparation time 
(in the cocoon of “the Covid 19”) (in the cocoon of “the Covid 19”) 
hidden away in the masks and social hidden away in the masks and social 
distancing of the safety net  of St. distancing of the safety net  of St. 
Mark each Sunday morning,  our Mark each Sunday morning,  our 
2 groups of “RCIA’ers”  have blos-2 groups of “RCIA’ers”  have blos-
somed forth into the fullness of the somed forth into the fullness of the 
Catholic Christian life ---full initia-Catholic Christian life ---full initia-
tion into the Catholic Church.  At tion into the Catholic Church.  At 
the Easter Vigil on Saturday evening the Easter Vigil on Saturday evening 
of April 3rd, 2021, eleven (11) people of April 3rd, 2021, eleven (11) people 
celebrated the sacraments of Bap-celebrated the sacraments of Bap-
tism, Confirmation and Eucharist  tism, Confirmation and Eucharist  
(Holy Communion).     Four of our (Holy Communion).     Four of our 
neophytes “renounced  Satan and all neophytes “renounced  Satan and all 
his works and all his empty prom-his works and all his empty prom-
ises” and were then baptized.  The ises” and were then baptized.  The 
other seven who had already been other seven who had already been 
baptized--- some as infants, one baptized--- some as infants, one 
in the Baptist tradition who made in the Baptist tradition who made 
a   Profession of Faith   “to believe a   Profession of Faith   “to believe 
all the holy Catholic Church be-all the holy Catholic Church be-
lieves, teaches, and proclaims to be lieves, teaches, and proclaims to be 
revealed by God” ---renewed their revealed by God” ---renewed their 
Baptismal vows.   Then all 11 were Baptismal vows.   Then all 11 were 
Confirmed by our pastor acting for Confirmed by our pastor acting for 
our Archbishop Gustavo according our Archbishop Gustavo according 
to the RCIA canon.  Later at Com-to the RCIA canon.  Later at Com-

munion, these people joined the munion, these people joined the 
faithful in receiving the Body and  faithful in receiving the Body and  
Blood  of  Jesus  Christ  in the sacra-Blood  of  Jesus  Christ  in the sacra-
ment of Holy Eucharist—the source ment of Holy Eucharist—the source 
and summit of our Catholic faith.and summit of our Catholic faith.
NOW WHAT? These people have NOW WHAT? These people have 
been preparing for their life-long been preparing for their life-long 
journey of faith for almost a year.  journey of faith for almost a year.  
Do we just leave them alone as they Do we just leave them alone as they 
step out in faith?  No way!!   RCIA step out in faith?  No way!!   RCIA 
provides another formal step on provides another formal step on 
the road to Emmaus then Galilee  the road to Emmaus then Galilee  
(believing in, then  living the Chris-(believing in, then  living the Chris-
tian life)  with another phase of the tian life)  with another phase of the 
formal Catechumenate called Mysta-formal Catechumenate called Mysta-
gogy.  For the 50 days of the Easter gogy.  For the 50 days of the Easter 
season our neophytes will come season our neophytes will come 
together periodically for prayer, together periodically for prayer, 
sharing of their new way of life, and sharing of their new way of life, and 
Mystagogical Catechesis.  What in Mystagogical Catechesis.  What in 
heaven’s name is that?  Do you mean heaven’s name is that?  Do you mean 
they are not finished?  No more than they are not finished?  No more than 
you nor I are finished.  Mystagogy you nor I are finished.  Mystagogy 
is the opening up of the mysteries of is the opening up of the mysteries of 
Christ.   Pope Benedict XVI laid out Christ.   Pope Benedict XVI laid out 
for us the basic Mystagogical itiner-for us the basic Mystagogical itiner-
ary.  “This is a journey of encounter ary.  “This is a journey of encounter 
with the mystery of Christ that with the mystery of Christ that 
begins with the initiation process begins with the initiation process 
and extends throughout our lives as and extends throughout our lives as 

missionary disciples.   Mystagogia missionary disciples.   Mystagogia 
is first a remembering of what God is first a remembering of what God 
has done. It is next a reflection on has done. It is next a reflection on 
the present encounter with Christ-the present encounter with Christ-
--what is the meaning of what is hap---what is the meaning of what is hap-
pening right now?   and  finally  it is pening right now?   and  finally  it is 
a “so what?”---   how will our life be a “so what?”---   how will our life be 
different because of our encounter different because of our encounter 
with the mystery?”with the mystery?”
     Fundamentally,  Mystagogy is      Fundamentally,  Mystagogy is 
liturgical catechesis, but it can be liturgical catechesis, but it can be 
applied to any encounter with the applied to any encounter with the 
mystery of Christ.   Mystagogical mystery of Christ.   Mystagogical 
formation will enable us to live what formation will enable us to live what 
we celebrate. “Its goal is the forma-we celebrate. “Its goal is the forma-
tion of Christian missionary disci-tion of Christian missionary disci-
ples rather than providing  religious ples rather than providing  religious 
information to Christians” declares information to Christians” declares 
St. Ambrose of Milan, a  4th century St. Ambrose of Milan, a  4th century 
Mystagogue.Mystagogue.
     “If our parishes can become      “If our parishes can become 
Mystagogical communities, we will Mystagogical communities, we will 
make the whole world know of the make the whole world know of the 
mystery of God’s love.”  Team RCIAmystery of God’s love.”  Team RCIA

          Anne Kemper is the RCIA/Cat-Anne Kemper is the RCIA/Cat-
echumenate for Children, Spiritual echumenate for Children, Spiritual 
Direction,and Quinciañeras at St. Direction,and Quinciañeras at St. 
Mark the Evangelist.Mark the Evangelist.

The Easter Vigil and Beyond... The Easter Vigil and Beyond... 
By Anne KemperBy Anne Kemper
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Further Together: A Year of InspirationFurther Together: A Year of Inspiration

          
     St. Mark Catholic Preschool has      St. Mark Catholic Preschool has 
had an amazing year! We are thank-had an amazing year! We are thank-
ful for the support of our church, ful for the support of our church, 
families who have entrusted their families who have entrusted their 
children into our care, and the children into our care, and the 
commitment of the preschool staff commitment of the preschool staff 
members. members. 
     Setting sail into the 2020-2021      Setting sail into the 2020-2021 
school year quickly required an “all school year quickly required an “all 
hands-on deck” approach as we em-hands-on deck” approach as we em-
barked on this unique journey navi-barked on this unique journey navi-
gated by prayer, faith, and resilience. gated by prayer, faith, and resilience. 
Members of the St. Mark the Evan-Members of the St. Mark the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church heard the call gelist Catholic Church heard the call 
and quickly took action! Thank you and quickly took action! Thank you 
for participating in our online auc-for participating in our online auc-
tion, presenting personal donations, tion, presenting personal donations, 
contributing resources, and offering contributing resources, and offering 
abundant prayers! Your support, abundant prayers! Your support, 
on all levels, has helped to calm the on all levels, has helped to calm the 
waters -going Further Together!waters -going Further Together!
     Our Preschool Family came      Our Preschool Family came 
aboard and journeyed through a aboard and journeyed through a 
year making memories all along year making memories all along 
the way! Together, we grew stron-the way! Together, we grew stron-
ger with every morning welcome, ger with every morning welcome, 
enriching classroom experiences, enriching classroom experiences, 
and stories that were shared beyond and stories that were shared beyond 
the transition of our daily depar-the transition of our daily depar-
ture. With the wind in our sail, we ture. With the wind in our sail, we 
welcomed new families all along welcomed new families all along 
the way as our St. Mark Catholic the way as our St. Mark Catholic 
Preschool Family continued to Preschool Family continued to 
grow! We celebrated seasonal events grow! We celebrated seasonal events 
through our Costume Showcase Pa-through our Costume Showcase Pa-
rade, Fall Discovery Stations, Christ-rade, Fall Discovery Stations, Christ-
mas program, 100th Day of School, mas program, 100th Day of School, 
and holiday classroom celebrations. and holiday classroom celebrations. 
We enjoyed the beauty of Spring We enjoyed the beauty of Spring 
picture days, San Antonio tradi-picture days, San Antonio tradi-
tions through our Fiesta Hat Parade, tions through our Fiesta Hat Parade, 
the End of the Year Program, and the End of the Year Program, and 
Graduation of our 4 year old stu-Graduation of our 4 year old stu-
dents. We were able to carry ele-dents. We were able to carry ele-
ments of our Catholic faith into the ments of our Catholic faith into the 
classroom with daily “Little Church” classroom with daily “Little Church” 
where we shared Bible stories and where we shared Bible stories and 
song, lessons highlighting the Birth song, lessons highlighting the Birth 
of Jesus Christ and his resurrection, of Jesus Christ and his resurrection, 
the demonstration and understand-the demonstration and understand-

ing of Jesus washing the feet of his ing of Jesus washing the feet of his 
disciples, honoring Mary with the disciples, honoring Mary with the 
May Crowing, and daily prayer. May Crowing, and daily prayer. 
     This year has been like no other      This year has been like no other 
and we are beyond grateful for all and we are beyond grateful for all 
the blessings that have been be-the blessings that have been be-
stowed upon the program. Our stowed upon the program. Our 
mission is to share His good news mission is to share His good news 
with others through our words with others through our words 
and actions and we are prepared and actions and we are prepared 
to continue the legacy of our great to continue the legacy of our great 
preschool program. As we prepare preschool program. As we prepare 
to celebrate 42 years of service, we to celebrate 42 years of service, we 
find inspiration in our history and find inspiration in our history and 
blessings in today.   We continue to blessings in today.   We continue to 
accept enrollment for the 2021-2022 accept enrollment for the 2021-2022 
school year and we are excited to see school year and we are excited to see 
what tomorrow will bring. We truly what tomorrow will bring. We truly 
are going Further Together inspiring are going Further Together inspiring 
children and each other.children and each other.

For information about SMCS and For information about SMCS and 
to register please contact Valerie to register please contact Valerie 

Cervantes at (210) 494-9282Cervantes at (210) 494-9282

By Melanie Rutkoski and By Melanie Rutkoski and 
      Valerie Cervantes      Valerie Cervantes

          Melanie Rutkoski is the SMCP Melanie Rutkoski is the SMCP 
Director and Valerie Cervantes is the Director and Valerie Cervantes is the 
SMPC Administrative AssistantSMPC Administrative Assistant
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Sign up at http://eepurl.com/fUDC1 
(short link). You can also update your 
subscriptions at any time under the 
Update Preferences link provided in 

any St. Mark’s e-message.
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