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Dear people of St. Mark the Evangelist Parish.Dear people of St. Mark the Evangelist Parish.

 I miss your presence here at St. Mark Church.  I want to assure you that all of  I miss your presence here at St. Mark Church.  I want to assure you that all of 

you are in my thoughts and prayers.  I think about your wellbeing, your families and you are in my thoughts and prayers.  I think about your wellbeing, your families and 

your needs. These thoughts are to remind you and me that together we are a very unique your needs. These thoughts are to remind you and me that together we are a very unique 

group of people; we are united with each other in the body of Christ. Our life together is a group of people; we are united with each other in the body of Christ. Our life together is a 

statement that says we are brothers and sisters in Christ.  The reality of what we believe statement that says we are brothers and sisters in Christ.  The reality of what we believe 

is being lived out in our very lives yesterday, and today and we pray that it will be even is being lived out in our very lives yesterday, and today and we pray that it will be even 

more evident in our lives tomorrow.  We are called to love one another, as Christ has more evident in our lives tomorrow.  We are called to love one another, as Christ has 

loved us.loved us.

 I am writing this letter to you during Holy Week, and by the time your receive  I am writing this letter to you during Holy Week, and by the time your receive 

my greetings, Easter will have been celebrated. This year our celebrations will be differ-my greetings, Easter will have been celebrated. This year our celebrations will be differ-

ent. The mystery of God’s love is the same. The unselfish caring concern, which we have ent. The mystery of God’s love is the same. The unselfish caring concern, which we have 

seen during these painful and sorrowing days I hope, will be a light to all of us shining in seen during these painful and sorrowing days I hope, will be a light to all of us shining in 

the darkness of this pandemic. This is a resurrection moment for us in the midst of our the darkness of this pandemic. This is a resurrection moment for us in the midst of our 

stressful time. We are learning that life conquers death and that our future calls us to stressful time. We are learning that life conquers death and that our future calls us to 

gratitude, concern, and support for each other, and above all that God does not abandon gratitude, concern, and support for each other, and above all that God does not abandon 

us. He calls us to love Him and our neighbor; in return we expect his love and care for us.us. He calls us to love Him and our neighbor; in return we expect his love and care for us.

     God Bless,     God Bless,

          

A MESSAGE from A MESSAGE from Msgr. KevinMsgr. Kevin
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Being a part Being a part 
of the St. of the St. 
Mark’s youth Mark’s youth 
community community 
throughout my throughout my 
childhood years childhood years 
has brought has brought 
me life-long me life-long 
friends and a friends and a 
unique relation-unique relation-

ship with Christ.  The experiences ship with Christ.  The experiences 
I have had growing up in St. Mark I have had growing up in St. Mark 
are ones that I want to share with are ones that I want to share with 
many other teens.  Going through many other teens.  Going through 
Lifeteen, though, I noticed that some Lifeteen, though, I noticed that some 
students are only there because their students are only there because their 
parents are forcing them to come parents are forcing them to come 
or they know they have to complete or they know they have to complete 
Theology of the Body in order to Theology of the Body in order to 
be Confirmed. Seeing this breaks be Confirmed. Seeing this breaks 
my heart because they are not get-my heart because they are not get-

ting everything out of the Lifeteen ting everything out of the Lifeteen 
program that they could if they were program that they could if they were 
engaged.  Our youth ministers work engaged.  Our youth ministers work 
so hard but there are always new so hard but there are always new 
ways to reconnect the teens.  One ways to reconnect the teens.  One 
way is through core member per-way is through core member per-
sonal testimonies.  Having been to sonal testimonies.  Having been to 
LTLC, Steubenville, and Inspiration LTLC, Steubenville, and Inspiration 
Tour, where Lifeteen leaders are con-Tour, where Lifeteen leaders are con-
stantly telling personal stories, I can stantly telling personal stories, I can 
say first-hand that hearing an adult say first-hand that hearing an adult 
break down their walls and teach me break down their walls and teach me 
about their own walk with Christ about their own walk with Christ 
makes me feel like I am not alone. makes me feel like I am not alone. 
Many times when interacting with Many times when interacting with 
adults, teens feel a sense of uninten-adults, teens feel a sense of uninten-
tional judgement when trying to tional judgement when trying to 
discuss their current struggles. Teens discuss their current struggles. Teens 
feel as though their problems are feel as though their problems are 
unimportant or too dumb to receive unimportant or too dumb to receive 
sympathy from adults.  If an adult sympathy from adults.  If an adult 
were to stand in front of a group were to stand in front of a group 
of teens and expose themselves by of teens and expose themselves by 

getting down to a teenager level, getting down to a teenager level, 
teens would be more inclined to teens would be more inclined to 
open up and enjoy Lifeteen. Another open up and enjoy Lifeteen. Another 
improvement that could increase improvement that could increase 
youth participation is by having youth participation is by having 
a night once a week where teens a night once a week where teens 
come to just hang out. Often times, come to just hang out. Often times, 
the church has the connotation of the church has the connotation of 
strictness and not fun, which is not strictness and not fun, which is not 
always attractive to teenagers. If we always attractive to teenagers. If we 
were to advertise a night where teens were to advertise a night where teens 
can come, eat snacks, play games, can come, eat snacks, play games, 
and enjoy each other’s’ company, a and enjoy each other’s’ company, a 
larger community of teens would larger community of teens would 
be formed. Having a community be formed. Having a community 
increase accountability making teens increase accountability making teens 
more inclined to join their peers in more inclined to join their peers in 
coming to mass or Lifeteen or volun-coming to mass or Lifeteen or volun-
teering for the church.teering for the church.

     Sarah Huggins is one of the Knights      Sarah Huggins is one of the Knights 
of Columbus Scholarship Recipients.of Columbus Scholarship Recipients.

What Can Be Done to Increase Youth What Can Be Done to Increase Youth 
Participation in the St. Mark Community?Participation in the St. Mark Community?
By Sarah HugginsBy Sarah Huggins

Socialism, in its Socialism, in its 
most basic and most basic and 
conceptual form, conceptual form, 
is one way to is one way to 
combat corrupt combat corrupt 
injustices in classist injustices in classist 
societies.  Those societies.  Those 
that are placed at that are placed at 
the bottom of the the bottom of the 

social and economic hierarchy of social and economic hierarchy of 
these classist societies often receive these classist societies often receive 
the “short end of the stick”. There is the “short end of the stick”. There is 
a certain entitlement that people in a certain entitlement that people in 
a capitalistic society feel in regards to a capitalistic society feel in regards to 
money and power and the more it is money and power and the more it is 
given to them, the more they want given to them, the more they want 
to take.   What ends up happening to take.   What ends up happening 

though, is that when these people though, is that when these people 
take more for themselves, they short-take more for themselves, they short-
change those beneath them on this change those beneath them on this 
chain. Socialism presents a theory of chain. Socialism presents a theory of 
equality where, theoretically, those equality where, theoretically, those 
that are at the top of the chain and that are at the top of the chain and 
those that are at the bottom are able those that are at the bottom are able 
to work together and share in their to work together and share in their 
benefits, creating a society where all benefits, creating a society where all 
needs are met because everything is needs are met because everything is 
shared.shared.
     That being said, socialism has      That being said, socialism has 
never worked. Every country that never worked. Every country that 
has attempted to put this theory to has attempted to put this theory to 
fruition has led to even more unjust fruition has led to even more unjust 
societies, controlled completely with-societies, controlled completely with-
out much concern for the eventual out much concern for the eventual 
wellbeing of the citizens. It can be wellbeing of the citizens. It can be 
argued that a “pure socialist govern-argued that a “pure socialist govern-
ment” has never been attempted ment” has never been attempted 

but frankly, I think that attempting but frankly, I think that attempting 
something with such drastic change something with such drastic change 
and so many risks will do more and so many risks will do more 
harm than good. The system is easily harm than good. The system is easily 
taken advantage of, and as much as I taken advantage of, and as much as I 
would like to believe that, all people would like to believe that, all people 
would do the right thing and partici-would do the right thing and partici-
pate in their share of the work, that pate in their share of the work, that 
just is not how reality works. While     just is not how reality works. While     
I do believe that everyone must I do believe that everyone must 
have, their basic needs met and that have, their basic needs met and that 
something in the government needs something in the government needs 
to change, I don’t think that a pure to change, I don’t think that a pure 
socialist government is the correct socialist government is the correct 
option.option.

     Sydney Pearson is one of the Wom-     Sydney Pearson is one of the Wom-
en’s Guild Scholarship Recipients.en’s Guild Scholarship Recipients.

Some presidential candidates are espousing social-Some presidential candidates are espousing social-
ism for the United States. Should this form of govern-ism for the United States. Should this form of govern-
ment be adopted for the United States? Why or Why ment be adopted for the United States? Why or Why 
not?not?
By Sydney PearsonBy Sydney Pearson
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     In the late Spring of 2017, I be-     In the late Spring of 2017, I be-
gan a journey with my wife across gan a journey with my wife across 
Northern Spain on a pilgrimage Northern Spain on a pilgrimage 
known as the Camino de Santiago.               known as the Camino de Santiago.               
The Camino, also known as the Way, The Camino, also known as the Way, 
is a 500-mile journey beginning at is a 500-mile journey beginning at 
the base of the Pyrenes Mountains in the base of the Pyrenes Mountains in 
France. Walking the Way takes one France. Walking the Way takes one 
West across the country of Spain to West across the country of Spain to 
the Atlantic Ocean. The pilgrimage the Atlantic Ocean. The pilgrimage 
ends in the city of Com-ends in the city of Com-
postela where the bones of postela where the bones of 
St. James the Greater (San-St. James the Greater (San-
tiago) rest in the cathedral.tiago) rest in the cathedral.
     It is interesting to read      It is interesting to read 
the graffiti written on the graffiti written on 
many of the underpasses many of the underpasses 
along the Way. English-along the Way. English-
writers and some Spanish, writers and some Spanish, 
will exclaim "The Camino will exclaim "The Camino 
is Love!" "The Camino is is Love!" "The Camino is 
the Way!" "The Camino is the Way!" "The Camino is 
Truth!" and "The Camino Truth!" and "The Camino 
is Life!"is Life!"
     As we journeyed along      As we journeyed along 
the Way,  my wife, Betty, the Way,  my wife, Betty, 
and I encountered a re-and I encountered a re-
ligious order of nuns handing out ligious order of nuns handing out 
a sheet of paper with the Pilgrim’s a sheet of paper with the Pilgrim’s 
Beatitudes inscribed upon it. When Beatitudes inscribed upon it. When 
one of the sister's handed me the one of the sister's handed me the 
Pilgrim's Beatitudes, the eighth one Pilgrim's Beatitudes, the eighth one 
caught my attention. The eighth caught my attention. The eighth 
beatitude is appropriate to reflect beatitude is appropriate to reflect 
upon at this time because this month upon at this time because this month 
we encounter the gospel story where   we encounter the gospel story where   
Jesus identifies himself as the Way, Jesus identifies himself as the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. The Eighth the Truth and the Life. The Eighth 
Pilgrim's Beatitude says this:Pilgrim's Beatitude says this:
     Blessed are you pilgrim if you      Blessed are you pilgrim if you 
search for the truth and make of the search for the truth and make of the 
Camino a life and of your life a way Camino a life and of your life a way 
in search of the one who is the Way, in search of the one who is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.the Truth and the Life.
     Not only was I readily identifying      Not only was I readily identifying 
with the Way of the Camino, but the with the Way of the Camino, but the 
Easter readings that week were from Easter readings that week were from 
John's gospel where Jesus claims he is John's gospel where Jesus claims he is 
the Way, the truth and the life. Many the Way, the truth and the life. Many 
times, the English quite poorly trans-times, the English quite poorly trans-
lates this phrase. As a result of that, lates this phrase. As a result of that, 
we have difficulty understanding we have difficulty understanding 

what Jesus is telling us in the Gospel.what Jesus is telling us in the Gospel.
     The interpretive key is under-     The interpretive key is under-
standing the use of the first 'and' (kai standing the use of the first 'and' (kai 
in the Greek) in the sentence regard-in the Greek) in the sentence regard-
ing Jesus’ claim. Notice the place-ing Jesus’ claim. Notice the place-
ment of the bold conjunction in this ment of the bold conjunction in this 
sentence:sentence:
I am the way and the truth and the I am the way and the truth and the 
life.life.
     In this case, the 'kai' indicates that      In this case, the 'kai' indicates that 
what follows it (truth and life) is a de-what follows it (truth and life) is a de-
scription of what preceded it (way).    scription of what preceded it (way).    

In other words, when Jesus says he is In other words, when Jesus says he is 
the Way, the words “truth” and “life” the Way, the words “truth” and “life” 
describe what the Way is. It is entire-describe what the Way is. It is entire-
ly appropriate to write it thus:ly appropriate to write it thus:
"I am the Way, that is, the Truth and "I am the Way, that is, the Truth and 
the Life."the Life."
     Many times, when we hear this      Many times, when we hear this 
reading, we think Jesus is self-iden-reading, we think Jesus is self-iden-
tifying as three distinct things: first, tifying as three distinct things: first, 
the way; second, the truth and; and the way; second, the truth and; and 
third, the life. This is not so. Gram-third, the life. This is not so. Gram-
matically speaking, the evangelist has matically speaking, the evangelist has 
Jesus claiming to be only the Way.Jesus claiming to be only the Way.
This brings me to my reflection on This brings me to my reflection on 
the Way Jesus claims to be. Jesus is the Way Jesus claims to be. Jesus is 
the Way to what or where...or who? the Way to what or where...or who? 
He is the Way to the Father. How He is the Way to the Father. How 
do we know the Way? In the Gospel do we know the Way? In the Gospel 
story, the apostle Thomas asks this story, the apostle Thomas asks this 
very question of Jesus.very question of Jesus.
     Reflecting on the grammatical      Reflecting on the grammatical 
structure of the sentence we are structure of the sentence we are 
exegeting, we know we are on the exegeting, we know we are on the 
Way when truth and life are pres-Way when truth and life are pres-
ent to us. In other words, we test the ent to us. In other words, we test the 

authenticity of our faith journey by authenticity of our faith journey by 
discerning if the Way we are on is discerning if the Way we are on is 
grounded in Truth and is Life-giving.   grounded in Truth and is Life-giving.   
Think about that...if you grasp what Think about that...if you grasp what 
is True, then you know that all things is True, then you know that all things 
about you are in the Father's hands about you are in the Father's hands 
and that your life should reflect your and that your life should reflect your 
dependence upon God...all you dependence upon God...all you 
have and all you are in need of and have and all you are in need of and 
all you do is in God's hands. If that all you do is in God's hands. If that 
dependence is the Truth of your dependence is the Truth of your 
being, then the Life of that being being, then the Life of that being 

grounds itself in forgive-grounds itself in forgive-
ness. Jesus constantly ness. Jesus constantly 
speaks of forgiveness as speaks of forgiveness as 
a way of life.   In his own a way of life.   In his own 
preaching, Jesus shows preaching, Jesus shows 
us that forgiveness is not us that forgiveness is not 
only something for you only something for you 
to receive from God and to receive from God and 
others...it is something others...it is something 
you must give to others. you must give to others. 
In the scriptures, Jesus In the scriptures, Jesus 
teaches about forgiveness teaches about forgiveness 
for a very specific reason. for a very specific reason. 
When you forgive, Life When you forgive, Life 
becomes present not only becomes present not only 
to the person freed from to the person freed from 
your anger or disappoint-your anger or disappoint-

ment, your hurt or sadness; but, Life ment, your hurt or sadness; but, Life 
is present and new in you too.is present and new in you too.
     Thus, when we rest in the knowl-     Thus, when we rest in the knowl-
edge that our total dependence upon edge that our total dependence upon 
the Father is the Truth of our life, just the Father is the Truth of our life, just 
as it was for Jesus' life, and that it is as it was for Jesus' life, and that it is 
only through our giving of forgive-only through our giving of forgive-
ness that real Life is made present to ness that real Life is made present to 
others and ourselves, we can better others and ourselves, we can better 
understand Jesus' words: the Truth understand Jesus' words: the Truth 
and the Life are the Way.and the Life are the Way.

¡Buen Camino!¡Buen Camino!

     Paul Vance is the Director of 
Faith Development at St. Mark the 
Evangelist.

A Pilgrim’s BeatitudeA Pilgrim’s Beatitude
By Paul VanceBy Paul Vance
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     A grey and empty square amid      A grey and empty square amid 
the steady fall of rain,the steady fall of rain,
     The image of a sorrowful mother      The image of a sorrowful mother 
with child in arms,with child in arms,
     The impression of Blood and wa-     The impression of Blood and wa-
ter flowing down the corpus hung ter flowing down the corpus hung 
on an ancient crucifix.on an ancient crucifix.
     We watched through a portal,     We watched through a portal,
     Kneeling on our kitchen floor and      Kneeling on our kitchen floor and 
wept.wept.
1,000 bells,1,000 bells,
1,000 sirens,1,000 sirens,
     A frail man in white limps to the      A frail man in white limps to the 
threshold of the world,threshold of the world,
     And the Son of Man is lifted up      And the Son of Man is lifted up 
and draws all to Himself.and draws all to Himself.
     This was the extraordinary “mo-     This was the extraordinary “mo-
ment of prayer,” the Urbi et Orbi ment of prayer,” the Urbi et Orbi 
blessing of March 27, 2020, the first blessing of March 27, 2020, the first 
ever of its kind offered apart from ever of its kind offered apart from 
the election of a pope, Christmas, the election of a pope, Christmas, 
or Easter. On a bleak Friday during or Easter. On a bleak Friday during 
Lent and in the midst of worldwide Lent and in the midst of worldwide 
pandemic and upheaval we wit-pandemic and upheaval we wit-
nessed the Vicar of Christ express nessed the Vicar of Christ express 
the eloquence of his office. He the eloquence of his office. He 
pleaded, interceded, and blessed. He pleaded, interceded, and blessed. He 
taught with authority and spoke to taught with authority and spoke to 
weary hearts words to rouse.weary hearts words to rouse.
     I have to confess that as we      I have to confess that as we 
watched we didn’t understand much watched we didn’t understand much 
since we unknowingly opted for since we unknowingly opted for 
a live stream without subtitles or a live stream without subtitles or 
translation. I made out that he was translation. I made out that he was 
referencing the apostles in a storm as referencing the apostles in a storm as 
their boat was being tossed by waves their boat was being tossed by waves 
while Christ slept. I understood while Christ slept. I understood 
the Italian word for “fear”, which is the Italian word for “fear”, which is 
“paura” because it was spoken often “paura” because it was spoken often 
and was by St. John Paul II as well. It and was by St. John Paul II as well. It 
wasn’t until after the blessing that I wasn’t until after the blessing that I 
found the translation. found the translation. 
     I read it and wept again.      I read it and wept again. 
     In the Storm and Darkness     In the Storm and Darkness
The Holy Father spoke about our The Holy Father spoke about our 
bleak reality:bleak reality:
     “Thick darkness has gathered over      “Thick darkness has gathered over 
our squares, our streets and our cit-our squares, our streets and our cit-
ies; it has taken over our lives, filling ies; it has taken over our lives, filling 
everything with a deafening silence everything with a deafening silence 
and a distressing void, that stops and a distressing void, that stops 
everything as it passes by; we feel it everything as it passes by; we feel it 

in the air, we notice it in people’s ges-in the air, we notice it in people’s ges-
tures, their glances give them away. tures, their glances give them away. 
We find our-We find our-
selves afraid selves afraid 
and lost.”and lost.”
     There is      There is 
no sugar no sugar 
coating the coating the 
awful reality awful reality 
of this pan-of this pan-
demic; the demic; the 
lives lost—the lives lost—the 
mounting mounting 
fear that the worst is yet to come. fear that the worst is yet to come. 
Pope Francis equated it to the Pope Francis equated it to the 
apostles in the midst of a storm apostles in the midst of a storm 
being tossed about and he called us being tossed about and he called us 
to trust—to know that the Father to trust—to know that the Father 
cares—that Jesus cares even while it cares—that Jesus cares even while it 
seems that he is sleeping.seems that he is sleeping.
     The pope spoke about the storm      The pope spoke about the storm 
itself and what it exposes:itself and what it exposes:
     “The storm exposes our vulner-     “The storm exposes our vulner-
ability and uncovers those false ability and uncovers those false 
and superfluous certainties around and superfluous certainties around 
which we have constructed our daily which we have constructed our daily 
schedules, our projects, our habits schedules, our projects, our habits 
and priorities. It shows us how we and priorities. It shows us how we 
have allowed to become dull and have allowed to become dull and 
feeble the very things that nourish, feeble the very things that nourish, 
sustain and strengthen our lives and sustain and strengthen our lives and 
our communities. The tempest lays our communities. The tempest lays 
bare all our prepackaged ideas and bare all our prepackaged ideas and 
forgetfulness of what nourishes our forgetfulness of what nourishes our 
people’s souls; all those attempts that people’s souls; all those attempts that 
anesthetize us with ways of thinking anesthetize us with ways of thinking 
and acting that supposedly ‘save’ us, and acting that supposedly ‘save’ us, 
but instead prove incapable of put-but instead prove incapable of put-
ting us in touch with our roots and ting us in touch with our roots and 
keeping alive the memory of those keeping alive the memory of those 
who have gone before us. We de-who have gone before us. We de-
prive ourselves of the antibodies we prive ourselves of the antibodies we 
need to confront adversity.need to confront adversity.
     In this storm, the façade of those      In this storm, the façade of those 
stereotypes with which we camou-stereotypes with which we camou-
flaged our egos, always worrying flaged our egos, always worrying 
about our image, has fallen away, about our image, has fallen away, 
uncovering once more that (blessed) uncovering once more that (blessed) 
common belonging, of which we common belonging, of which we 
cannot be deprived: our belonging as cannot be deprived: our belonging as 
brothers and sisters.”brothers and sisters.”
     Darkness and Light     Darkness and Light
     This got to me. So often I am an      This got to me. So often I am an 
amnesiac, forgetting who I really am amnesiac, forgetting who I really am 

and what I’m really doing, grasping and what I’m really doing, grasping 
for comfort in things that, “suppos-for comfort in things that, “suppos-

edly ‘save.’” I edly ‘save.’” I 
find that in find that in 
the midst of the midst of 
this I’ve lost this I’ve lost 
many of my many of my 
hiding spots.hiding spots.
     He pointed      He pointed 
to our Lenten to our Lenten 
call to repen-call to repen-
tance, to the tance, to the 
quiet sanctity quiet sanctity 

and heroism being expressed in and heroism being expressed in 
hospitals and grocery stores and in hospitals and grocery stores and in 
homes. And above all, to the keryg-homes. And above all, to the keryg-
ma, the central proclamation of our ma, the central proclamation of our 
Faith.Faith.
       “By his cross we have been saved        “By his cross we have been saved 
in order to embrace hope and let it in order to embrace hope and let it 
strengthen and sustain all measures strengthen and sustain all measures 
and all possible avenues for helping and all possible avenues for helping 
us protect ourselves and others. Em-us protect ourselves and others. Em-
bracing the Lord in order to embrace bracing the Lord in order to embrace 
hope: that is the strength of faith, hope: that is the strength of faith, 
which frees us from fear and gives us which frees us from fear and gives us 
hope.”hope.”
     The central saving message of the      The central saving message of the 
gospel is brought out to the thresh-gospel is brought out to the thresh-
old of our sick and suffering world.    old of our sick and suffering world.    
The gospel must be proclaimed and The gospel must be proclaimed and 
lived boldly even amid our homes in lived boldly even amid our homes in 
a shuttered world. Better still, Christ a shuttered world. Better still, Christ 
himself, in the Monstrance and in himself, in the Monstrance and in 
many distressing disguises is now many distressing disguises is now 
being lifted up at the threshold of being lifted up at the threshold of 
the world. He himself is broadcast in the world. He himself is broadcast in 
a way that should stir up our long-a way that should stir up our long-
ing for the bridegroom, for the day ing for the bridegroom, for the day 
when we can all gather again at the when we can all gather again at the 
Eucharistic Table, at the altar in our Eucharistic Table, at the altar in our 
parishes and receive him again. He parishes and receive him again. He 
himself is now hiding in the eyes of himself is now hiding in the eyes of 
our family members, in the sick, in our family members, in the sick, in 
the healthcare worker, the grocery the healthcare worker, the grocery 
worker, and a thousand unexpected worker, and a thousand unexpected 
places. Urbi et Orbi, to the city and places. Urbi et Orbi, to the city and 
the world:the world:
     “A Light shines in the midst of      “A Light shines in the midst of 
darkness, and the darkness has not darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” John 1:5overcome it.” John 1:5
          
Article written by Colin MacIver for Article written by Colin MacIver for 
Assencion Press.Assencion Press.

Urbi et Orbi: At the Threshold of the WorldUrbi et Orbi: At the Threshold of the World
By Colin MacIverBy Colin MacIver
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     One of the great Easter tradi-     One of the great Easter tradi-
tions is “mystagogy,” an ancient tions is “mystagogy,” an ancient 
word meaning “reflection on the word meaning “reflection on the 
mysteries.” It is a style of catechesis, mysteries.” It is a style of catechesis, 
or passing on the faith. People who or passing on the faith. People who 
have shared an experience, in this have shared an experience, in this 
case those who have been baptized case those who have been baptized 
at Easter, are urged to recall their at Easter, are urged to recall their 
experience, reflect on its meaning, experience, reflect on its meaning, 
and apply their insights to their new and apply their insights to their new 
way of life. way of life. 

     There is an aspect of an experi-     There is an aspect of an experi-
ence that is simply not available until ence that is simply not available until 
you’ve had it. For example, you may you’ve had it. For example, you may 
think you know weddings inside think you know weddings inside 
out; you’ve been to dozens, seen out; you’ve been to dozens, seen 
hundreds in the movies or on televi-hundreds in the movies or on televi-
sion, but until you’ve said “I do” to sion, but until you’ve said “I do” to 
another, there is a certain knowledge another, there is a certain knowledge 
unavailable to you. Those who go unavailable to you. Those who go 
down into the waters of baptism as down into the waters of baptism as 
adults have similar experiences; they adults have similar experiences; they 
have all taken baths before, but not have all taken baths before, but not 
like this one! Mystagogy helps such like this one! Mystagogy helps such 
persons to uncover the deep mean-persons to uncover the deep mean-
ing of the experience, their sense of ing of the experience, their sense of 

a new beginning, of God’s abundant a new beginning, of God’s abundant 
love, of forgiveness, of community. love, of forgiveness, of community. 
It takes time for the power of the It takes time for the power of the 
Easter Vigil to work its wonders for Easter Vigil to work its wonders for 
us. Those who are newly baptized us. Those who are newly baptized 
are called “neophytes,” meaning are called “neophytes,” meaning 
“newly planted.” The tender buds “newly planted.” The tender buds 
of spring need care and nurturing, of spring need care and nurturing, 
and our new brothers and sisters and our new brothers and sisters 
need your prayer and your faithful need your prayer and your faithful 
example.example.

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. 
Paluch Co.Paluch Co.  

MystagogyMystagogy
By James FieldBy James Field

We Christians We Christians 
know that as a rule, know that as a rule, 
God will often call God will often call 
you to do some-you to do some-
thing when you thing when you 
least expect it, and least expect it, and 
when you might when you might 
feel not as prepared feel not as prepared 
for it. On March for it. On March 
28, in the presence 28, in the presence 
of my immedi-of my immedi-
ate family, Bishop ate family, Bishop 

Boulette and others, I was ordained Boulette and others, I was ordained 
a priest of Jesus Christ, a month a priest of Jesus Christ, a month 
and a half before I thought I would and a half before I thought I would 
be ordained. The week before the be ordained. The week before the 
ordination was a strange one; why ordination was a strange one; why 
me and why now, shouldn’t we wait, me and why now, shouldn’t we wait, 
like other dioceses, what was God like other dioceses, what was God 
doing in my life by asking me to doing in my life by asking me to 
enter this stage of life now, not later. enter this stage of life now, not later. 
These were questions that crossed These were questions that crossed 
my mind in prayer. Through it all my mind in prayer. Through it all 
though, one clear answer from though, one clear answer from 
God shined through: I have God shined through: I have 
called you; what does it matter called you; what does it matter 
when I desire you to be or-when I desire you to be or-
dained. Be ready at any time to dained. Be ready at any time to 
leave all behind and follow me.leave all behind and follow me.
     Follow me: this has been my      Follow me: this has been my 
motto in my first few weeks motto in my first few weeks 
of priesthood. I was ordained of priesthood. I was ordained 
during a global emergency, and as I during a global emergency, and as I 
began to minister, I soon discovered began to minister, I soon discovered 
what it was God has been calling what it was God has been calling 
me to in my ministry so far. I have me to in my ministry so far. I have 
been saying mass for the Assump-been saying mass for the Assump-

tion Seminary community, as well tion Seminary community, as well 
as offering reflections, masses and as offering reflections, masses and 
prayer for our entire Archdiocese prayer for our entire Archdiocese 
in the midst of the crises. God has in the midst of the crises. God has 
called me to help Archbishop in called me to help Archbishop in 
building unity and community building unity and community 
amongst our people while we are amongst our people while we are 
all physically distant. Every day, my all physically distant. Every day, my 
prayer is for that unity. Every day, I prayer is for that unity. Every day, I 
work to build that unity in my life work to build that unity in my life 
as a priest.as a priest.
     We have been reminded con-     We have been reminded con-
stantly during Lent that Christ’s stantly during Lent that Christ’s 
suffering and death was not in suffering and death was not in 
vain, but was to be for the sake of vain, but was to be for the sake of 
us all, and now as we celebrate the us all, and now as we celebrate the 
Easter Season, we are reaffirmed that Easter Season, we are reaffirmed that 
Jesus death and resurrection saved Jesus death and resurrection saved 
us from the wages of sin. Death has us from the wages of sin. Death has 
been eternally destroyed. The gates been eternally destroyed. The gates 
of heaven have been opened to us. of heaven have been opened to us. 
God has saved his people. What God has saved his people. What 
greater joy can we imagine than this?greater joy can we imagine than this?
     This light of resurrection should      This light of resurrection should 

drive us drive us 
on in the on in the 
midst midst 
of this of this 
suffer-suffer-
ing. Even ing. Even 
though though 
we we 
mourn mourn 

now, we will rejoice soon. Even now, we will rejoice soon. Even 
though we suffer now, we will rejoice though we suffer now, we will rejoice 
soon. Even though many die now, soon. Even though many die now, 
we will rejoice soon. For the suffer-we will rejoice soon. For the suffer-
ing, the pain, even the distance is not ing, the pain, even the distance is not 

forever. One day, we will return to forever. One day, we will return to 
a more normal sense of life, and we a more normal sense of life, and we 

look forward to that look forward to that 
day. But, we rejoice day. But, we rejoice 
now because Christ now because Christ 
has conquered has conquered 
death, has come to death, has come to 
dry the tears from dry the tears from 
our eyes, to give us our eyes, to give us 
hope! May the hope hope! May the hope 
of this joy-filled of this joy-filled 
season sustain you season sustain you 
in this time of trial.in this time of trial.
Dear friends, I do Dear friends, I do 
not know what is not know what is 
next in life. For now, next in life. For now, 

my assignment is to pray for the my assignment is to pray for the 
people of the Archdiocese, for you! people of the Archdiocese, for you! 
Rest assured of my prayers during Rest assured of my prayers during 
this time. Although my heart was this time. Although my heart was 
sad on ordination day that I could sad on ordination day that I could 
not have you all physically present, not have you all physically present, 
I felt your spiritual presence in the I felt your spiritual presence in the 
many thousands who have viewed, many thousands who have viewed, 
commented on or sent me cards of commented on or sent me cards of 
congratulations. I embrace you all, congratulations. I embrace you all, 
and know that, if God permits, we and know that, if God permits, we 
will come together as a parish and will come together as a parish and 
celebrate this important milestone in celebrate this important milestone in 
the history of the parish. God bless the history of the parish. God bless 
you all abundantly!you all abundantly!

          Ian Robbins is a recently ordained Ian Robbins is a recently ordained 
Priest in the Archdiocese of San An-Priest in the Archdiocese of San An-
tonio. tonio. 
     Photos by Veronica Marklnad from      Photos by Veronica Marklnad from 
Today’s CatholicToday’s Catholic

Ian Robbins Ordained a PriestIan Robbins Ordained a Priest
by Ian Robbinsby Ian Robbins
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     This year’s Lent has been a Lent      This year’s Lent has been a Lent 
like no other. And that’s the case for like no other. And that’s the case for 
many obvious reasons. As has been many obvious reasons. As has been 
stated eloquently on social media: stated eloquently on social media: 
This was the Lentiest Lent that we This was the Lentiest Lent that we 
have ever Lented. Even as we bask have ever Lented. Even as we bask 
in the resurrection rays of the Easter in the resurrection rays of the Easter 
season and look forward to the holy season and look forward to the holy 
fire of Pentecost, it pays to look back fire of Pentecost, it pays to look back 
on the purifying period of Lent and on the purifying period of Lent and 
the freedom that comes through the freedom that comes through 
repentance and reliance on the Lord. repentance and reliance on the Lord. 
Even as a global health crisis plunged Even as a global health crisis plunged 
many Christians and their neighbors many Christians and their neighbors 
the world over in to a strict quasi-the world over in to a strict quasi-
monastic existence, some men were monastic existence, some men were 
already in the midst of an intense already in the midst of an intense 
program of prayer and self-denial. program of prayer and self-denial. 
     On January 13th, eight young      On January 13th, eight young 
men in our community set off on men in our community set off on 
the challenging journey of Exodus the challenging journey of Exodus 
90 (exodus90.com).  This 90-day 90 (exodus90.com).  This 90-day 
spiritual exercise promised to draw spiritual exercise promised to draw 

them closer to the Lord and each them closer to the Lord and each 
other through a roadmap of daily other through a roadmap of daily 
prayer, ascetism, and fraternity. The prayer, ascetism, and fraternity. The 
connections of this spiritual journey connections of this spiritual journey 
to the ancient Israelite’s flight from to the ancient Israelite’s flight from 
slavery in Egypt were overt and slavery in Egypt were overt and 
intentional. Through daily Scripture intentional. Through daily Scripture 
readings and meditations, Exodus readings and meditations, Exodus 
Men are led to see how personal Men are led to see how personal 
vices and lifestyles of distraction can vices and lifestyles of distraction can 
bind us, God’s chosen people, and bind us, God’s chosen people, and 
prevent us from freely worshipping prevent us from freely worshipping 
God with all our hearts and serving God with all our hearts and serving 
family and Church.  family and Church.  
     In order to cast off this yoke of      In order to cast off this yoke of 
spiritual slavery, these men dove in spiritual slavery, these men dove in 
to Scripture, fasted from screen time, to Scripture, fasted from screen time, 
committed to daily prayer, offered up committed to daily prayer, offered up 
sacrifices of time and convenience, sacrifices of time and convenience, 
as well as met weekly to forge stron-as well as met weekly to forge stron-
ger bonds as brothers in Jesus Christ. ger bonds as brothers in Jesus Christ. 
Even when pandemic precautions Even when pandemic precautions 
prevented them from meeting in prevented them from meeting in 
person, fraternity meetings contin-person, fraternity meetings contin-

ued through video conferencing ued through video conferencing 
and other virtual check-ins. While and other virtual check-ins. While 
these eight men were traveling this these eight men were traveling this 
road of discipleship together, they road of discipleship together, they 
were joined by thousands of other were joined by thousands of other 
men throughout the world on this men throughout the world on this 
same Exodus journey. All of this led same Exodus journey. All of this led 
to readiness to worship God with to readiness to worship God with 
freedom and to experience the joy of freedom and to experience the joy of 
the resurrection come Easter.  the resurrection come Easter.  
     The men of our community’s      The men of our community’s 
Exodus Fraternity are looking for Exodus Fraternity are looking for 
brothers to join them in a life of brothers to join them in a life of 
Christian discipleship. If you are a Christian discipleship. If you are a 
young adult man, send an email to young adult man, send an email to 
btamez@stmarkevangelist.com or btamez@stmarkevangelist.com or 
call 210.494.1959, x332 for more call 210.494.1959, x332 for more 
information on men's community information on men's community 
and formation at St. Mark. And look and formation at St. Mark. And look 
forward to next January for the next forward to next January for the next 
opportunity to participate in Exodus opportunity to participate in Exodus 
90. 90. 
          Blake R. Tamez is the Coordinator Blake R. Tamez is the Coordinator 
of Discipleship Minstires at St. Mark of Discipleship Minstires at St. Mark 
the Evangelist. the Evangelist. 

      

Exodus 90 and True FreedomExodus 90 and True Freedom
By Blake TamezBy Blake Tamez

     March brought in changes that      March brought in changes that 
were difficult for the majority of the were difficult for the majority of the 
population, including the church. population, including the church. 
Everything seemed to be canceled. Everything seemed to be canceled. 
How do you continue to reach the How do you continue to reach the 
youth when your whole program is youth when your whole program is 
hinged on Sunday gatherings? This hinged on Sunday gatherings? This 
is the question we were faced with is the question we were faced with 
under the COVID-19 restrictions.  under the COVID-19 restrictions.  
     There is, however, a silver lining to      There is, however, a silver lining to 
all of these challenges. We live in an all of these challenges. We live in an 
age where we can successfully com-age where we can successfully com-
municate with anyone, anywhere, municate with anyone, anywhere, 
over the internet. Websites like over the internet. Websites like 
Zoom and YouTube, have become Zoom and YouTube, have become 
our allies in our faith formation ef-our allies in our faith formation ef-
forts.  forts.  
     Our first concern was to make      Our first concern was to make 
sure every family under youth sure every family under youth 
ministry knew that we were there for ministry knew that we were there for 
them, we were praying for them and them, we were praying for them and 
with them. We sent daily prayers with them. We sent daily prayers 
and encouragement to the parents of and encouragement to the parents of 
our youth. We shared videos, info-our youth. We shared videos, info-
graphics, and quotes from saints and graphics, and quotes from saints and 

popes. Having the Catholic based popes. Having the Catholic based 
communication management tool communication management tool 
Flocknote, has been an essential part Flocknote, has been an essential part 
of our outreach to our families.  of our outreach to our families.  
         Life Teen International hosted          Life Teen International hosted 
weekly Global Life Nights live on weekly Global Life Nights live on 
YouTube. We were able to invite our YouTube. We were able to invite our 
youth to hear a message and music youth to hear a message and music 
by professional speakers and musi-by professional speakers and musi-
cians. After the Life Night they were cians. After the Life Night they were 
invited to join a Zoom call with invited to join a Zoom call with 
their St. Mark’s family. During these their St. Mark’s family. During these 
calls the youth could engage with calls the youth could engage with 
each other and answer some of the each other and answer some of the 
thought-provoking questions raised thought-provoking questions raised 
during the presentation. Edge youth during the presentation. Edge youth 
that rarely shared in person were that rarely shared in person were 
moved to speak over this platform. moved to speak over this platform. 
They were truly happy to see familiar They were truly happy to see familiar 
faces from their parish.  faces from their parish.  
     The teen leaders of Life Teen took      The teen leaders of Life Teen took 
to Instagram to show their peers to Instagram to show their peers 
their daily prayer practices. They led their daily prayer practices. They led 
rosaries on Zoom and organized vir-rosaries on Zoom and organized vir-
tual stations of the cross to share with tual stations of the cross to share with 
the community on Good Friday.  the community on Good Friday.  

     Adult core Members from Edge      Adult core Members from Edge 
and Life Teen volunteered their time and Life Teen volunteered their time 
to make videos for YouTube. These to make videos for YouTube. These 
videos consisted of ways to pray, videos consisted of ways to pray, 
topics about Lent, and how to deal topics about Lent, and how to deal 
with these uncertain times. Con-with these uncertain times. Con-
firmation prep continued online, firmation prep continued online, 
Theology of the Body created videos Theology of the Body created videos 
for their group, and Life Teen parents for their group, and Life Teen parents 
were encouraged to take part in the were encouraged to take part in the 
Summit resources to prepare for the Summit resources to prepare for the 
Sunday Mass. Sunday Mass. 
     As a community, we came togeth-     As a community, we came togeth-
er to help each other remember that er to help each other remember that 
Jesus is our focus. No matter what Jesus is our focus. No matter what 
is going on in the world, our savior is going on in the world, our savior 
will always be there for us with open will always be there for us with open 
arms. We will make it through these arms. We will make it through these 
trials and become stronger disciples trials and become stronger disciples 
of Christ because of it.  of Christ because of it.  

     Madonna Gil is the Coordinator of      Madonna Gil is the Coordinator of 
Middle School Youth Ministry at St. Middle School Youth Ministry at St. 
Mark the Evangelist.Mark the Evangelist.

Comming Together as a CommunityComming Together as a Community
By Madonna GilBy Madonna Gil
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 Patrick & Asta Bilderback Patrick & Asta Bilderback

Charles  & Kimberly HarmCharles  & Kimberly Harm

 Sheridan Cappellini Sheridan Cappellini

Ernesto FloresErnesto Flores

Mary Helen FloresMary Helen Flores

Sonia Lopez-LeeSonia Lopez-Lee

Guadalupe  & Elodia PinedoGuadalupe  & Elodia Pinedo

Nancy SanchezNancy Sanchez

Adam & Daniela FelixAdam & Daniela Felix

Robert & Rebecca BrinkmannRobert & Rebecca Brinkmann

Julie SansaveraJulie Sansavera

Nina SansaveraNina Sansavera

     I love the verse in Sirach where it      I love the verse in Sirach where it 
says, “My child, conduct your affairs says, “My child, conduct your affairs 
with humility, and you will be loved with humility, and you will be loved 
more than a giver of gifts.” This is an more than a giver of gifts.” This is an 
interesting concept for those of us interesting concept for those of us 
who think a stewardship way of life who think a stewardship way of life 
is all about the giving of gifts. When is all about the giving of gifts. When 
we start to think that all we are called we start to think that all we are called 
to do is give for the sake of giving, we to do is give for the sake of giving, we 
have missed the point.have missed the point.
     We are called to be gracious givers.      We are called to be gracious givers. 
We are called to allow the Jesus in us We are called to allow the Jesus in us 
to encounter the Jesus in others. Hu-to encounter the Jesus in others. Hu-
mility does not mean that we hide mility does not mean that we hide 
away after we give, but we give in a away after we give, but we give in a 
way that has less to do with us and way that has less to do with us and 
more to do with the one in whose more to do with the one in whose 
name we give. Our world needs name we give. Our world needs 
philanthropy and generosity, but it philanthropy and generosity, but it 
needs Jesus even more. We want to needs Jesus even more. We want to 

be good examples to others of how be good examples to others of how 
to be generous, not because we want to be generous, not because we want 
them to be like us but like Jesus.them to be like us but like Jesus.
     Give all things with a gracious      Give all things with a gracious 
heart and disposition. Do not take heart and disposition. Do not take 
any credit for that generosity but any credit for that generosity but 
instead let it point to Jesus. After all, instead let it point to Jesus. After all, 
it is Jesus who calls us to a mature it is Jesus who calls us to a mature 
faith where we answer the call every faith where we answer the call every 
day regardless of the cost. Without day regardless of the cost. Without 
that maturity and answering the that maturity and answering the 
call, would we really be driven to be call, would we really be driven to be 
generous givers? Knowing that left generous givers? Knowing that left 
to our own devices we would prob-to our own devices we would prob-
ably not be very successful as a giver ably not be very successful as a giver 
of gifts should make us very humble of gifts should make us very humble 
anyway.anyway.

     Reflection by Tracy Earl Welliver,      Reflection by Tracy Earl Welliver, 
MTS from LPIMTS from LPI

     St. Mark the Evangelist again      St. Mark the Evangelist again 
has successfully sponsored another has successfully sponsored another 
Habitat for Humanity home and Habitat for Humanity home and 
given our 25th family a house in given our 25th family a house in 
which to grow which to grow 
and to prosper. and to prosper. 
Congratulations Congratulations 
are in order for are in order for 
our parish as the our parish as the 
sole Catholic sole Catholic 
Parish to spon-Parish to spon-
sor a home on sor a home on 
our own. This home for the Lopez our own. This home for the Lopez 
family would not have been pos-family would not have been pos-
sible without the support of over sible without the support of over 
500 parishioners. The men, women, 500 parishioners. The men, women, 
and young adults who contributed and young adults who contributed 
their time, talent and treasure to this their time, talent and treasure to this 
will be celebrated in a slide show will be celebrated in a slide show 
next January and in a book that will next January and in a book that will 
be given to the homeowners. Re-be given to the homeowners. Re-
grettably, the home dedication was grettably, the home dedication was 

cancelled as the current health crisis cancelled as the current health crisis 
rules would not allow it. We will be rules would not allow it. We will be 
given the chance to present the fam-given the chance to present the fam-
ily with a few items when they close ily with a few items when they close 
on the house at the end of April. on the house at the end of April. 
They are most grateful. This journey They are most grateful. This journey 

started on January 11th started on January 11th 
when a presentation when a presentation 
was made to the parish. was made to the parish. 
January 31st was our January 31st was our 
first build day and we first build day and we 
had great weather all had great weather all 
the way through except the way through except 
for the last day, April for the last day, April 

4th. It is very rewarding to work with 4th. It is very rewarding to work with 
such great people and families and such great people and families and 
to make another family so happy. to make another family so happy. 
Again, THANK YOU for all that Again, THANK YOU for all that 
you do…I am proud to be a mem-you do…I am proud to be a mem-
ber of this beautiful parish.ber of this beautiful parish.

        Bill Faucher is the Habitat for Hu-Bill Faucher is the Habitat for Hu-
manity Lead at St. Mark the Evange-manity Lead at St. Mark the Evange-
list.list.

We Are Done!We Are Done!
By Bill FaucherBy Bill Faucher
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