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My Dear People,My Dear People,

     Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of Lent February 17 this year. When we receive      Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of Lent February 17 this year. When we receive 

our ashes, the priest says, “Turn away from sin and believe in the Gospel.” For Catholics, our ashes, the priest says, “Turn away from sin and believe in the Gospel.” For Catholics, 

Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We spread prayer out over 40 days on Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We spread prayer out over 40 days on 

a journey that hopefully brings us into a deeper encounter with Christ. Fasting on Ash a journey that hopefully brings us into a deeper encounter with Christ. Fasting on Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday, with meatless Fridays interspersed is the only time many Wednesday and Good Friday, with meatless Fridays interspersed is the only time many 

Catholics fast. Assuming fasting as a form of penance turns us away from sin and toward Catholics fast. Assuming fasting as a form of penance turns us away from sin and toward 

Christ. The third part of Lent is almsgiving. It is not about throwing a few extra dollars Christ. The third part of Lent is almsgiving. It is not about throwing a few extra dollars 

in the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ 

and helping them without question. and helping them without question. 

     In this month’s Winged Lion you will read about how we have adapted how we min-     In this month’s Winged Lion you will read about how we have adapted how we min-

ister to each other while providing a safe environment to our participants. Soon our staff ister to each other while providing a safe environment to our participants. Soon our staff 

will share with you changes we are making during the Lent season to keep you safe as will share with you changes we are making during the Lent season to keep you safe as 

you come to worship with us. We have added reconciliation opportunities and addition-you come to worship with us. We have added reconciliation opportunities and addition-

al opportunities to worship together safely. Look for an email from me soon.al opportunities to worship together safely. Look for an email from me soon.

     I challenge you, during what may prove to be a difficult season, to spend a few minutes      I challenge you, during what may prove to be a difficult season, to spend a few minutes 

during your prayer time each day to read the Gospel as part of your meditation and turn during your prayer time each day to read the Gospel as part of your meditation and turn 

towards the hopefulness of the resurrection of Christ.towards the hopefulness of the resurrection of Christ.

       Peace to you and your family,       Peace to you and your family,

SEASON OF LENTSEASON OF LENT
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     My life is ordinary. In comparison      My life is ordinary. In comparison 
to past seasons of my life, and cur-to past seasons of my life, and cur-
rent seasons my friends find them-rent seasons my friends find them-
selves in, my life is ordinary. selves in, my life is ordinary. 
     I am captivated by the idea that, as      I am captivated by the idea that, as 
Christians, our lives should look dif-Christians, our lives should look dif-
ferent, radical, even a little crazy. But ferent, radical, even a little crazy. But 
here I am, stuck in ordinary time. I here I am, stuck in ordinary time. I 
don’t mean this to sound negative, don’t mean this to sound negative, 
living in ordinary time (there is a living in ordinary time (there is a 
reason the majority of the liturgical reason the majority of the liturgical 
year is called ordinary), it just seems year is called ordinary), it just seems 
counterintuitive to the life I want to counterintuitive to the life I want to 
lead. lead. 
     I woke up one morning frustrated      I woke up one morning frustrated 
by this feeling. Simply put, I had by this feeling. Simply put, I had 
a bad attitude. “This is not what I a bad attitude. “This is not what I 
want, Lord.” The mundane was get-want, Lord.” The mundane was get-
ting to me. The pile of clean laundry ting to me. The pile of clean laundry 
needing to be put away grew as I needing to be put away grew as I 
pouted.pouted.
     At the beginning of 2020, the      At the beginning of 2020, the 
Lord spoke newness over me. Lord spoke newness over me. 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing.” I “Behold, I am doing a new thing.” I 
grabbed ahold of this verse (Isaiah grabbed ahold of this verse (Isaiah 
43:19) and ran with it until I came to 43:19) and ran with it until I came to 
an abrupt halt in March. The world an abrupt halt in March. The world 
came to an abrupt halt in March. came to an abrupt halt in March. 
     “This is not the “new” I wanted,      “This is not the “new” I wanted, 
Lord…” I expected a fancy new job Lord…” I expected a fancy new job 
and maybe a boyfriend - a radi-and maybe a boyfriend - a radi-
cal and exciting life with surprises cal and exciting life with surprises 
around every turn. Well, there were around every turn. Well, there were 
surprises around every turn, just not surprises around every turn, just not 
“good” ones: grocery stores out of “good” ones: grocery stores out of 
toilet paper, nationwide lockdown, toilet paper, nationwide lockdown, 
masks, 6 feet distances. What?masks, 6 feet distances. What?
     Now the middle seats on planes      Now the middle seats on planes 
are being filled, schools are open, are being filled, schools are open, 
and the grocery stores have the and the grocery stores have the 
“essentials” again, but this is not the “essentials” again, but this is not the 
“new” I wanted. “new” I wanted. 
     2021. A new year! A new year      2021. A new year! A new year 
brings the chance to reflect, so I al-brings the chance to reflect, so I al-
lowed myself to do that. lowed myself to do that. 
     I reflected on the disappointment      I reflected on the disappointment 
I felt as a result of hopes and dreams I felt as a result of hopes and dreams 
that didn’t come to fruition. I looked that didn’t come to fruition. I looked 
back at all the ways my life changed, back at all the ways my life changed, 
just not in the ways I expected or just not in the ways I expected or 
even wanted. I saw all of the days I even wanted. I saw all of the days I 
spent stuck at home, the many walks spent stuck at home, the many walks 

I took around my neighborhood, I took around my neighborhood, 
the hours I spent staring at a screen. the hours I spent staring at a screen. 
I was left feeling dissatisfied. I was left feeling dissatisfied. 
     The more I thought about how      The more I thought about how 
2020 kept me from reaching goals I 2020 kept me from reaching goals I 
set last year, the more I wanted to be set last year, the more I wanted to be 
bitter and resentful. bitter and resentful. 
     After taking these feelings to      After taking these feelings to 
prayer, I noticed a fraction of accep-prayer, I noticed a fraction of accep-
tance that 2020 was exactly what it tance that 2020 was exactly what it 
was supposed to be. was supposed to be. 

     I want to be frustrated because I      I want to be frustrated because I 
didn’t check everything off my 2020 didn’t check everything off my 2020 
wishlist, but ultimately those things wishlist, but ultimately those things 
were out of my control. Ultimately, were out of my control. Ultimately, 
the Lord is using 2020 to bring the Lord is using 2020 to bring 
about newness in my life. I just can’t about newness in my life. I just can’t 
see it yet. see it yet. 
     2020 was far from ordinary, and      2020 was far from ordinary, and 
yet, I feel as though I have come yet, I feel as though I have come 
back to the same place as I was a back to the same place as I was a 
year ago. I am hopeful and ready for year ago. I am hopeful and ready for 
change. change. 
     I find myself in a new ordinary      I find myself in a new ordinary 
time. Absolutely nothing about liv-time. Absolutely nothing about liv-
ing in the time of a pandemic is or-ing in the time of a pandemic is or-
dinary, but it’s normal now? It is no dinary, but it’s normal now? It is no 
longer strange to me that we wear longer strange to me that we wear 
masks in public; wearing a mask is masks in public; wearing a mask is 
a habit, it’s normal. Using Zoom for a habit, it’s normal. Using Zoom for 
meetings, interviews, birthday par-meetings, interviews, birthday par-
ties, baby and wedding showers, and ties, baby and wedding showers, and 
bible study is normal. bible study is normal. 
     This “new normal” has become      This “new normal” has become 
repetitive and exhausting. Some-repetitive and exhausting. Some-
times, I don’t see the point in putting times, I don’t see the point in putting 
away my laundry or helping around away my laundry or helping around 
the house. I actively avoid prayer the house. I actively avoid prayer 
because I feel like a broken record. because I feel like a broken record. 
Writing, something that once Writing, something that once 
brought me joy, isn’t as exciting and brought me joy, isn’t as exciting and 
it's harder coming up with topics. I it's harder coming up with topics. I 
feel lethargic and drained. feel lethargic and drained. 

     Choosing to trust that the Lord      Choosing to trust that the Lord 
is working to bring about new-is working to bring about new-
ness takes all of me, and I’m tired of ness takes all of me, and I’m tired of 
surrendering myself every day. So I surrendering myself every day. So I 
choose to sit back and wait for it to choose to sit back and wait for it to 
get better. I carry on with a reluctant get better. I carry on with a reluctant 
heart and live from expectancy, not heart and live from expectancy, not 
hope in Him, but hope that He will hope in Him, but hope that He will 
change my life for the better and change my life for the better and 
immediately. And that led to a lot immediately. And that led to a lot 
of disappointment last year. I don’t of disappointment last year. I don’t 
think I’m alone in that. See, when I think I’m alone in that. See, when I 
keep waiting for things to get excit-keep waiting for things to get excit-
ing, I miss out on the excitement of ing, I miss out on the excitement of 
my “ordinary” life. my “ordinary” life. 
     Life isn’t going to get better or any      Life isn’t going to get better or any 
less ordinary if I just stare out my less ordinary if I just stare out my 
window, wistfully. Life isn’t going window, wistfully. Life isn’t going 
to get better just because it’s 2021. to get better just because it’s 2021. 
I need to seek out the excitement I need to seek out the excitement 
in the ordinary. I need to approach in the ordinary. I need to approach 
each day with new eyes and a grate-each day with new eyes and a grate-
ful heart. I need to surrender my ful heart. I need to surrender my 
bad attitude and misplaced hopes bad attitude and misplaced hopes 
everyday, no matter how hard it may everyday, no matter how hard it may 
seem. I need to actively participate seem. I need to actively participate 
in ordinary time. I need to invite the in ordinary time. I need to invite the 
Lord into the here and now. I need Lord into the here and now. I need 
to recite Mary’s magnificat, not just to recite Mary’s magnificat, not just 
in times of celebration, but in the in times of celebration, but in the 
ordinary. ordinary. 

God is still good.God is still good.
     I still hope for the end of the      I still hope for the end of the 
coronavirus. I still hope for 2021 coronavirus. I still hope for 2021 
to be the best year ever. I still hope to be the best year ever. I still hope 
for newness, but I recognize that I for newness, but I recognize that I 
need to trust that the Lord will fulfill need to trust that the Lord will fulfill 
His promise to me, in His time. I His promise to me, in His time. I 
will continue to shake off my bad will continue to shake off my bad 
attitude as I seek excitement. I will attitude as I seek excitement. I will 
remind myself that the Lord is here remind myself that the Lord is here 
and now. The Lord is in the ordi-and now. The Lord is in the ordi-
nary. The Lord is in the “bad” days. nary. The Lord is in the “bad” days. 
The Lord is in my pile of laundry. The Lord is in my pile of laundry. 
The Lord is in the people around The Lord is in the people around 
me. The Lord offers Himself to me me. The Lord offers Himself to me 
everyday. everyday. 
     The Lord was with me each day in      The Lord was with me each day in 
2020 and will be with me each day 2020 and will be with me each day 
of 2021. The question remains, will I of 2021. The question remains, will I 
choose to surrender myself to Him choose to surrender myself to Him 
everyday?everyday?

          Megan Byers  is a young adult at St. Megan Byers  is a young adult at St. 
Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church.Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church.

Ordinary TimeOrdinary Time
By Megan ByersBy Megan Byers
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     The community of St. Mark      The community of St. Mark 
the Evangelist feels blessed to have the Evangelist feels blessed to have 
been able to have a social distanc-been able to have a social distanc-
ing Christmas Pageant this year ing Christmas Pageant this year 
despite the pandemic.  The children despite the pandemic.  The children 

involved did a terrific job and we involved did a terrific job and we 
are very proud of them. I would are very proud of them. I would 
like to thank all parents, children, like to thank all parents, children, 
and adults who made our 2020 St. and adults who made our 2020 St. 
Mark Christmas Pageant a success. Mark Christmas Pageant a success. 

Christmas Pageant 2020Christmas Pageant 2020
By Rita CabelloBy Rita Cabello With only one 30 minute rehearsal With only one 30 minute rehearsal 

on December 17  they presented on December 17  they presented 
the pageant to the parish during the the pageant to the parish during the 
4:00 p.m. Mass in the Sanctuary and 4:00 p.m. Mass in the Sanctuary and 
4:30pm Mass in the Event Center 4:30pm Mass in the Event Center 
on Christmas Eve.  The children on Christmas Eve.  The children 
involved reminded us why we gather involved reminded us why we gather 
during this time of year we gather during this time of year we gather 
to remember the birth of Jesus and to remember the birth of Jesus and 
our life as Christians. A special thank our life as Christians. A special thank 
you goes to all who altered costumes, you goes to all who altered costumes, 
gathered children during rehearsal, gathered children during rehearsal, 
and helped run the behind-the-and helped run the behind-the-
scenes during the pageant. We are scenes during the pageant. We are 
very grateful and appreciate your very grateful and appreciate your 
help as we remember why we are all help as we remember why we are all 
together in community. together in community. 

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
          Rita Cabello is the Children’s Rita Cabello is the Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator at St. Mark the Ministry Coordinator at St. Mark the 
Evangelist.Evangelist.

     Every advent our children's      Every advent our children's 
ministry collaborates with youth ministry collaborates with youth 
ministry to throw Our Lady a Baby ministry to throw Our Lady a Baby 
Shower. This Shower for Mary is Shower. This Shower for Mary is 
filled with games for the kids and filled with games for the kids and 
the goal is to collect much needed the goal is to collect much needed 
items for the Guadalupe Home. A items for the Guadalupe Home. A 
branch of Catholic Charities, the branch of Catholic Charities, the 
Guadalupe home is a transitional Guadalupe home is a transitional 
shelter for pregnant mothers and shelter for pregnant mothers and 
mothers with children under the mothers with children under the 

age of 3 who are in need of shelter age of 3 who are in need of shelter 
and interested in changing their and interested in changing their 
lives.  lives.  
     We knew that we would not be      We knew that we would not be 

able to have the Shower for Mary in able to have the Shower for Mary in 
the same way we have done in the the same way we have done in the 
past, so we de-past, so we de-
cided to trans-cided to trans-
form the event form the event 
in to a drive in to a drive 
through. Fami-through. Fami-
lies gathered in lies gathered in 
their Christmas their Christmas 
sweaters and elf sweaters and elf 
hats to sing car-hats to sing car-
ols while cars ols while cars 
drove through drove through 
the campus the campus 
visiting the three wise men and visiting the three wise men and 
Mary and Joseph. When the cars Mary and Joseph. When the cars 
reached Mary and Joseph, friendly reached Mary and Joseph, friendly 
high school helpers received the high school helpers received the 
donations and gave out our 2021 cal-donations and gave out our 2021 cal-
endar. As the cars exited, they were endar. As the cars exited, they were 
once again serenaded with carols by once again serenaded with carols by 
another jolly family.  another jolly family.  
     This drive through event received      This drive through event received 
more donations than our events in more donations than our events in 
the past. What a blessing our com-the past. What a blessing our com-
munity has been for the mothers at munity has been for the mothers at 
Guadalupe Home! The mothers, Guadalupe Home! The mothers, 

with little ones on their hips, helped with little ones on their hips, helped 
us carry in boxes of diapers and us carry in boxes of diapers and 

clothes. They were clothes. They were 
filled with joy upon filled with joy upon 
seeing an activ-seeing an activ-
ity jumper, and a ity jumper, and a 
beautiful crib. Your beautiful crib. Your 
donations filled donations filled 
their common area! their common area! 
     Thank you all for      Thank you all for 
participating in this participating in this 
event. Whether you event. Whether you 
directed traffic, dec-directed traffic, dec-
orated, sang, helped orated, sang, helped 

with tech, or donated baby items, with tech, or donated baby items, 
YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE. St YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE. St 
Mark the Evangelist parish, we hope Mark the Evangelist parish, we hope 
to continue to pull together and be to continue to pull together and be 
an active community even if we are an active community even if we are 
six feet apart.  six feet apart.  
     Lastly, thank you to all Faith For-     Lastly, thank you to all Faith For-
mation staff for the teamwork! mation staff for the teamwork! 

    Madonna Gil is the Coordinator of     Madonna Gil is the Coordinator of 
Middle School Youth Ministry at St. Middle School Youth Ministry at St. 
Mark the Evangelist.Mark the Evangelist.

Drive-Thru Noel and Shower for MaryDrive-Thru Noel and Shower for Mary
By Madonna GilBy Madonna Gil
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At the End of the Day, Whom At the End of the Day, Whom 
Do You Serve?Do You Serve?

     Years ago Bob Dylan wrote,      Years ago Bob Dylan wrote, 
“You’re gonna have to serve some-“You’re gonna have to serve some-
body.” The fact that you and I are body.” The fact that you and I are 
Americans (most of us anyway), Americans (most of us anyway), 
work jobs to provide for ourselves work jobs to provide for ourselves 
and our families, maybe belong to and our families, maybe belong to 
civic organizations, have member-civic organizations, have member-
ship in a parish, and ultimately ship in a parish, and ultimately 
identify ourselves as Christian means identify ourselves as Christian means 
we have many things that vie for our we have many things that vie for our 
time, talent, and treasure. But Mr. time, talent, and treasure. But Mr. 
Dylan points out that regardless of all Dylan points out that regardless of all 
the labels we wear in this earthly life, the labels we wear in this earthly life, 
those labels do not determine whom those labels do not determine whom 
we ultimately serve.we ultimately serve.
     I have worked for the Catholic      I have worked for the Catholic 
church for over twenty years. I have church for over twenty years. I have 
worked for multiple pastors. I also worked for multiple pastors. I also 
have been privileged enough to have been privileged enough to 
travel to many places to teach and travel to many places to teach and 
give presentations on faith, stward-give presentations on faith, stward-
ship, and engagement at the request ship, and engagement at the request 
of more pastors and bishops. I have of more pastors and bishops. I have 
always tried to do my very best for always tried to do my very best for 

those who seek to employ me, not those who seek to employ me, not 
just because they are paying good just because they are paying good 
money, but because they represent money, but because they represent 
Jesus Christ’s church. But every day, Jesus Christ’s church. But every day, 
no matter where I may be, the sun no matter where I may be, the sun 
sets and eventually my day ends, and sets and eventually my day ends, and 
I am aware that it just me and Jesus. I am aware that it just me and Jesus. 
And the question I try to ask myself And the question I try to ask myself 
each day, unless I am so tired I have each day, unless I am so tired I have 
already fallen asleep before my head already fallen asleep before my head 
hits the pillows, is: “Have I pleased hits the pillows, is: “Have I pleased 
you today, Lord?you today, Lord?
     So yes, Pay to Caesar what Cae-     So yes, Pay to Caesar what Cae-
says is his. Participate in all those says is his. Participate in all those 
things that God provides on earth things that God provides on earth 
to give order in our lives. Work your to give order in our lives. Work your 
job to the best of your ability and let job to the best of your ability and let 
that work glorify him. Fully partici-that work glorify him. Fully partici-
pate in   your parish, realizing that pate in   your parish, realizing that 
through that entity you have access through that entity you have access 
to the real living God in the sacra-to the real living God in the sacra-
ments. But never lose sight of the ments. But never lose sight of the 
words of God in Isaiah, “I am the words of God in Isaiah, “I am the 
LORD, there is no other.”LORD, there is no other.”

          Tracy Earl Welliver, Everyday Stew-Tracy Earl Welliver, Everyday Stew-
ardship, Reflections for the Journey.ardship, Reflections for the Journey.

By Tracy Earl WelliverBy Tracy Earl Welliver
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     I know that it has been a while      I know that it has been a while 
since I was last able to com-since I was last able to com-
municate with the parish municate with the parish 
regarding 40 Days for Life regarding 40 Days for Life 
and other pro-life events and other pro-life events 
in San Antonio.  We were in San Antonio.  We were 
unable to do the Spring unable to do the Spring 
2020 40 DFL campaign 2020 40 DFL campaign 
as it was cut short due to as it was cut short due to 
the pandemic.       The fall the pandemic.       The fall 
2020 campaign was one of 2020 campaign was one of 
the best ever internation-the best ever internation-
ally and locally.  Though ally and locally.  Though 
we couldn’t do sign-ups we couldn’t do sign-ups 
as a parish, many of our as a parish, many of our 
parishioners signed up for parishioners signed up for 
their hour of prayer and went out their hour of prayer and went out 

to the sidewalk to pray for an end to to the sidewalk to pray for an end to 
abortion.  There were more babies abortion.  There were more babies 
saved during this last campaign than saved during this last campaign than 

in any previous in any previous 
year:  16!!year:  16!!
     The next      The next 
40 Days for 40 Days for 
Life campaign Life campaign 
will be during will be during 
Lent:  Febru-Lent:  Febru-
ary17- March ary17- March 
28, 2021.  Mark 28, 2021.  Mark 
your calendars your calendars 
and get ready for and get ready for 
this great pro-life this great pro-life 
initiative!initiative!
     The San Anto-     The San Anto-
nio Coalition for nio Coalition for 

Life has a new program in addition Life has a new program in addition 

What’s new in San Antonio for Prolife?What’s new in San Antonio for Prolife?
By Cathy NixBy Cathy Nix

     “What a year we had,      “What a year we had, 
in 2020! The whole in 2020! The whole 
world shut down, and world shut down, and 
we had to stop doing all we had to stop doing all 
the things we had taken the things we had taken 
for granted. How could for granted. How could 
we keep our Ministry we keep our Ministry 
going, if we could not going, if we could not 
meet...or even see each meet...or even see each 
other? Our meeting other? Our meeting 
room was, and is, off room was, and is, off 
limits, but our Mission limits, but our Mission 
continues...”To Serve the continues...”To Serve the 
St. Mark Community”.  St. Mark Community”.  
It is even more needed, It is even more needed, 
as the pandemic virus, COVID-19, as the pandemic virus, COVID-19, 
attacks our church families, and attacks our church families, and 
friends. So, as Ministry Lead, it friends. So, as Ministry Lead, it 
became very clear to me that we became very clear to me that we 
needed to have a Plan B. Approach-needed to have a Plan B. Approach-
ing our talented and dedicated ing our talented and dedicated 
members and supporters through members and supporters through 
email, text, and phone, as a group, email, text, and phone, as a group, 
we agreed to continue making our we agreed to continue making our 
items, strictly from our homes. Once items, strictly from our homes. Once 
the Church Office, reopened, I was the Church Office, reopened, I was 

able to pick up the completed items able to pick up the completed items 
on a weekly basis; store them for easy on a weekly basis; store them for easy 

access’ and manage access’ and manage 
to offer and distribute to offer and distribute 
to those in need of to those in need of 
comfort.  Msgr. Father comfort.  Msgr. Father 
Kevin Ryan graciously Kevin Ryan graciously 
agreed to continue agreed to continue 
blessing each item, blessing each item, 
prior to distribution... prior to distribution... 
including items for a including items for a 
Special Community Special Community 
Outreach Project we Outreach Project we 
began... to make Tiny began... to make Tiny 
Caps for the NICU Caps for the NICU 
preemie babies, at a preemie babies, at a 
local hospital.local hospital.

     Thank you to all our members      Thank you to all our members 
and supporters, as we personally and supporters, as we personally 
bought yarn, or it was donated to us, bought yarn, or it was donated to us, 
as we could not immediately access as we could not immediately access 
our funds or stored supplies. We our funds or stored supplies. We 
managed to have 2 Yarn Distribution managed to have 2 Yarn Distribution 
Events...with those yarn donations...Events...with those yarn donations...
using a Temp. Scanner, PPE and using a Temp. Scanner, PPE and 
Social Distancing protocol.  Thank Social Distancing protocol.  Thank 
you, members.  Well done!!you, members.  Well done!!
     Yes! It has been an interesting year,      Yes! It has been an interesting year, 

but we are still here. We are blessed but we are still here. We are blessed 
to have been able to offer our hand-to have been able to offer our hand-
made Prayer Shawls, Lapghans, and made Prayer Shawls, Lapghans, and 
Baby Caps, during all the joy and Baby Caps, during all the joy and 
sorrow, pain and suffering, of the last sorrow, pain and suffering, of the last 
10 months. We give thanks to God 10 months. We give thanks to God 
for keeping our Ministry together, for keeping our Ministry together, 
and we look forward to the future, and we look forward to the future, 
and continuing to serve our church and continuing to serve our church 
and the community it serves. Stay and the community it serves. Stay 
safe and stay well.safe and stay well.

                    Velma Spruel Williams     Velma Spruel Williams 
is Ministry Lead for St. Mark'sis Ministry Lead for St. Mark's
 Prayer Shawl Ministry. Prayer Shawl Ministry.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Surviving 2020 COVID-19 Prayer Shawl Ministry: Surviving 2020 COVID-19 
ShutdownShutdown
By Velma Spruel WilliamsBy Velma Spruel Williams

to the 40 Days for Life and Sidewalk to the 40 Days for Life and Sidewalk 
Interns.  It is called, “Prayer Warrior Interns.  It is called, “Prayer Warrior 
Task Force.”  When we encounter Task Force.”  When we encounter 
an abortion-minded girl on the an abortion-minded girl on the 
sidewalk, we send out a GroupMe sidewalk, we send out a GroupMe 
text asking for prayers. The Prayer text asking for prayers. The Prayer 
Warrior Task Force members take Warrior Task Force members take 
a moment when they receive the a moment when they receive the 
notice to pray for the girl. Would you notice to pray for the girl. Would you 
like to answer the call…uh, text? Join like to answer the call…uh, text? Join 
us at: https://groupme.com/join_us at: https://groupme.com/join_
group/64319500/7SpUmrYf  Check group/64319500/7SpUmrYf  Check 
out their website to see what is new!  out their website to see what is new!  
Sacfl.orgSacfl.org

       Cathy Nix is the Right to Life/40    Cathy Nix is the Right to Life/40 
days for life lead at St. Mark the Evan-days for life lead at St. Mark the Evan-
gelist.gelist.
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St. Vincent de Paul Year in ReviewSt. Vincent de Paul Year in Review
By Richard MillerBy Richard Miller

     On September 30, 2020, St Mark      On September 30, 2020, St Mark 
St Vincent de Paul Society (Confer-St Vincent de Paul Society (Confer-
ence) completed another banner ence) completed another banner 
year in support of needy families year in support of needy families 
in our parish area.  From October in our parish area.  From October 
1, 2019, to September 30, 2020, St 1, 2019, to September 30, 2020, St 
Vincent de Paul received 904 calls Vincent de Paul received 904 calls 
for help, and provided food and/or for help, and provided food and/or 
financial assistance to 2,736 adults financial assistance to 2,736 adults 
and children.  The Parishioner and children.  The Parishioner 
donation to St Mark’s St Vincent de donation to St Mark’s St Vincent de 
Paul Conference was $98,344 for the Paul Conference was $98,344 for the 
fiscal year.  Our St Vincent de Paul fiscal year.  Our St Vincent de Paul 
volunteers disbursed $65,989 in util-volunteers disbursed $65,989 in util-
ity, rent, medical, and other financial ity, rent, medical, and other financial 
assistance to needy families.   We assistance to needy families.   We 
provided approximately $32,990 in provided approximately $32,990 in 
non-perishable food items distrib-non-perishable food items distrib-
uted from the SVdP food pantry at uted from the SVdP food pantry at 
St Marks and $21,580 worth of HEB St Marks and $21,580 worth of HEB 
food cards to allow our clients to food cards to allow our clients to 
purchase perishable items such as purchase perishable items such as 
dairy products, meat, and fresh fruit dairy products, meat, and fresh fruit 
and vegetables.  The Table below and vegetables.  The Table below 
compares our income and disburse-compares our income and disburse-
ment history for the past three fiscal ment history for the past three fiscal 
years.years.
     Approximately once each month,      Approximately once each month, 
our SVdP volunteers helped to serve our SVdP volunteers helped to serve 
meals to the homeless at the Haven meals to the homeless at the Haven 
for Hope Prospects Courtyard.  for Hope Prospects Courtyard.  
More than 450 meals are prepared More than 450 meals are prepared 
and served each day at this venue.  and served each day at this venue.  
The Conference continues to make The Conference continues to make 
monthly donations to “Meating the monthly donations to “Meating the 
Need” Program which provides Need” Program which provides 
much of the food used by the larger much of the food used by the larger 
San Antonio St Vincent de Paul San Antonio St Vincent de Paul 

Society to prepare meals for the Society to prepare meals for the 
homeless at the Courtyard.homeless at the Courtyard.
     Food distribution is a basic      Food distribution is a basic 
feature of the St Vincent de Paul feature of the St Vincent de Paul 
ministry, and requires the hard ministry, and requires the hard 
work and dedication of many work and dedication of many 
volunteers, referred to as “Pantry volunteers, referred to as “Pantry 
Partners.”  Each week the partners Partners.”  Each week the partners 
collect food donations brought collect food donations brought 
to the church by many generous to the church by many generous 
parishioners and ministries; we parishioners and ministries; we 
code the food by expiration date, code the food by expiration date, 
and organize and shelve the items in and organize and shelve the items in 
the pantry.  Our large annual food the pantry.  Our large annual food 
drive is held during Thanksgiving drive is held during Thanksgiving 
each year, and provides the bulk of each year, and provides the bulk of 
the food needed for the Christmas the food needed for the Christmas 
season.  Because of the large client season.  Because of the large client 
demand, however, the pantry stocks demand, however, the pantry stocks 
are quickly dispensed to needy are quickly dispensed to needy 
families.  Hence, we continue to families.  Hence, we continue to 
need food donations throughout need food donations throughout 
the year.  Please refer to the weekly the year.  Please refer to the weekly 
church bulletin for a list of the most church bulletin for a list of the most 

critical food items needed to re-stock critical food items needed to re-stock 
our pantry.our pantry.
     Because helping to meet basic hu-     Because helping to meet basic hu-
man needs is a vital aspect of the St man needs is a vital aspect of the St 
Vincent de Paul  mission, our prin-Vincent de Paul  mission, our prin-
ciple focus is to provide person-to-ciple focus is to provide person-to-
person assistance to individuals and person assistance to individuals and 
families in need, to meet their daily families in need, to meet their daily 
living requirements and help them living requirements and help them 
to become self sufficient with a sense to become self sufficient with a sense 
of hope, dignity, and well being.  Our of hope, dignity, and well being.  Our 
deep appreciation is extended to all deep appreciation is extended to all 
of our generous parishioners who of our generous parishioners who 
contribute to the St Vincent de Paul contribute to the St Vincent de Paul 
Ministry via the monthly “blue-bag” Ministry via the monthly “blue-bag” 
collection.  We also owe a hearty collection.  We also owe a hearty 
“thank you” to the many hard work-“thank you” to the many hard work-
ing Vincentian volunteers for mak-ing Vincentian volunteers for mak-
ing the St Mark SVdP Conference ing the St Mark SVdP Conference 
the great success that it is.  the great success that it is.  

          Richard Miller is the St. Vincent Richard Miller is the St. Vincent 
de Paul Treasurer at St. Mark the de Paul Treasurer at St. Mark the 
Evangelist.Evangelist.

Seson of Lent 2021Seson of Lent 2021
     Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,      Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17th and ends before the February 17th and ends before the 
celebration of the Evening Mass of celebration of the Evening Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, 
April 1st. This holy season focuses April 1st. This holy season focuses 
on baptismal renewal and prepara-on baptismal renewal and prepara-
tion for the celebration of the Resur-tion for the celebration of the Resur-
rection of the Lord on Easter Sun-rection of the Lord on Easter Sun-
day, April 4th. day, April 4th. 

     Catholics are called to draw near      Catholics are called to draw near 
to the Lord through prayer and fast-to the Lord through prayer and fast-
ing throughout the season of Lent. ing throughout the season of Lent. 
Praying the Stations of the Cross and Praying the Stations of the Cross and 
Rosary, studying Scripture, partici-Rosary, studying Scripture, partici-
pating in daily Mass, and serving pating in daily Mass, and serving 
people in need are excellent ways to people in need are excellent ways to 
observe the season and seek deeper observe the season and seek deeper 
conversion of heart. conversion of heart. 

     Ash Wednesday and Good Friday      Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are days of obligatory fasting (one are days of obligatory fasting (one 
full meal, as well as two smaller full meal, as well as two smaller 
meals that together are not equal to a meals that together are not equal to a 
full meal) and abstinence from meat. full meal) and abstinence from meat. 
All Fridays are days of abstinence. All Fridays are days of abstinence. 
Abstinence from meat is observed Abstinence from meat is observed 
by Catholics from age 14 onwards;  by Catholics from age 14 onwards;  
fasting is obligatory from ages 18-59. fasting is obligatory from ages 18-59. 
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     St. Mark the Evangelist has      St. Mark the Evangelist has 
partnered with Habitat for Human-partnered with Habitat for Human-
ity San Antonio 25 times to build a ity San Antonio 25 times to build a 
house for a family needing an afford-house for a family needing an afford-
able home in San Antonio.  On Janu-able home in San Antonio.  On Janu-
ary  29, 2021, we started our 26th ary  29, 2021, we started our 26th 
home. If you are new to the parish, home. If you are new to the parish, 
we build one house a year, typically we build one house a year, typically 
starting in January and finishing in starting in January and finishing in 
April. This year we are scheduled to April. This year we are scheduled to 
finish on April 10.  Qualifying for a finish on April 10.  Qualifying for a 
home requires a work history that home requires a work history that 
will support paying a $600/month will support paying a $600/month 
mortgage and a minimum of 350 mortgage and a minimum of 350 
“sweat equity” hours.   In addition, “sweat equity” hours.   In addition, 
the homeowners must attend classes the homeowners must attend classes 
on home maintenance and other on home maintenance and other 
topics to help them. Getting this topics to help them. Getting this 
home is a “Hand Up”, not a Hand home is a “Hand Up”, not a Hand 
Out. Out. 
     We work most Fridays and Sat-     We work most Fridays and Sat-
urdays between our start and finish urdays between our start and finish 
date. In the past we had sign ups in date. In the past we had sign ups in 
the Narthex of the church but this the Narthex of the church but this 
year we are unable to do so. Sign-ups year we are unable to do so. Sign-ups 
are handled using Signup Genius are handled using Signup Genius 
provided by Habitat for Humanity provided by Habitat for Humanity 
San Antonio. The link for this sign San Antonio. The link for this sign 
up is: https://www.signupgenius.up is: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/4090c49a8ab29a5f94-com/go/4090c49a8ab29a5f94-
stmarkstmark
     A couple of notes on sign ups.      A couple of notes on sign ups. 
First, please sign up for the days First, please sign up for the days 
you think you wish to work.  Sec-you think you wish to work.  Sec-
ond, we will contact you the week ond, we will contact you the week 
prior to your desired work day to prior to your desired work day to 

confirm and to give out any special confirm and to give out any special 
instructions or to answer questions.  instructions or to answer questions.  
To make for a safer work environ-To make for a safer work environ-
ment, Habitat is limiting the site to ment, Habitat is limiting the site to 
a maximum of 15 volunteers. If we a maximum of 15 volunteers. If we 
do not have 15, then a week prior to do not have 15, then a week prior to 
the build date, Habitat will try to find the build date, Habitat will try to find 
others to fill those slots as it is im-others to fill those slots as it is im-
portant to keep the homes moving portant to keep the homes moving 
along on schedule. along on schedule. 
What is a typical day like? What is a typical day like? 
     We will meet on West Campus in      We will meet on West Campus in 
front of the old church at 6:45 AM front of the old church at 6:45 AM 
should you want to get directions, should you want to get directions, 
sign waivers  or other admin type sign waivers  or other admin type 
things. We need to leave by 7AM as things. We need to leave by 7AM as 
it is a 45 min. drive to the site near it is a 45 min. drive to the site near 
the Toyota plant. If you want to go the Toyota plant. If you want to go 
straight to the site, that is fine, too.   straight to the site, that is fine, too.   
The name of the build is Rancho The name of the build is Rancho 
Carlota and you can use 13801 Wat-Carlota and you can use 13801 Wat-
son Rd 78073 as the address in your son Rd 78073 as the address in your 
favorite mapping device. Basically it favorite mapping device. Basically it 
is down IH35 to exit 149 toward Tx is down IH35 to exit 149 toward Tx 
422Spur/TX 16/Poteet/Palo Alto Rd. 422Spur/TX 16/Poteet/Palo Alto Rd. 
Go down Palo Alto Rd toWatson Rd Go down Palo Alto Rd toWatson Rd 
and turn right for 1 ½ miles.and turn right for 1 ½ miles.
     The safety briefing on the site      The safety briefing on the site 
starts at 8AM and we work until starts at 8AM and we work until 
3PM. Lunch will be provided by St 3PM. Lunch will be provided by St 
Mark at the site. If you want, you Mark at the site. If you want, you 
can bring a chair as seating around can bring a chair as seating around 
the construction site is minimal and the construction site is minimal and 
uncomfortable. You do not need to uncomfortable. You do not need to 
bring tools, but you may.  Please also bring tools, but you may.  Please also 
bring a water container. Habitat will bring a water container. Habitat will 
provide iced water on site. The only provide iced water on site. The only 

clothing requirement is you must clothing requirement is you must 
wear closed-toe shoes and you can’t wear closed-toe shoes and you can’t 
wear backless shoes or Crocs. No wear backless shoes or Crocs. No 
pets or animals are allowed on site.pets or animals are allowed on site.
Habitat COVID protocols:Habitat COVID protocols:
     Everyone is required to wear a      Everyone is required to wear a 
mask on site; handwashing stations mask on site; handwashing stations 
are available with running water and are available with running water and 
soap; hand sanitizer at every site; soap; hand sanitizer at every site; 
only 15 volunteers per site; sharing only 15 volunteers per site; sharing 
hand tools is limited and there will hand tools is limited and there will 
be increased tools available at the be increased tools available at the 
site; work gloves will be available but site; work gloves will be available but 
it is best to bring your own; Vol-it is best to bring your own; Vol-
unteers who were sick with Covid unteers who were sick with Covid 
like symptoms in the 14 days prior like symptoms in the 14 days prior 
to your work date are not allowed.   to your work date are not allowed.   
Temperature checks are available.Temperature checks are available.
     Working with our fellow parish-     Working with our fellow parish-
ioners is very rewarding. Together as ioners is very rewarding. Together as 
community we are helping to build community we are helping to build 
another community, and to build a another community, and to build a 
family. It is also a way to meet other family. It is also a way to meet other 
parishioners. If you bring your son parishioners. If you bring your son 
or daughter (at least 14 years old) it or daughter (at least 14 years old) it 
is a wonderful family experience too.   is a wonderful family experience too.   
We look forward to working with We look forward to working with 
you and seeing you on the site. As al-you and seeing you on the site. As al-
ways, we are available to answer your ways, we are available to answer your 
questions or hear your concerns. questions or hear your concerns. 
Please contact: Bill or Kathy FaucherPlease contact: Bill or Kathy Faucher
by email at Bill.faucher@gmail.com, by email at Bill.faucher@gmail.com, 
stmarkhfh@gmail.com or by callingstmarkhfh@gmail.com or by calling
or text to 210-863-7062.or text to 210-863-7062.
     Bill Faucher is the Habitat for      Bill Faucher is the Habitat for 
Humanity lead at St. Mark the Humanity lead at St. Mark the 
Evangelist.Evangelist.

St. Mark’s 26th Habitat Home UnderwaySt. Mark’s 26th Habitat Home Underway
By Bill FaucherBy Bill Faucher
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